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Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 
a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the astoundingly horrible pile of CDs in 
our offices. And we're losing the battle— 
our pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

Last week, many of you found the 
“sum” to free CDs, while others coun- 
tered our “revoloution” and found that 
we weren't really “in” but “it.” Now, if 
you can make sense of all that, chances 
are you can find some other faults in our 
fine paper. Happy hunting! 
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Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3pm-7 pm 

Saturda 

9am-2Zpm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 


for mare information or Us book an appointment 
bloodservices.ca 


a ul COVER ~~ 


THEATRE 


-poMeay CALLING / 10 


"| likened it to a country going through 


~ puberty. Itwas kind of like that they 
‘were discovering all of these things for 
the first time.” —Samir Mallal, co-direc- 
tor 


HATE SPEECH ON THE WEB / 5 
“Substitute the word ‘black’ or ‘Jewish’ 
for ‘homosexual’ in Boissoin’s letter and 
you get something that would land that 
man in jail.” —Rob Wells, human rights 
activist 


BACKSTAGE MAN / 20 

“| went into drama trying to be an actor. | 
still think I’m not a bad actor, but | came 
up against people who were just 10 times 
better than me.” —Wayne Paquette, 
stage manager / director extraodinaire 


GWAR! / 46 

“We decided to design a band. It would 
be a bunch of creatures from outer space 
that would soak the crowd in blood.” — 
Oderus Urungus, lead singer 
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IVUEPOINT 


Time for the US to get over Cuba 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
or the past 47 years, United States foreign policy towards Cuba has been 
F characterized by a single-minded hostility that is hard to fathom, with 
10 successive US presidents dating back to Eisenhower trying to assas- 
sinate, overthrow, undermine, isolate and impoverish Fidel Castro, to no avail. 

The most enduring aspect of this decades-old vendetta is the economic 
embargo, which the US has had in place since 1962 with the intention of eco- 
nomically strangling the island nation to undermine the Castro government. 

At the height of the Cold War the blockade had some support, but the rest 
of the world has clearly moved on, and the embargo is now condemned 
almost unanimously in world opinion. A 2004 UN General Assembly vote 
calling on the US to end the restrictions passed by a razor-thin margin of 179 
to 4, with only Israel, the Marshall Islands and Palau saving the US from com- 
plete isolation. 

The complicating factor in US-Cuba relations has always been the conser- 
vative and politically influential Cuban-American community in the swing 
state of Florida. From their participation in the botched Bay of Pigs invasion 
in 1961 to the funding of a radio station that nobody hears to the self-inter- 
ested media circus of trying to keep Elian Gonzales in Miami, the anti-Castro 
exiles have managed to consistently steer US policy away from sanity and 
normalization. 

Earlier this month, before parties erupted in the streets of Miami over Cas- 
tro’s current health problems, the US government approved an $80 million 
program to “foster democratic change” in Cuba. Similar funding has, of course, 
been used to great effect in the past in Guatemala, Nicaragua and Chile to 
ensure the “right” government emerges, no matter the will of the people. 

To be sure, there are points of legitimate criticism to be leveled against Cas- 
tro and his government in terms of political and civil liberties, but the true 
crime has always been that Cuba had the nerve to chart a political and eco- 
nomic course that was independent of US interests—one that has led to some 
of the highest social and health indicators in the hemisphere, and adaptability 
and creativity in the face of adversity that is truly incredible. 

Perhaps when Castro does step aside or die, and the strawman constructed 
by the anti-Castro exiles and self-interested US politicians is no longer avail- 
able, the US will be able to move beyond the intransigence of its position and 
allow the people of Cuba to chart their own way forward. We can only hope. w 
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Psst ... wanna buy 
some weed, man? 


2 DRUGS 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
T he Government of Canada is looking for a new 


pusher. Health Canada’s five-year, $5.75 million 

contract with its current supplier of medicinal 
marijuana is up for renewal at the end of September 
and, like it does with any public project, the govern- 
ment will be soliciting firms and individuals to bid on 
the marijuana contract. 

The government's current supplier—Saskatoon- 
based Prairie Plant Systems Inc, which grows its mari- 
juana 360 metres down a copper and zinc mine’s shaft 
in Flin Flon, MB—will likely bid on the contract, and 
could be selected again, although Canadians for Safe 
Access, a BC-based medicinal marijuana advocacy 
group, is encouraging the government to get its pot 
from a variety of different growers to offer users more 
selection. 

“What we need to move beyond is the idea of a sin- 
gle monopoly producer of medical cannabis,” group 
spokesman Philippe Lucas told the Canadian Press. 
“The end users of this product—Canada’s critically 
and chronically ill—would benefit from having 
options.” 

Health Canada currently provides marijuana to 
approximately 300 Canadians, who typically pay the 
government agency $150 for 30 grams of pre-ground 
pot—which is, um, not a bad deal at all, really. 1 mean, 
so I've heard ...w 


VUEPOINT 


OMG! Txt-ing not 
2 bad 4 u, 4 real 


INTERNET 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
.- hatting on the Internet might not actually be 
destroying the literacy of Canadian teenagers, a 
new study has concluded. 

With more than half of 12- to 14-year-olds using 
instant messaging programs like MSN to chat with 
friends (the number jumps to three quarters for olde! 
children), educators and literacy advocates have 
expressed concern that the popularity of instant mes- 
saging, as well as text messaging over mobile phones. 
is hurting young people's ability to use formal languag° 
effectively and correctly. But a recent study of Canadi- 
ans aged 15 to 20 by University of Toronto linguis's 
found its subjects using a “fusion of different levels 0! 
diction” in their online conversations, 

The study, entitled LOL for real!: Instant Messaging and 
Teen Language, found that, while abbreviations like “tty!’ 
and “brb” (“talk to you later” and “be right back,” for 
those of you over the age of 30) are common, the major 
ity of online conversations are conducted in more formal 
English than everyday face-to-face conversations. 

"Everybody thinks kids are ruining their language by 
using instant messaging, but these teens’ messagin’ 
shows them expressing themselves flexibly through all 
registers,” U of T linguistics prof Sali Tagliamonte told 
the Toronto Star. [ 

“They actually show an extremely lucid command o! 
the language,” she continued. “We shouldn't worry.” ¥ 
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Human rights body not doing enough 
on homophobic website complaint 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 

dmontonian Rob Wells was 
Bins when the Canadian 

Human Rights Commission 
investigated his complaint against 
Craig Chandler, a Calgary-based 
“family values” activist. But Wells is 
not impressed with the actions the 
federal body is taking to remedy the 
situation, 

Wells had alleged that three web- 
sites linked to Chandler—freetos- 
peak.ca, concernedchristians.ca and 
freedomradionetwork.ca—contained 
material that is “likely to expose per- 
sons of an identifiable group to 
hatred or contempt.” 

The Canadian Human Rights 
Commission's investigation, 
received by the complainant in early 
July, agreed with Wells. 

The backstory is a long one, but 
the nutshell is this: in 2002, Stephen 
Boissoin wrote a letter to the Red 
Deer Advocate. In the letter, Bois- 
soin wrote: 

From Kindergarten class on, our 
children, your grandchildren are being 
strategically targeted, psychologically 
abused and brainwashed by homosex- 
ual and pro-homosexual educators. 

Our children are being victimized 
by repugnant and premeditated strate- 
Sies, aimed at desensitizing and even- 
tually recruiting our young into their 
camps. Think about it, children as 

young as five and six years of age are 
being subjected to psychologically and 
physiologically damaging pro-homo- 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


sexual literature and guidance in the 
public school system; all under the 
Jraudulent guise of equal rights. 

Come on people, wake up! It’s time 
to stand together and take whatever 
steps are necessary to reverse the 
wickedness that our lethargy has 
authorized to spawn. Where homo- 
sexuality flourishes, all manner of 
wickedness abounds. 

Don't allow yourself to be deceived 
any longer. These activists are not 
morally upright citizens, concerned 
about the best interests of our society. 
They are perverse, self-centered and 
morally deprived individuals who are 
spreading their psychological disease 
into every area of our lives. Homosex- 
ual rights activists and those that 
defend them, are just as immoral as 
the pedophiles, drug dealers and 
pimps that plague our communities. 

Darren Lund, a University of Cal- 
gary professor, filed a complaint with 
the Alberta Human Rights Commis- 
sion about the letter to the editor. The 
provincial investigation grinds on. 


BOISSOIN'S LETTER to the editor is 
reproduced on Chandler’s websites. 
On concernedchristians.ca, the letter 
is headed by a banner that declares 
it to have been “written in love and 
needed to be said in this time of 
homosexual activism.” 


Chandler says he and other Bois- 
soin supporters had to battle with the 
Alberta Human Rights Commission 
in order to post the proceedings of 
the provincial commission's investi- 
gation and its correspondence with 
both Lund and the Concerned Chris- 
tians of Canada. “We had to win the 
right to have all the information 
about the [Boissoin] situation on the 
internet for all to see,” Chandler says. 

Chandler also defended Boissoin’'s 
statements on his radio show, which 
airs on AM 1140 out of High River. 
On one show, Boissoin declared he 
“hate[s] the practice of homosexuali- 
ty,” and Chandler indicated that it is a 
physical deficiency that can some- 
times be fixed with hormones or 
steroids. Archived copies of the show 
are filed on freedomradionetwork.ca. 

Because the internet lies within 
federal jurisdiction, Rob Wells took 
the issue to the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission. 

But Wells believes that the Com- 
mission is not doing enough to act 
on his successful complaint. He 
argues that the Commission should 
have taken the extra step of having 
the offending material immediately 
removed from the websites. Wells 
points out that other websites con- 
taining hateful material (on the basis 
of race and ethnicity) have been 
ordered shut down by the Commis- 
sion, and he does not see why this 
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This is your brain 
on healthy food 


5 | WELL, WELL, WELL 


CONNIE HOWARD 
= | health@vueweekly.com 


| promised some more hopeful com- 
ments on brain health last week, so here 
they are. No, our brains aren't happier 
than | thought, and yes, Canada is still 
seriously dragging its heels on cutting 
toxic emissions, according to new data 
from the NAFTA Commission for Environ- 
mental Cooperation 

“Wait a second,” | can hear someone 
saying, “its not like mental health prob- 
lems are new to human beings.” True 
Depression, despair, anxiety, hyperactivi- 
ty, aggression and other symptoms 
pointing to out-of-whack brain chemistry 
have been around forever. But they 
haven't ever so dominated our experi- 
ence, nor have we ever had to worry 
much about the mental health of our 
children in the past. And a lot has 
changed in the last 50 years that just 
Might point to solutions 

What | talked about last week was 
the impacts of the million little things 
that we eat and drink and inhale— 
things that keep our food from sticking 
to our pans, our clothes from wrinkling 
and staining, our gardens from being 
overrun by weeds and our electronics 
from bursting into flame. Lead, PCBs, 
dioxins, pesticides and mercury are kick- 
ing around in the environment in abun- 
dance, even those we've banned from 
use. They like it here, and they like it in 
our brains. 

But the other thing that's changed in 
the last 50 years is what our brains are 
not getting. In addition to trying to run on 
dirty fuel, our brains are hungry. Maybe 
it's because they're toxic and certain 
futrients help counter toxicity, or maybe 
because much of our food isn’t of quite 
the same nutritional value family farmers 
used to bring us, or maybe both. But 
they're hungry, and that we can do some- 
thing about. 

It may not be the fault of the food 
industry—many people with painful 
brain chemistry also have impaired 
digestion—but there are many studies 
confirming profoundly inadequate nutri 
tion to our brains. 

A recent UN report confirms that min- 
eral content in soils is down by as much 
as 80 per cent in some areas. In another 
study, 11 out of 16 children in an iodine- 
deficient area were diagnosed with 
attention deficit hyperactivity, compared 
to none in a comparison group. And 
most recently, neuroscientists have been 


telling us that brain tissue is 60 per cent 
fat, and that we're not getting enough of 
the right kinds of fats to keep our brain 
cells well-lubricated and receptive to 
neurotransmitters. 

Modern chickens and their eggs, for 
example, on their fancy new diets, once 
4 great source of essential-to-brain func- 
tion omega-3 fatty acids, now reach 
Slaughter-weight in half the time they 
once did and bring us only a fraction of 
the essential fatty acids they once did 

But I'm sorry, that’s bad news again 
The good news is that the shortages can 
be side-stepped 


WE CAN CHANGE our ratios of omega-6 
to omega-3 fats to a healthy 2:1 balance 
simply by including omega-3-rich flax 
and hemp seeds, nuts, olives, avocados 
wild salmon and seafood in our diets 
instead of the over-processed clear oils 
On our grocery store shelves and in most 
prepared dressings. We can buy 
extremely nutritious oils at health food 
stores. We can reduce our ingestion of 
questionable extras in our meat and pro- 
duce by going organic and shopping at 
farmers’ markets 

The wild child found in so many homes 
and classrooms needs to be tested for 
heavy metal and other toxicity and to see 
a naturopathic doctor specializing in bio- 
logical medicine. |'m not talking e oil 
here, or a multi-vitamin from the drug- 
store—''m talking nutritional medicine 

Thete’s one that was developed right 
here in Alberta. It's a supplement (miner- 
al, vitamin and amino acid) developed by 
a biologist for distressed animals, for 
cattle and hogs with ear-and-tail-biting 
syndrome, if you can believe it. But ini- 
tial experiments with humans were so 
promising that the University of Calgary 
was granted half 4 million dollars by the 
Alberta government for further research 
Results of the research were remarkable 
with everything from depression, ADHD 
and bipolar disorder to schizophrenia 
Most patients stabilized so completely 
they were able to leave old meds 
behind. The research was published in 
the Joumal of Clinical Psychiatry in 2002 
and noticed by a Harvard psychiatrist, 
whose results with the first trial on 15 
patients were that 11 of them also stabi- 
lized completely. 

They might be on to something with 
this, but then, alternative medicine sorts 
always have been. And the good news is 
that this particular nutritional medicine is 
one of many, and that the care of a good 
naturopathic doctor can offer so much 
more than symptom management. w 


43 forthe Liberals cent for the NDP. 
: The poll was cor ed Jul 20 - 23, and is 
curate with 


Poll finds Conservative 
support dropping 
“(\-Decima Poll released by the Canadian 
Press on Jul 27 has put a damper on spec- 
ulation that the federal Conservatives might try 
‘to intentionally trigger an election this fall to 
take advantage of a leaderless Liberal party. 

The poll found that support for the Conserv- 
atives has slipped in recent months and now 
sits at 36 per cent nationally, compared to 30 
per cent for the Liberals and 17 per cent for the 
NDP—numbers that are almost identical to 
those just before the Jan 23 election that gave 
the Conservatives a minority government in 
the House of Commons. 

Crucially for the Conservatives, support fell to 
just 23 per cent in Quebec, down from the 29 
per cent support indicated in a May Decima poll. 
It is believed that the drop in support for the 
Conservatives in Quebec is due to the pro-Israel 
stance taken by the Harper government in the 
current conflict in Lebanon and the govern- 
ment's greater alignment with US foreign policy. 

Conservative support also fell in the key bat- 
tleground of Ontario, where only 33 per cent said 
they supported the Conservatives, compared to 


1 percentage points 


19 times out of 20. - 


NDP’s Mason calls for 
blackout investigation 


Iberta NDP leader Brian Mason has called 

on the Market Surveillance Administrator 
to request a tribunal to look into the blackouts 
that hit Edmonton and Calgary late in the after- 
noon on Jul 24. 

Mason said the investigation should look 
into whether the imbalances in the system 
were the result of deliberate or illegal activities 
on the part of power producers and the results 
should be made public. 

Both Mason and Alberta Liberal leader Kevin 
Taft claimed that the blackouts are further 
proof of the failings of the deregulation of the 
electricity sector in the province, which Taft 
referred to as “the most expensive public policy 
failure in Alberta's history.” 

Five coal-fired power plants were off-line at 
the time, but Alberta Energy spokesperson Bob 
McManus told the Edmonton Journal that the 
blackout was caused by a break, believed to 
have been caused by a lightning strike, in the 
transmission line between BC and Alberta and 
the strain on the system due to the summer heat. 


—SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweeldy.com 


Hate speech or free speech? 


one should be any different. 

Instead, the Commission will appoint a con- 
ciliator in this case, who will try to broker a 
solution between the two parties. 

Wells thinks the conciliator is a waste of 
time. “Craig Chandler has already stated that 
he would rather go to jail than cooperate with 
the Canadian Human Rights Commission.” 


IN LAW, hatefut speech is not the same as dis- 
agreeing with a minority group's public policy 
stand or political tactics. Rather, hate speech 
involves portraying a group of people as inferi- 
or, depraved or subhuman. 

Wells says that the Boissoin letter does 
exactly that. 

“Hate speech can be broken down like this: 
does‘it portray the minority group as having 
disproportionate power? Does it allege a con- 
spiracy on the part of the minority group? Does 
it argue that the minority group is intellectually 
and/or physically inferior? And does it portray 
the minority group as inherently evil? 

“These are the basics of the kind of propa- 
ganda people use to dehumanize others. And 
that’s what you find on these websites.” 

While Chandler thinks Boissoin could have 
chosen better words to express his opinions 
the,Calgary businessman says this case is a 
clear instance of freedom of expression 

“Look, no one is causing violence here. No 


one is asking for violent tactics. | want to make 
it clear that we are not anti-anything. We are 
pro-family ... and this is an issue of freedom of 
religion and freedom of expression. Freedom 
Radio is like any other media outlet. We talk 
about the news, have guests, and have the right 
to express ourselves,” continues Chandler. 

Jeff Young, general manager of AM 1140, 
says his station has no plans to cancel Chan- 
dler's Freedom Radio Network Saturday times- 
lot, at least for now. 

“Until the issue has been decided by the 
[federal] tribunal, we are not going to take any 
action. But it must be made very clear that the 
opinions expressed are those of the radio 
hosts, not the station.” 

Rob Wells believes that the tolerance for 
hateful remarks about lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered and queer people is higher than 
it is for people who face discrimination on the 
basis of ethnicity or race. 

“Substitute the word ‘black’ or ‘Jewish’ for 
‘homosexual’ in Boissoin’s letter and you get 
something that would land that man in jail,” 
says Wells. 

“Studies done by Statistics Canada show that 
gay men are more likely [than other identifiable 
groups] to experience violent assault as a result 
of hate-based attacks, and they are more likely 
to die, too. In fact, about 10 gay men die a year 
as a result of hate-based attacks. So my ques- 
tion is, what's the quota? How many of us have 
to die before we take hate speech seriously?” w 
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DYER STRAIGHT 
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The kill ratio is becoming a problem: Israel has 
been killing about 40 Lebanese civilians for every 
Israel civilian who is killed. They are all being 
killed by accident, of course, but such a long chain 
of accidents begins to look like carelessness, and 
even in Israel and the United States many people 
are getting uneasy about the slaughter. 

Elsewhere, the revulsion at what is happening 
is almost universal, and the death of so many 
women and children at Qana has greatly intensi- 
fied the pressure on Israel and its de facto allies, 
the United States and Britain, to stop the war. 

They are already making tactical concessions 
to lessen the pressure. Israel “partially suspend- 
ed” its bombardment of Lebanon for 48 hours, 
and US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
promised to let the United Nations Security 
Council consider a resolution calling for a cease- 
fire this week. 

But Israel's generals still want another 10 days 
to two weeks of war to batter Hezbollah into sub- 
mission, and neither Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert or his loyal allies in Washington and Lon- 
don are really willing to override them yet. 

Israeli Defence Minister Amir Peretz told parlia- 
ment on Jul 31 that Israel cannot accept a cease- 
fire now, since if it did so then “the extremists 
(Hezbollah) will rear their heads again.” The US 
and British governments have to dodge and weave 
a bit as doubts grow at home about the morality 
and feasibility of Israel's actions, but they can cer- 
tainly arrange for the Security Council resolution 
to fail this week. 


THE REAL TRICK, in terms of keeping American 
and British public opinion on side, is to blur the 
sequence of events that led to the war and pres- 
ent it as a desperate Israeli struggle against an 
unprovoked onslaught by thousands of terrorist 
rockets. As Prime Minister Tony Blair told the BBC, 
“It cannot be that Israel stops taking the action it's 
taking but Hezbollah continue to kill, kidnap and 
launch rockets into the north of Israel at the civil- 
ian population there.” 

The website of the Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs goes further, claiming that the operation in 
which Hezbollah captured two Israeli soldier and 
killed three others and the rain of Hezbollah rock- 
ets on Israeli cities were “simultaneous.” Obvious- 
ly, these are mad terrorists who must be removed 
from Israel's border at once by any means possi- 
ble. But unless “simultaneous” means “on the fol- 
lowing day” in Hebrew, the website is deliberately 
distorting what happened. 

There was an unprovoked Hezbollah attack on 
the Israeli army on Jul 12, seeking to kidnap sol- 
diers who could be held as hostages and eventual- 
ly exchanged for Lebanese prisoners who have 


le model. 


from an end 


We Addched in Lebanon 


been illegally held in Israel since the latter ended 
its 18-year military occupation of southern 
Lebanon in 2000. And no doubt the reason Israe| 
held onto those prisoners in the first place was to 
have them as hostages in some future prisoner 
exchange with Hezbollah. That's how the game is 
played locally. 

In the course of grabbing the Israeli hostages 
on Jul 12, Hezbollah fired rockets and mortars at 
the northem Israeli town of Shlomi as a diversion, 
but nobody was hurt there. And apart from that, no 
Hezbollah missiles struck Israel that day. Indeed, 
none had been fired at Israel for at least four 
years, although there were regular skirmishes 
between Israeli soldiers and Hezbollah fighters 
along the frontier. Hezbollah had the rockets, but 
they were not mad terrorists. 

During the following 24 hours, however, Israe! 
launched massive air strikes and artillery bom- 
bardments the length and breadth of Lebanon, 
striking Beirut airport, Lebanese air force bases 
the Beirut-Damascus highway, a power station, 
and all sorts of other non-Hezbollah targets and 
killing many civilians. And it was only on Jul 13 
that Hezbollah rockets begin to hit cities all across 
northern Israel. 


NOBODY HAS CLEAN HANDS here. Israel seized 
on the kidnap operation as the pretext for a mas 
sive onslaught aimed at destroying Hezbollah’s 
resources and removing it from southern 
Lebanon—a perfectly legitimate goal, in line with 
United Nations resolution 1559, but not one that 
the UN had envisaged as being accomplished by 
Israeli bombs. 

Hezbollah may just have been trying to raise its 
profile in Lebanon and the wider Arab world with 
a small but successful operation that humiliated 
the Israelis—or it may have foreseen the likeli- 
hood of a massive Israeli over-reaction, and calcu- 
lated that it could ride it out and win from it. 

Whether that was its intention or not, it prob- 
ably will ride it out and win. Having fired at least 
90 missiles at Israeli cities every day but two 
since the war began—though they only kill an 
average of one Israeli a day—Hezbollah 
launched only two rockets on Monday (probably 
a crew that didn’t get the message to stop in 
time). If there should be a ceasefire in the next 
week, it will emerge the victor, since no interna- 
tional peace-keeping force is going to fight the 
kind of campaign that would be required to dig it 
and its weapons out of south Lebanon's hills and 
villages. 

And if there is no ceasefire, then the Israeli 
Defence Force will be granted a further opportu- 
nity to demonstrate that it cannot do so either. 
At least, not at a cost in Israeli soldiers’ lives 
that would be remotely acceptable to the Israeli 
public. 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based independent jour- 
nalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. 
His column appears regularly in ue Weekly. v 
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INFINITE LIVES 
<> | infinitelives@vueweekly.com 


“How long must we fight these same bat- 
tles?” —Arngrim, Valkyrie Profile 

A string of numbers on the status 
screen, an accusation: 17:23:45. Seven- 
teen hours and counting over the course 
of five days, 17 hours of wrist-aching PSP 
time, 17 hours of thumbing my way 
through the bullshit of Valkyrie Profile. 
Calendar full of deadlines, notebooks full 
of unrealized projects, sink full of dishes, 
room full of laundry ... it’s a full life. What 
would you do with 17 spare hours in high 
summer? 

These ridiculous gaming jags are get- 
ting fewer and farther between, but with 
infrequency the shame of them gets 
sharper. Play like this all the time and it's 
a lifestyle ... but burn a critical weekend 
on a six-year-old role-playing game that 
you're not even really enjoying—VP went 
cold at about hour six—and it starts look- 
ing a lot like depression. Then again ... 17 
hours over five days? That's just your 
average drone’s television diet—probably 
even a little lighter than most folks’. So 
why does it seem worse, more embar- 
rassing, when it's a videogame? 

"Cause gaming is nerdy, | guess; as 
much as the videogame subculture is 
growing and establishing itself as one of 
our mainstreams, its population is still 
tiny compared to the markets for televi- 
sion and movies and such ... when some- 
one decides to lay on the couch for four 


alkyrie never listens to what I say 


or five hours eating stale chips and guid- 
ing magical fantasy warriors through a 
bunch of monster battles, he’s wasting 
time with useless garbage; if the same 
dude, on the same couch with the same 
chips, watches magical fantasy warriors 
fight a bunch of monster battles, he’s 
spending quality time with Peter Jack- 
son's swords ‘n’ sorcery masterpiece. 

Ah, who am | kidding? Seventeen hours 
is 17 hours, and Valkyrie Profile is to Lord 
of the Rings what a vinyl Zellers Hal- 
loween poncho-and-mask combo is to Spi- 
der-Man’s costume. I'm not feeling guilty 
and depressed because our culture isn't 
ready to accept gaming as a legitimate 
pastime ... I'm feeling guilty and depressed 
because I've got 10 million things to do 
and I've just spent the equivalent of two 
work days doing sweet fuck all, knowing | 
was doing wrong, hating nearly every 
minute of it, and doing it anyway. 

Non-gamers ... do you know what it's 
like, the terror in this? To be grinding, 
grinding, grinding away at a game for 
hours, hypnotized by repetition—role- 
playing games, with their unending series 
of “just one more ... “ milestones are 
worst for this—and all the while there's a 
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remnant of consciousness that's scream- 
ing “Fucking stop this nonsense! You're 
on a goddamned deadline!” ... and you 
won't make yourself stop. You'll make |it- 
tle deals—t'll just level up this one guy; 
I'll quit at the next save point; after | beat 
this boss, I'm done—and you'll screw 
yourself over on each one. There's no joy 
in playing like this, only stress, regret and 
self-loathing. 

What's worse is that I've been playing 
on my PSP, and its screen is very shiny. If 
you're not careful—if you let your eyes 
and brain pull your visual focus back from 
the glowing depths where you attention 
needs to be, or if you forget to look away 
when the screen is black—you get a 
nice, clear closeup, at the worst possible 
neck-fat angle, of your face. Your desper- 
ate face, eyes dead and glassy, sockets 
bagged, mouth slack and unsmiling. 

That's the same face you used to see 
reflected in your childhood glasses of 
kool-aid, the same face you despairingly 
OxyCleaned for an hour before your first 
date ... and in these moments, in that 
black mirror, every spoiled dream from 
every wasted minute from that moment 
‘til now is right there to be mourned. w 
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This is Bombay Calling to the faraway towns 


INDIAN CALL CENTRE WORKERS STEP OUT INTO THE WORLD OF SHIFT WORK AND LATE-NIGHT PARTIES 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@yueweekly.com 
f you've got a landline, it’s sticky 


business answering the 


phone in the evening. It 


could be your folks, or 
even someone you've not : 

. BSS ae ~ THIS ROCKS 

talked to in ages. But it’s 
just-as likely to be someone trying to 
sell you something. As soon as I hear 
the telltale lk silence after I say 
hello or hear the caller stumble over 
1 know that I've been 
We ail do. And, 


itra- 
guilt associated \ 


That is until I 


been an 


it to the phone jockeys of Bom- 
bay Calling 

uite a feat to get the audience 

thize with telemarketers,” 


Fireman of Toronto's Now Maga- 


zine wrote in a € review of the 
m when it p d Hot Docs last 
April. And that is exactly what Mon- 
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BOMBAY CALLING 


DIRECTED BY BEN ADELMAN & SAMIR MALLAL 
METRO CINEMA, $8 


Samir Mallal have done. 

The “characters,”-as Matlal-repeat- 
edly referred to the documentary’s 
Indian subjects during our chat, are 
compelling in their desire to dream 
big dreams: Charles dreams of the day 
when the world trades in Indian 
rupees; Sweetie is able to help buy 
her parents a home with her earnings 
and Sam wants to be famous, entreat- 
ing anybody watching the film to call 
him with job offers, as he can get the 
job done better than anyone. 

Addelman and Mallal (who also 
directed Discordia, a doc about the 
2002 riots at Concordia University) 
have hit documentary gold here. Bom- 
bay Calling might not be what you'd 
call “hard-hitting,” and this is not a 
treatise on how terrible call centres 
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are. But they do put a wrench in the 
gears of the globalization-is-all-bad- 
for-the-developing-world argument. 

Through the hopes and dreams of 
all of their subjects, they reveal a situ- 
ation that is far more complex than 
that. Yes, Western companies are out- 
sourcing telemarketing and1T support 
jobs to countries with far lower 
wages. But like the young Indians of 
Bombay Calling, they are earning sub- 
stantially more than they would as 
doctors or lawyers. 

The directors are entitled wonderful 
access to Epicentre, a small call centre 
in Mumbai. Employees are not only 
taught the ins and outs of the job—the 
longer you can keep a customer on 
the phone, no matter how many times 
they say “no” the closer you are toa 
sale—but they also take accent train- 
ing and culture lessons, which 
includes watching American movies 
like Crocodile Dundee. We then follow 
them to their nightly haunts, where 
they drink and party into the wee 


hours, and, in some cases, meet their 
parents and children. 

Addleman and Mallal generally let 
their subjects speak for themselves, 
and while we sometimes hear their 
questions in the background, they do 
not load the film with their own nar- 


—rTation. That isn’t to say that they don't 


have a solid thesis: footage of their 
subjects at work, at play and being 
interviewed is wonderfully woven 
with street scenes, billboards, car- 
stereo salesmen and Bollywood film, 
giving us a sense of all of the con- 
trasting influences and the changing 
cultural landscape. 

Vue Weekly spoke with Mallal from 
his home in Montreal. Here are some 
of the highlights of our conversation. 


VWEWEEKLY: What inspired you and Ben to 
make Bombay Calling? 

SAMIR MALLAL: 1 wanted to do something 
about India. There were a lot of 
changes happening there, and I want- 
ed to do something about the trans- 


ON THE COVER 


formation that’s happening in India. 
We'd just read an article about this 
call centre where people were faking 
accents and memorizing baseball 
scores and stuff like that, and 
thought, okay, there’s got to be more 
to this story. 


\W: Beyond that article, what did you 
guys go into this knowing? 

Si: Basically what people were say- 
ing is that this is threatening Indian 
identity, but when we went there, we 
found that it was something more 
complex, more like the characters in 
our story, who were not necessarily 
losing their identity just because 
they were changing their names or 
faking accents. It was more that the 
idea of, you know, what it meant to 
be a young Indian was changing. 
And it was incorporating influences 
from all over the place, including 
America, and the culture was open- 
ing up to outside influences in a 
major way, so the call centre, at first, 


| like it was a place where an 
of this young country that’s 


thing to participate in the 

| economy. On a closer look, 

et find that really it’s a way for 

_ these kids to basically to excel and 

have an opportunity that they 
wouldn't have had before. 


WE Before filming Bombay Calling, had 
ou ever been to India? 

IM: Well, I'm Indian, so yeah. I had 
been there nine years before, and it 
had changed dramatically. When I had 
been there before, there were no 
advertisements, billboards; there were 
no coffee shops and stuff like that, no 
cell phones. And when I went there 
this time, it was totally different, in a 
superficial way, but also in a deeper 
way. I mean, a lot of attention was 
being paid to the economy and things 
were really changing in that sense. I 
likened it to a country going through 
puberty. It was kind of like that they 
were discovering all of these things 
for the first time, so it was a really 
interesting time to be there. There's a 
real energy there and an excitement. 


W: How long did it take you to shoot? 
SM: It took us over a year, and the bulk 
of the shooting was 3 - 4 months. But 
from the first scene in the film to the 
end, when we do a “where are they 
now?” kind of thing, that was a year. 


W. You capture a lot of changes within 
the subjects. 

SW: Yes, a bunch of the characters 
changed and evolved, and it does 
have to do with the fact that they are 
working at this place. And the charac- 
ters represent the shift that India is 
going through itself. They're coming 
out, in a sense, and taking their place, 
something that I think that a lot of 
people in India have been waiting a 
long time to do. They have the talent 
and the resources, but they just didn’t 
have whatever it took to attract out- 
side companies to come in to take 
that risk with India, and at the same 
time, the government has opened the 
economy up. And that is what's led 
this influence, or transference, both 
culturally and economically. So yeah, 
it was great to see them change. 


WW: There's a pretty big shift in the film, 
where they go from “rah, rah, this job 
is great” to seeing them out after 
work and saying how they really feel 
about it. Were you surprised when 
they started to say, “this job sucks”? 
5M: I was surprised by that at first, 
because | know that they sometimes 
feel like that, but they don’t actually 
talk about it. Certainly that was some- 
thing that we wanted to explore. In 
India, it tends to be appearances that 
are pretty important, and it’s not the 
Same as here, where people say, 
“yeah, I hate my job,” and complain 
about it to you. There, you have to be 
professional; you don’t say those kind 
of things. So certainly that was some- 
thing that we wanted to discuss in the 
film, that obviously this is a shitty job 
by anybody’s standards. But over 
there, because it pays so high com- 
pared to what skills you need, it’s a 
job that a lot of people want—at least 
people from that strata, the middle 
class kids. So yeah, it was surprising, 
but also good. 


‘ome up, that’s willing to 


Another thing that we wanted to 
happen was them going out, because 
that’s part of the story, of this whole 
call centre phenomenon. The kids 
stay out late and they go out late 
because they have this disposable 
income and they get off work really 


late. And this is-a thing that people - 


don’t really do—maybe young guys 
sometimes. Before, going out was for 
older men, but not young kids. 
Maybe the really, really rich kids in 
Bombay, but usually, you don’t do 
that. Especially for women. Wendy 
even said that she couldn’t even go 
out after seven, which to us sounds 
crazy, but that’s how it is there. So we 
really wanted to show them going 
out, and that part of their life, because 
for some of them, it's a big part of 
what they do all the time, is go out. 


W: There is no overt judgment in how 
you present their lives or jobs in the 
film, Was that ambivalence on your 
part? 

SM: Our approach was that we wanted 
to go in there, focus on the characters 
and show what was going on. Let the 
audience experience what we saw 
and let them make up their own 
minds. I don’t think that there’s an 
ambivalence, It’s just a different 
approach, as opposed to saying, well, 
call centres are this ... | think the film 
shows some of the underlying prob- 
lems of what this can lead to, and a 
lot of the visual imagery of the film 
shows the way that India’s changed 
visually, with billboards and land- 
scape. It tells the story about a place 
that's undergoing a change and that it 
can be bad, and it can also be good. 
Our intention wasn't to go and say, 
“okay here's a film about globaliza- 
tion and globalization is bad.” That 
just wasn’t what we wanted to do. 
And it’s not that black and white 
either, and | don’t even think that 
globalization is bad, myself. I think 
that it’s really easy for us here, being, 
relatively speaking, very wealthy, 
compared to the majority of people 
who are benefitting from globaliza- 
tion—the people in our film, at least— 
it’s very easy from our viewpoint to 
say, “it’s terrible the way these kids 
are being exploited,” but when you 
actually go and talk to them, that's 
not what they're saying, so we need 
to listen to what they are saying and 
find out what's actually going on. 


W: There are a lot of groups in the 
West who have been opposed to the 
idea of outsourcing to India. How do 
you respond to them? 

SM: If you had a problem with your 
computer, would you rather get 
served by a disgruntled high-school 
dropout in the middle of the US or a 
PhD computer science graduate from 
India? I know what my choice would 
be. The people you're talking to, it’s 
not like they're in your living room 
anyways, so what's the difference? I 
think that what has happened is just 
that people are looking for something 
bad to say about it, so they start say- 
ing all this stuff. 

But here in Canada, let’s not forget 
that the first outsourcing destination 
for many US companies, where is it? 
It's Canada, and it has been for years. 
We've benefited enormously from 
this, so why shouldn’t other countries 
as well? wv 


__abase itself completely.” 


Thinking outside of the cubicle? 


Off shore outsourcing has attracted critics from both sides of the ideological fence 
Some large companies extoll the cost benefits to setting up telemarketing and 
IT call centres in India, the Philippines and Singapore, but in the last month, four 
corporations, including Apple, abruptly shut the doors in India. Wages in India 
have grown between 8 and 11 percent in the last year, making companies looking 
for cheap labour shy away. 
_ Others, however, have criticized the developing world’s burgeoning call centre 
industry for exploiting workers and forcing them to trade in their identity to serv- 
ice the West. 
Arundhati Roy, author and activist, said that the adoption of foreign accents 
“for jobs in eall centres show how easily an ancient civilization can be made to 


But then as Bombay Calling director noted, culture evolves and can‘t.ever be 
Static. 

And then, of course, there are those who have been vocal about the loss of 
jobs in the West, and it’s estimated that the number of call centre jobs in Canada 
will decrease by 7 000 - 9 000 in the next five years. 

{Call centres exist in every Canadian province, with the biggest concentration 
being in the Maritimes.) 

lronically though, some 15 years ago, former New Brunswick premier Frank 
McKenna initiated a campaign to inspire American companies to set up their call 
centres in his province, citing the availability of cheap labour as one of the NB's 
best selling points. 

But then on the other side of that coin, an Indian call centre operation recently 
opened up shop in the UK, and joined the ranks of some 400 companies from the 
subcontinent to outsource there. 

So the debate rages on. w 
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Cancelled pipeline 
hearings on again 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
he panel looking at the 
impacts of the proposed 
Mackenzie Gas Project has 
reversed an earlier decision to cancel 
hearings in Edmonton on the contro- 
versial pipeline plan. 

In May, the seven-member Joint 
Review Panel announced that it was 
cancelling hearings scheduled in 
Edmonton and Calgary due to a lack of 
interest. But local environmental 
groups challenged the decision in a let- 
ter to the panel chairperson, pointing 
out that the hearings were not widely 
promoted and were cancelled 10 days 
before the deadline for registration. 

Paula Pacholek, the Joint Review 
Panel manager, says the panel con- 
ducted an overall review in early July 
based on feedback from interested 
groups. “They received responses 
from all those parties, and based on 
that assessment they decided to 
revise their schedule,” she explains. 

Pacholek says that the hearings, 
being held mostly in the Northwest 
Territories, were supposed to wrap up 
in November but have been extended 
to run until mid-April due to the 
response. The Edmonton hearing, 
which will take place on Dec 11, was 
rescheduled as part of the extension. 

The Mackenzie Gas Project will 
move gas from the Mackenzie River 
delta in the Northwest Territories to 
just across the Alberta border. 

The Joint Review Panel, which was 
established to investigate the expected 
environmental and social impacts of 
the project and offer recommenda- 
tions to the government and the 
National Energy Board, has already 
heard some 300 presentations in 18 
communities over 42 days of hearings. 


PAUL FALVO, project lawyer with the 
Sierra Legal Defence Fund who is rep- 
resenting the Sierra Club of Canada 
and the WWF at the hearings, says 
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that he’s not surprised that the hear- 
ings needed to be extended. 

“I can only presume they're recog- 
nizing the enormity of the task that 
they've got, and that they just need 
more time to do it,” he says. 

Falvo points out that the long line- 
ups to make presentations are evi- 
dence of concern about the project, 
and that some people have been 
turned away from crowded hearings. 

He hopes that people in Edmonton 
will take advantage of the opportunity 
provided by the rescheduled hearing 
to voice their concerns about the 
pipeline. 

“It’s a project that’s going to affect 
Alberta as well as the north, it’s going 
to affect all of Canada,” Falvo says. 
“We're obviously hoping that people 
in Edmonton will want to come out 
and have their say because this is a 
project that is purporting to pump a 
lot of gas into Alberta, and it’s going 
to go somewhere.” 

Falvo says that many environmen- 
tal groups believe that the gas is ulti- 
mately destined to provide power for 
the oil sands developments in north- 
ern Alberta. 

“The proponents [of the pipeline] 
are very much invested in the tar 
sands—it's Imperial Oil, Shell, Cono- 
coPhillips—they have huge invest- 
ments in the tar sands and they also 
own anchor fields where the gas is 
coming from. We all think it’s coinci- 
dence that they have these invest- 
ments in the tar sands that are a huge 
appetite for gas and that they want to 
build this line, and are seeking gov- 
ernment subsidies,” Falvo says. 

“They're effectively asking the tax- 
payer to pay them to move their gas 
down their pipeline to their tar sands 
projects.” w 
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It's a dream of unchanging tumult as 
Russia’s past and present mix 


<2 |HOPSCOTCH 


JOSEF BRAUN 
S| hopscotch @vueweekly.com 
The year is 1985 and somewhere in 
Moscow a man named Sukhanov is grad- 
ually losing his grip. Control of the art 
magazine he edits seems to be swiftly 
slipping from him, though his co-workers 
don’t acknowledge this. His beloved wife 
seems to be evading him. His adult chil- 
dren are openly defying him. He acciden- 
tally runs into unwelcome faces from his 
past, some of whom he can’t even 
remember having met. His belongings 
suddenly vanish. Even the weather seems 
to be conspiring to steal whatever shred 
of lucidity he requires merely to function 
like the respected party member and 
state-approved art authority he is. 

Now in his 50s, Sukhanov, clearly, is 
suffering from a mid-life crisis, but one 
made nearly hallucinatory by its having 
been urged into being by a wave of social 
change he can't quite accept as coming to 
fruition in his own lifetime. Glasnost has 
arrived, but in Russia iconoclasm is some- 
thing of a relatively regular occurrence, 
and most often a deceptive one. 
Sukhanov, reluctant to embrace the new 
air of openness, could be prudent or could 
be denial, but either way a renovated 
Russian ideology threatens to reveal to 
him that he’s wasted both a life and a tal- 
ent in his bending to authority for a more 


comfortable existence. 

Transitional states are the ones that 
feel most akin to dreaming, and novels 
have the greatest potential for escorting 
us through periods of great change via 
their intimate access to an individual 
Swept up in this dreamtime. Released this 
past January, O!ga Grushin’s The Dream 
Life of Sukhanov (Putnam, $35) address- 
€s a country in a state of flux that, 20 
years on, seems never to have settled. Her 
Novel comes to us at its historical-poetical- 
ly ideal moment, as Cold War shadows 
flicker in the chilly exchanges of US/Rus- 
sia relations, and the latter country contin- 
ues its uncertain relationship with the 
ostensible death of the autocratic Soviet 
era. Grushin’s richly evocative tale of an 
undigested life of compromises boiling 
over during the thaw ushered in by Gor- 
bachev's ascendancy seems to light upon 
fragments of history that effortlessly ripple 
both backward and forward from the date 
of its setting. As we enter Sukhanov's 
dream life, we have to wonder if glasnost 
itself has not been a mere dream. 


GRUSHIN HERSELF is Russian-American, 
and her prose carries with it the vestiges 
of literary legacies from both sides of the 
Communist divide, echoing the socially 
coded fantasy of Bulgakov while citing 
thematically linked stories by ETA Hoff- 
man. It seems to me that The Dream Life 
of Sukhanoy bears an interesting resem- 
blance to the novels of Kazuo Ishiguro, 
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colours and more reasons to rest easy. Park Place is the 
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tales of somewhat guarded figures haunt- 
ed by the upheavals of the past to the 
degree that their sense of the present 
becomes strangely impaired, stories in 
which the simplest situations can suddenly 
assume shades of menace, surrealistic 
humour or a nostalgia so overwhelming as 
to render the protagonist helpless. 

But Grushin is more conscious of distin- 
guishing states of mind and a sense of 
identifiable place than the dreamy Ishiguro 
generally is; she’s clearer with the lines 
drawn between the personal and political. 
Memory gradually intercepts Sukhanov's 
present-tense reality until the two blur into 
a haze of regret, confusion and self- 
induced amnesia, the fabric of his per- 
ceived world becomes opaque and 
unstable and always reflects the larger 
conflicts that haunt the Russian soul. 
Grushin leads us through these transitions 
deftly, constantly uncovering new triggers 
for Sukhanov's inereasingly phantasmagor- 
ical reveries and shifting seamlessly from 
third-person to first. Sometimes something 
as simple as a certain quality of rain or a 
trudging through woods at night can initi- 
ate Sukhanov's drifts into forgotten events, 
and these make for some of the most sat- 
isfying moments in the novel. 

Alas, however expert the build-up, the 
resolution feels a bit flat, the exactitude 
of atmosphere and behaviour don’t quite 
lead to a full story. Maybe that's where 
Russian history, unstable yet seemingly 
unchanging, simply lets Grushin down. w 
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Grills just want to have fun 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 

ometimes, there's too much 
Se in this city. You feel like 

going out, but the regular 
haunts don’t tempt you. The culinary 
checklist is too daunting: Nepalese? 
Eritrean? Deli? Sometimes, even the 
Italian standbys earn no more enthu- 
siasm than a resounding, “Meh ... I 
suppose ...” 

There should be a restaurant which 
is comfortably elegant yet family- 
friendly. It should be just right for 
dates, get-togethers and business 
lunches. It should be locally owned 
and operated. Most importantly, it 
should offer amazing (yet approach- 
able) food at prices that don’t break 
the bank. 

if | opened a restaurant, I would try 
my hardest to build this kind of place. 
{| might even meet most of these lofty 
goals. Fortunately, the Homefire 
Grill beat me to it and delivered on 
all of them. 

My little family travelled deep into 
the West End, where big boxes spring 
out of the ground while your back is 
tumed. Despite a slightly kitschy (and 
suspiciously chain-like) exterior, the 
cool interior was a blessing of dark 
ochres and burnished metal. Reason- 
able approximations of Navajo sym- 
bols decorated the walls in muted 
coppers, while large fireplaces dotted 
the vast, dim space. 

The open kitchen in back featured 
an enormous wood-burning oven, 
which frescoed the air with the tanta- 
lizing aromas of cooking flesh. Sud- 
denly famished, we nearly sprinted to 
follow our demurely black-clad host- 
ess to our table. 

I admit that I was a little weirded 
out by the paper menus. | almost 
expected a pack of the crayons that 
my daughter was already divesting of 
their paper sleeves. The only way I 
would use paper menus in a nice- 
looking restaurant like this would be 
if | supplied crayons, if | were cheap, 
or if they were time-sensitive in some 
way: | checked the back of the menu 
and saw a list of upcoming events in 
Edmonton. it was a nice touch for a 
restaurant surrounded by hotels. 

The staff was friendly, the décor was 
stylish, but the true test of a restaurant 
is in its fare: Homefire passed with fly- 
ing colours, Prices stayed generally 
under $20, and dishes were garnished 
with some intriguing choices. Whether 
roasted, grilled or barbecued, every 
item seared my imagination. There 
Were enough salads and pastas to sat- 
isfy the vegetarian-inclined, but the 
carnivore within me howled. 


OUR SERVER RECOMMENDED anything 
with bison, so I went for the buffalo 
meat loaf with wild berry sauce ($15) 
and a Homefire Caesar ($4.75), mainly 
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because it offered a stick of aspara- 
gus. My wife chose the evening’s spe- 
cial: two buffalo skewers with mashed 
potatoes ($18) and a coffee ($2). The 
kids’ menu was pretty impressive, 
offering a variety of dishes with pop 
and ice cream for $6. Our daughter 
announced that she would have the 
grilled cheese, and our server offered 
to bring it out right away. 

The fact that a restaurant of such 
(relative) swankiness was so attentive 
to kids earned some major points in 
my book. (My wife came back from a 
washroom visit and told me they had 
toddler-height facilities as well!) 
When the grilled cheese arrived, it 
was even served on thick multigrain 
bread. With generous melted cheese 
in one hand and a forkful of gravy- 
soaked mashed potatoes in the other, 
my little girl was in paradise. 

I paged idly through the drink list 
binder on the table, sipped at my 
spicy Caesar, which had been served 
without the asparagus, and pretended 
not to enjoy the country music. And 
just like that, our entrées arrived. 


MY WIFE'S SKEWERS boasted tender 
carrots, chunks of onion and mush- 
rooms that all gained another level of 
succulence from the alternating 
pieces of bison. The meat was more 
tender than it had any right to be and 


balanced perfectly against the sweet- 
ness of her side mango salad. 

My bison loaf was even better. The 
dense meat had depths that echoed 
across my palate. The berry compote 
floated above, highlighting the 
flavour's tips with sweetness. I'm sure 
there were vegetables and mashed 
potatoes on my plate, and I’m sure 
they were very good, but I don’t 
remember them at all. 

Though we had absolutely no room 
whatsoever, we decided on a dessert 
to match our daughter's dish of ice 
cream. With options like chocolate 
truffle, spiced rum bread pudding and 
a stunning Ice Cream Dream, all for 
$6 or less, there was no saying no. 
Our server advised us that the half- 
baked chocolate chip cookie ($6) was 
simply the best. 

Served in a cast iron skillet, the 
cookie had been popped into the 
wood-fired oven to “half bake". The 
result was a gooey, super-sweet treat 
that was the biggest cookie I had ever 
seen. Rich vanilla ice cream looked 
forlorn as it passed into liquid form at 
an astonishing rate. Our flashing 
spoons quickly put it'out of its misery 

At $55 plus tip to feed the entire 
family, inexpensive Homefire fare isn't 
what you'd call “cheap eats.” And 
every time a couple doesn’t know 
where their romantic evening should 
take place; every time a colleague asks, 
“Where do you want to do lunch?" 
every time a get-together is planned 
and nobody can agree on the cuisine— 
Homefire should be on the list. 

It's on mine. W 
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Go for salmon as thick as a Bricco 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweokly.com 

icture this: it’s the record-set- 
Pr hottest day of the year, and 

my office air conditioner has 
broken down. Trudging through a 
sweaty afternoon, there's a light at the 
end of the tunnel—I have a dinner 
reservation for two. 

I left work, took a cool shower and 
picked up my accomplice for the short 
drive to Calmar’s Bricco Ristorante 
Italiano. Stuffed into what was once 
Thomas Bros General Store on Cal- 
mar’s main drag, Bricco is a small- 
town refuge serving what chef Kirk 
Popik calls “robust country Italian.” 

Flying down the QE2, I was already 
picturing a tall glass of red wine. We 
pulled up, dashed through the 
evening heat, swung open the doors 
and paused. Something wasn’t right. 
There was no air conditioning. 

The cozy, comfortable café was 
three-quarters full and, despite the 
sweltering heat, felt jovial and 
relaxed. A lovely wood stove in the 
middle of the restaurant mocked us as 
we considered our options. 

Then I spotted it. A door hidden 
near the back of the 10-table eatery 
led to a patio on the east side of the 
building. Four umbrella-covered 
tables were fenced for privacy and 
decorated with fragrant potted cedars. 
The small patio was a good five 
degrees cooler than the interior. We 
took our seats and our lovely server 
with a light English accent brought 
out a pair of menus and a full jug of 
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ice-cold water. Bless her. 

The wine menu had an ample 
selection of Italian, American and 
Australian wines, as well as a very 
reasonable corkage fee for those who 
preferred to bring their own. We opted 
to try the vino roso della casa, a 
Valpolicella ($25 per litre). Valpolicel- 
la, from the Veneto region of north- 
eastern Italy, is usually a fruity wine. 
Served in a lovely decanter, the wine 
was light and flavourful, not too over- 
powering, and perfect for the heat. 

My friend recently returned from 
Italy, where he had cycled for several 
weeks, eating fresh Italian food and 
drinking ample local wine. In honour 
of his trip, we ordered bruschetta for 
two ($3.50 each) and lumache grande 
(escargot, $9). 


ITALIAN 


Five secondas were available 
changing regularly with the season. 
We were offered three seafood dishes, 
one pork and one lamb. I chose the 
roast leg of lamb with wild rice ($19) 
and my friend decided on the salmone 
al forno with spinach ravioli ($18) 


WITHIN MOMENTS, our server brought 
out two plates of toasted bread 
topped with heaps of fresh tomatoes, 
onion, basil, garlic and grated Parme- 
san cheese. She offered to add some 
fresh ground pepper, and we both 
accepted. 

Since returning from Italy, my 
friend has made bruschetta regularly, 
trying to replicate the authentic Italian 
flavour he learned to love. He insists 
that it’s all about the fresh ingredi- 
ents. Bricco did not disappoint. The 
bruschetta was warm, crisp and 
bursting with flavour. A smile lit up 
my friend's face: he pronounced it 
authentic and delicious. 

I was excited to see the escargot 
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with additional toast and a 
| of fresh mushrooms, toma- 
onions and zucchini, the extra- 
cargot were tender and 
it. Ample garlic and olive oil 
a genuine Italian flair. 
rief opportunity to enjoy 
nother few sips of wine, our steam- 
trées arrived, delightfully pre- 
imple white plates. 
nd's baked salmon was a 
id a half thick, covered in 
white sauce. It smelled of 
ind tarragon, and enveloped 
lemade spinach-stuffed ravioli. 
A copious amount of red and green 
peppers, onions, broccoli, zucchini and 
red onions complemented the meal 
and was prepared al dente, The tender 
pink salmon was out of this world. 

My lamb was piled high on half my 
plate, coated with a demi-glace and 
topped with blueberries. The other 
half of my plate was evenly shared by 
a heap of mashed potatoes and the 
same array of vegetables served to my 
companion. (My wild rice seemed to 
be missing.) 

| tore into the lamb, picking around 
bits of gristle and fat that are virtually 
impossible to avoid with this hardy 
ruminant, and found the meat tender 
and moist. The sauce was smooth 
and savoury, its use of fresh blueber- 
ries very appealing. The potatoes 
were topped with grated Parmesan 
cheese and little burnt bits that 
reminded me, quite pleasantly, of my 
mother’s potatoes. 

We had time to digest while our 
server brewed a pot of decaf coffee 

"just for us ($1.50 each). She inadver- 
tently left the dessert menu with us, 
which ultimately resulted in our 
unnecessary consumption of the rich- 
est flourless chocolate torte I've ever 
encountered ($5). I still have choco- 
late stains from the experience. 

While nibbling on our complimen- 
tary Hershey's Kisses and sipping the 
last of our bottomless cups of coffee, 
we watched Kirk’s father-in-law spray 
cold water on the roof of the building. 
It was a gallant effort in the unbear- 
able heat. 

Climbing back into the car, we con- 
cluded that we had unquestionably 
experienced an authentic Italian meal 
In the unlikeliest of places. Locals 
flock to Bricco for excellent service, 
quality cuisine and fair prices. Despite 
its proximity to the middle of 
nowhere, city-dwellers will find the 
Crive well worth it. 

Next time we make the sojourn, 
though, we'll try it on a cooler day. v 


Editor's note: We welcome Kirk Popik 
back from Alberta at the Smithsonian, 
where he was the first non-US catering 
company to run the feature concession 
tent. Congratulations, Kirk! 
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A live operator is waiting for your call! 
Simply ask to be connected with a specific business or 
describe the type of business you are looking for and 
what area you want to search in! 
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Can you take me to City Market? 
Pretty please with chai tea butter-cream icing on top? 


IAIN ILICH / iain@vueweekly.com 
s the resurgence of down- 
rey town living continues its 
climb in Edmonton, it seems 
only natural that the City Market 
should grow and flourish in its urban 
core. It serves a clientele of both local 
residents and other city dwellers in 
the lovely open-air surroundings of 
104th Street north of Jasper Avenue. 
The area’s renaissance has helped 
the market to become even larger, 
attracting an ever-increasing crowd of 
both vendors and shoppers in a trend 
that looks set to continue with the 
growing residential focus of the 
neighbourhood. Every Saturday 
between 9 am and 3 pm, from late 
spring until Oct 7, you'll find every- 
thing from organic fowl to old-time 
candies. Everything from handmade 
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CTY MARKET ON TOATH STREET (BETWEEN 
LASPER AVENUE AND 103 AVENUE) 


jewellery to farm-fresh veggies is sold 
by vendors along the two-block strip 
of covered tables that line the street, 
rain or shine. 

“Snow has happened,” laughs 
Christine Hassay, the Edmonton 
Downtown Farmers’ Market Associa- 
tion executive director and City Market 
manager. “I think only once in the last 
three years have we been taken out by 
the wind. I remember that, because it 
was so windy, it was knocking tables 
over—tables with jam on them.” 

While its current location is a rela- 


TRY ONE OF 4 GREAT BEERS FROM 


tively recent development, the City 
Market has a long and storied history 
in Edmonton. 

“The Edmonton Downtown Farm- 
ers’ Market started in 1912,” says Has- 
say, noting that the market was 
originally housed on the spot current- 
ly occupied by Sir Winston Churchill 
Square. “We were the first market in 
Edmonton—ever. 

“We were down in the general area 
of Churchill Square and 97 Street for a 
great number of years," Hassay con- 
tinues. “The market did really well 
throughout the '70s and ‘80s, and 
then the market started to suffer on 
97th in the ‘90s. In 2000, we moved. 

“At the time, we had 12 vendors left 
from the old market,” Hassay says. “We 
moved down to 104 Street to open 
Edmonton's only urban open-air mar- 
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ket. We are the only outdoor seasonal 
market, only open from spring ‘til fall. 
So, we moved with 12, and by the time 
we opened, there were 80 vendors! 
Now we're up to 120-some three years 
later. We've done quite a bit of good.” 

So, to what does she attribute the 
success of the market in its new loca- 
tion, which can see as many as 8 000 
shoppers on a given Saturday? 

“| think being open-air is a huge 
thing for downtown, and for the mar- 
ket, because it provides such a differ- 
ent atmosphere that you don’t get in 
an indoor setting,” Hassay explains. 
“| think the 104 Street location is good 
as well. It’s a little bit more central, 
for the people who live west of down- 
town, because that’s where a lot of 
our community comes from.” 

According to Hassay, the unique 
and diverse range of vendors has also 
played a huge part in the success of 
the market. 

“We are a member of the Alberta 
Farmers’ Market Association, so a 
minimum of 80 per cent of our stuff is 
handmade, homemade or home- 
grown. Approximately 60 to 70 per 
cent of those consist of agricultural or 
food vendors.” There is, of course, a 
reason for the concentration of foodie 
goodies. 

“There's no denying people come 
for food,” Hassay smiles. “They come 
to pick up their produce and their 
meats. They tend to find other things 
along the way. But that's pretty stan- 
dard for markets, and most of the 
crafters know that. 

“The crafters are very dependent on 
the food vendors, because food brings 
people in. Once they’re there and 
they've got what they need, they start 
looking for other stuff for themselves 
or gifts or whatnot.” 


A REGULAR STAPLE at the City Market, 
the Whimsical Cake Studio is popular 
with market shoppers of all ages. It 
tempts young and old alike with the 
sweet delight of cupcakes, the likes of 
which your neighbourhood grocery 
store bakery has never seen. As a 
matter of fact, Hassay is a big fan. 

Along with her partner in cupcak- 
ery, Ken “Mr. Cupcake” Isla, 26-year- 
old Ailynn Santos has built a regular 
clientele at the City Market. While her 
day job as a substitute teacher may 
keep her busy during school-year 
weekdays, on Saturdays during the 
summer, her life becomes that of a 
cupcake chef éxtraordinaire. She 
bakes up a storm for the farmers’ mar- 
ket crowd and expands her passion 
for cupcakes into a viable business. 

In fact, Santos has turned her cup- 
cake stand into a full-fledged cupcake 
catering business. She provides spe- 
cially-decorated cupcakes for a vari- 
ety of functions, including weddings 
where the bride and groom have 
eschewed the traditional multi-lay- 
ered wedding cake in favour of some- 
thing, well ... a bit more whimsical. 

There are currently over 20 varieties 
of Whimsical Cupcakes in Santos's 
repertoire, although she continues to 
experiment with new recipes and top- 


pings. During the Stanley Cup finals, 
she even decorated sets of special Oil 
ers-themed cupcakes with player 
names and numbers. 

The cupcake flavours are anything 
but ordinary, with six different types 
available for purchase at the City Mar- 
ket each week. You can indulge in the 
subtle pleasures of the Frosted Blues, 
a vanilla butter cake topped with a 
blueberry butter-cream icing (hello, 
Lac St Jean, Quebec!) or the ever-pop- 
ular Funky Monkey, featuring a rich 
chocolate cake base with banana but- 
ter-cream icing. Consider the Love 
Spell, a marbled mix of vanilla and 
chocolate cake, with a semi-sweet 
chocolate ganache on top. 

On the truly whimsical end of the 
spectrum, the Just Ginger cupcake 
combines a gingerbread base with 
fudge icing, while the Mocha Chai 
blends a mocha cake base with a 
chai tea butter-cream icing, complete 
with a dash of cinnamon on top 
How can you go wrong with some- 
thing like that? 

“We have two signature flavours,” 
Santos explains, “One is called New 
Yorker at Heart. It’s a chocolate 
mocha cake with an Italian meringue 
icing, which has a little bit of coffee in 
it. The other one is the Neapolitan a la 
Cupcake, chocolate with strawberry 
icing and white chocolate.” 

Santos was originally inspired to 
start her small business after spending 
time in New York, where she learned 
the finer points of cupcake culture. 

“I was teaching in New York for a 
while. They have cupcake shops on 
every corner of the street, almost,” San- 
tos says. “So I came back home and | 
thought, ‘I could do this; this is fun.’” 

However, if you want to get a cup- 
cake (or 10?), you'd better show up 
early. The most popular varieties run 
out quickly. In fact, it’s not uncom- 
mon for Santos to completely sell out 
her entire stock of around 250 cup- 
cakes by the early afternoon. 

“We're here setting up by about 
8:15, 8:30,” says Santos. “You should 
definitely try to get here before 11 
o'clock, just to be On the safe side. 
Sometimes we're sold out by noon.” v 
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For millions of Canadians, the name “Bud- 
weiser’ is synonymous with the watered- 
down, American corporate behemoth 
masquerading as a beer. What they likely 
don't know is that the name is stolen goods. It 
was legally sanctioned, but theft nonetheless. 

Back in 1265, a groundbreaking Czech 
brewer in a small town the Germans called 
Budweis (Ceské Budejovice) crafted a lager. It 
was nothing like the darker, heavier brews 
made at the time. The beer was so original 
and so delicious that the Emperor of the Holy 
Roman Empire christened its maker as his 
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royal brewery. 

Along with the title, the Emperor guaran- 
teed for all time that only beer made in this 
small town could carry the name “Budweiser.” 
For hundreds of years, Budweiser Budvar, one 
of the best lagers in the world, came out of 
this town. 

Unfortunately, no one told the Americans. 
In 1876, Anheuser-Busch began brewing its 
own golden lager, labelled it “Budweiser,” and 
within a few decades it became the biggest 
selling beer in the world. Today, no beer 
comes close to matching the yearly sales of 
Anheuser-Busch’s “Bud,” 

With corporate power came the corporate 
bully. Anheuser-Busch launched a lawsuit 
against the makers of Budweiser Budvar, 
claiming copyright infringement. The case 
lingered for decades. Though their legal posi- 
tion was weak, Bud's team of high-priced 
lawyers was mighty. In the end, a threatened 
boycott of Czech hops (hops is a key agricul- 
tural staple for the Czech Republic and 
Anheuser-Busch is its single largest buyer) 
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Was enough to force the Czech government 
to cave. A 700-year-old beer was forbidden 
in North America. 

The beer resurfaced as Czechvar. It can be 
found in Edmonton liquor stores without its 
historical name, but with its former glory 
intact. 

Czechvar possesses a light gold colour, 
with a rich white head. It presents a soft, 
grainy malt flavour and aroma balanced by a 
founded bitterness. Neither quality domi- 
nates, as it should be. Its texture is medium- 
bodied and almost velvety. it dries out at the 
end, as the grainy sweetness fades away 
while the bitterness lingers 

Czechvar is more understated than its 
famous cousin, Pilsner Urquell, and beer 
drinkers are divided on which is a finer ver- 
sion of the Bohemian Pilsner style. Personally, 
| prefer the more distinct floral hop character- 
istics of Pilsner Urquell over the more muted 
Czechvar. 

But | will still take a real “Bud” over the 
American monstrosity any day. w 
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AROUND THE WORLD IN A WEEKEND You're kidding, right? You don’t 
really need to be reminded about this weekend, do you? The single best 
festival in Edmonton's stellar season happens this weekend in Hawrelak 
Park: take a bottle of water, an umbrella, bus fare and a Food Bank dona- 
tion. It's Heritage Days! 

On the festival's 31st anniversary, 58 pavilions will offer a taste of 
over 70 different cultures from around the world, all found in your back- 
yard! Pick up some satay and sample some of the sweetest baklava on 
the planet as you cruise through the crafts and artwork. The Sultan's tent 
in the Arab pavilion is a must-see. Check your watch though: you will 
never forgive yourself if you miss the Irish step dancers 

The cultural (and culinary) smorgasbord is impossible to beat. Check 
out heritage-festival.com if you need to, but your best bet is to throw 2 
jacket and your sun block into a backpack and show Jp any afternoon 
from Saturday to Monday. The Heritage Festival will rock your world 


FOOD NEWS! 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary happenings around town. Got 
an event, an announcement or some unsubstantiated gossip? 
dish@vueweekly.com or fax 426.2889, 
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Pull the curtain aside and you'll see Wayne’s world 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
ou can tell Wayne Paquette 
y isn’t used to talking about 
himself: he’s actually excited 
about the prospect of being inter- 
viewed. 

“| thought maybe I should wear a 
suit and tie,” he laughs, miming tight- 
ening up a double Windsor over his 
sleek black sweater. “Maybe | should 
address you as sir?” 

He'll have to get used to having 
eyes on him pretty quickly, though: 
after a decade of being one of Edmon- 
ton’s premiere behind-the-scenes 
men, this looks like the year that peo- 
ple are going to start paying attention 
to the humble stage manager. 

Getting his start nearly by acci- 
dent—” I went into drama trying to 
be an actor. I still think I'm not a bad 
actor, but I came up against people 
who were just ten times better than 
me,” he admits—Paquette first tried 
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his hand at handling for MFA direct- 
ing students at the U of A while he 
was still an unsatisfied undergrad 
pursuing a drama/film studies 
degree. 

From there, his reputation as a 
skilled go-between for actors and 
directors grew. Latching on first with 
Shadow Theatre, until his glowing 
reputation found him behind the cur- 
tain at the Citadel, Paquette has gone 
from making sure student actors 
make their triumphant entrances in 
expressionist Shakespeare to stage 
managing the most elaborate produc- 
tion to ever hit Edmonton stages, the 
Citadel's wire-flying, boat-moving 
Peter Pan, in less than 10 years. 


AERIKADEY! 2006 


crn Islands 
SotAug dke7suns 
HR 


nf As d lhaepe . 
afrika 5 ey: com 


Gipkhah 


AND NOW, his reputation has almost 
become too good for itself. This past 
June saw Paquette join a rarified club, 
as he picked up two Sterling Awards 
in one night. While he finally received 
a long-overdue nod in the Outstand- 
ing Achievement in Production cate- 
gory for his stage management work, 
he also picked up something far less 
expected: Outstanding Direction of a 
Fringe Play for his work on the wildly 
successful Afterplay, which just so 
happened to be his first attempt at 
directing. 

“| keep saying that I’m working on 
my disappointing follow-up,” he 
jokes, referring to his next Fringe 
attempt, The Christian Brothers, which 
once again will star collaborator John 
Sproule, “but it’s nice to have a suc- 
cess under your belt.” 

Still, though, he’s not quite sure 
how to deal with the sudden burst of 
attention. It's all very nice, of course, 
and humbling and especially mean- 
ingful because it comes from his 
peers, but you get the impression that 
it’s a lot more than his acting talent, 
or lack thereof, that keeps him out- 
side the spotlights. 

“Even since I was young, I hada 
desire to be in charge of something, 
deciding what people look at—I like 
that. But I also like not to be seen,” he 
explains, eyes focusing behind his 
thick, black glasses. “I think it’s just 
the way I look at myself. I sort of look 
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at myself as a bit of an out- 
sider, a bit of a recluse, who 
likes to be a part of many 
things but not really recog- 
nized. For me, it’s terrific to 
know where everything is, but 
nobody knows where I am, 
sort of. I like that.” 

For Paquette, then, 
directing—though he 
points out that he’s no 
expert—and stage manage- 
ment come from a very 
similar place: making sure 
all the right strings are 
pulled, and keeping 
hands out of the 
tableau. 

“In both cases, 
you’re running things, 
you're making things 
happen, you’re finding 
out what works for 
actors, and making sure 
they have what they need 
to do what they want to 
do,” he points out. 

“You're still a part of 
that creative flow—though 
as a stage manager, some- 
times you have to bite your 
tongue a bit, and just do what the 
director's saying—but you're not 
the one that has to go up onstage,” 
he adds, before pausing, and com- 
ing to an admission. 

“Instead, you get to worry back- 
stage.” Ww 
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Effective communication is the 
backbone of any business in any 
industry. Public relations professionals 
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education (30 credits minimum, with 
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includes two months on-the-job 
experience, 
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Puerile preocupation with sexuality mires Body 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO / agnieszka@vueweekly.com 
ong before Body: New Art 
from the UK came to town, I 
instigated a passionate adver- 

tising campaign among my friends 

and family. 

“British art is the best art in the 
world right now. Its art has long over- 
taken US in churning out hoards of 
edgy, funny, clever, internationally 
renowned artists,” I raved. “Comelia 
Parker,” | stammered with excitement, 
“she is the best. She does these bril- 
liant, beautiful installations with light 
and charred wood. 

“And Tracey Emin, she may be a bit 
much for me—creating art about 
everyone and everything she has ever 
slept with—but at least it’s entertain- 
ing. So you've got to get to get to the 
Art Gallery this month.” 

Sadly, almost everyone (including 
my daughter who gave up a great 
date to make it to the opening) took 
me seriously and off we went in a 
convoy of cars to the Art Gallery of 
Alberta. 

As we approached the show | felt 
like a guide with a flock of tourists 
trailing behind. We ascended the 
monumental staircase at the AGA 
with mounting anticipation and right 
there in front of us was ... well, | am 
not sure what it was. There was some 
“scaffolding” around a cheap cabinet 
with a half-broken, Alexander Calder- 
like mobile precariously placed. 

(The gallery staff must have been 
confused too, as the scaffolding dis- 
appeared at my next visit and the 
mobile seemed relocated.) 

I sheepishly began to explain to my 
attentive entourage that new British 
art is content based. “The idea is as 
important as the artwork. You have to 
look for the iconoclastic humour. This 
Piece is a spoof on established art 
forms," I elucidated as they stood with 
dubious expressions over their faces. 


AS WE TURNED the corner, I sighed 
with relief. We were now face to face 
with an infamous Tracey Emin piece; 
looking straight at the hand stitched 
artist's vagina with her stuffing coins 
cither into it or pulling them out of it. 
(Lam not sure which.) 

“She is the bad girl of British art, she 
Was raped as a young girl,” I explained, 
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my voice rising pleadingly. “Her work 
shatters conventional attitudes toward 
sexuality.” My tour of friends nodded 
politely and moved on to the next 
work: a really dirty mattress lying on 
the floor with a few strips of metal 
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attached to a beaten up tray. 

1 must have looked stumped. “I 
guess you can’t explain this one,” one 
friend ventured boldly risking our 20- 
year relationship. “You are right,” | 
replied honestly. At this point my lit- 
tle tour dispersed, leaving me to pon- 
der the complexities of new British 
art alone. 

I tried. I read all the titles, looked 
past the sloppy craftsmanship, lack of 
skill and aesthetics to seek the ground 
breaking content. I watched entire 
reels of exceedingly boring videos. I 
even visited the gallery twice. But 
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alas, to no avail 

At the end of my efforts, all | 
uncovered was that these new British 
artists have a puerile preoccupation 
with sexuality (take for instance the 
diptych by Fiona Banner containing a 
tedious diatribe of dirty talk such as 
“The sitting girl lets her knees fall 
apart,” and “His balls are hairy and 
tight,” and so on ad infinitum) and a 
teen-aged fascination with rebellion 
(as exemplified in Carey Young's seri- 
ously soporific video where she 
repeats and repeats and repeats ... “I 
am a revolutionary ”) 
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It was all as funny, novel, intellec- 
tually stimulating and erotically titil- 
lating as a high school bash. How sad 
for the British Council, who partially 
sponsored this exhibition and proudly 
placed British flags all over the invita- 
tions. And how sad for my friends, 
whose disappointment was palpable 
as they left the gallery and who won't 

taking my advice any time soon 

All I can say to them—if they are 
still willing to listen—is sorry, there 
really is some amazing art in going on 
Britain. Too bad none of it came with 
this show. W 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING AUG 3. "2008. 


1. Thom Yorke -The Eraser (xi) 


2. Johnny Cash - American 5:A Hundred Highways (american) 
3. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Haris - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
4. Various - Bort Gout Henke iia i Soares Sa 


5. Tool—10,000 Days (zomba) 


6. Michael Franti & Spearhead — Yell Fire!! (anti) 


7. Peaches - Impeach My Bush (x) 


8. Various — Alberta: Wild Roses Northem Lights (smithsonian) 
9. Sufjan Stevens - The Avalanche (asthmatic kitty) 


10. Los Lonely Boys - Sacred (epic) 


11. James Hunter — People Gonna Talk (rounder) 

12, Bruce Springsteen - We Shall Overcome: The Seeger Sessions (columbia) 
13. AFl- Decemberunderground (interscope) 

14. The Wailin' Jennys — Firecracker (jericho beach) 

15. Golden Smog - Another Fine Day (lost highway) 

16. The Co-Dependants — Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) 

17. Jeremy Spencer — Precious Little (blind pig) 


18. Danny Michel - Valhalla (maple) 
19. MrLif - Mo'Mega (def jux) 


20. Various - 30 Years Of Stony Plain (stony plain) 

21. The Dudes - Brain Heart Guitar (load) 

22. Alexi Murdoch — Time Without Consequence (zero summer) 
23. Binary Star — Masters Of The Universe (la underground) 
24. Sonic Youth — Rather Ripped (Geffen) 

25. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 

26. Roy Forbes — Some Tunes For That Mother Of Mine (aka) 
27. Martyn Joseph — Deep Blue (true north) 

28. Gnarls Barkley - St Elsewhere (downtown) 

29. Regina Spektor - Begin To Hope (sire) 

30. Neko Case - Fox Confessor Brings The Flood (mint) 


PAUL WELLER 
CATCH FIRE: LIVE 


23 tracks make up this 


killer live set from the 


man himself. Catch Fire shows 
Paul Weller perfecting his craft for a 
crowd of die hards. Check it out! 


Please. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


DANCE 


NRITHYA KARNATAKA Myer Horowitz 
Theatre, U of A Campus (716-1950) * Nupura 
Dance Troupe's production p resented by 
Edmonton Raga-Mala and Image India show- 
casing the Mysore style of Bharathanatyam 
Sat, Aug. 5 (7:30pm) * Tickets available at 
merchantix.com, and the door 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 
106 St (488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
(closed all hols) # COVER-UPS AND REVELA- 
TIONS: Tapestry portraits by Barbara Heller, 
where the faces are obscured by clothing or cos- 
tume; until Aug. 22 # OUTSIDE THE BOX: A sur- 
vey exhibition of innovative and creative furni- 
ture; until Sept. 30 * FAIRYTALES, FOLKLORE 
AND MYTH COMMUNICATIONS... PART 1: 
Artworks by metalsmith Shona Rae; until 
September 2 ¢ ALBERTA CLOSE UP AND PER- 
SONAL: Art quilts by Calgary quilter Anna 
Hergert; Aug. 24-Sept. 30 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-3679) ¢ ELEMENTAL: Recent works 
by St. Albert artists Allison Argy-Burgess and 
Sharon Moore-Foster; Aug. 3-Sept. 2; opening 
reception and art walk: Thu, Aug. 3 (6-Spm) 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue Wed Fri 
10:30am-8pm; Thu 10:30am-5pm; Sat-Sun 
\1am-5pm ¢ NORTHERN PASSAGE: The Arctic 
Voyages of A.Y. Jackson, Frederick Banting and 
Lawren Harris; until Sept. 10 * SWEET /MMOR- 
TALITY: Douglas Clark's installation project; until 
Sept. 10 ¢ N/IGHTSCAPES: Urban and rural, mys- 
tery of night-time scenes by Dan Bagan, Hendrik 
Bres, Kari Dukes, K. Gwen Frank, Jerzy Gawlak, 
Les Graff, Gordon Harper, Robert Nichols, Jim 
Stokes, Raymond Thériault and Richard Wear; 
until Sept. 10 ¢ ART BAR: Installation by Jesse 
Sherburn; until Aug. 27 ¢ HAPPY HOUR AT THE 
ART BAR: every Thu until Aug. 24 (4-8pm); Aug. 
10, Aug, 17, Aug. 24 (4-8pm); Late Night at the 
Art Bar: M.A.0.E. Night; Aug. 11 (9pm-1am) ¢ 
BODY: NEW ART FROM THE U.K.: Thirteen 
artists using the body as their main subject; 
until Aug. 27 © Children’s Gallery: ALPHABET 
SOUP. incorporating illustrations by Lorna 
Bennet; through 2006 ¢ Lecture: Charles Hill: 
The Group of Seven: A Point of Contention Aug. 
3; $10/$8 (AGA member/student) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453- 
1555) © Floral and still-life paintings by Lyse 
Paquette, narrative artist Sylvie Brunet and 
landscape artist Cheryl Chartier * Until Aug. 4- 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482- 
1204) ¢ SPRING GALLERY WALK: Featuring art- 
works by Norval Morrisseau, Jane Ash Poitras, 
George Littlechild, Joane Cardinal-Schubert and 
new works by Laura Lee Harris 


CAELIN ARTWORKS 4728-50 Ave, Wetaskiwin 
(780-352-3519 .1-888-352-3519) * Open: Mon- 
Fri: 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat: noon-4pm © Artworks 
by Leon Strembitsky, Colleen McGinnis, Donna 
Brunner, Rosalind Grant, Judy Hauge 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 
(CAVA) 9103-95 Ave (461-3427) © CREATIVITY 
CELEBRATION: Artworks by Jacques Martel, 
Jerry Berthelette, Laura Watmough, Diane 
Pearson and Jody Swanson # Aug. 11-23 ¢ 
Opening reception: Aug. 11 (7-8:30pm) 


COLLECTIVE CONTEMPORARY ART 102, 
6421-112 Ave (491-0002) © Open: Wed-Fri 12- 
5:30, Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4pm # LIKE 
MUSIC FOR YOUR EYES: Artworks by Renee la 
Roi, Valery Goulet, Krista Hamilton, Rob Buttery; 
small artworks by Genevieve Dionne and Ben 
Skinner * Proceeds to the Canadian Diabetes 
Association * Through August 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 
12419 Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) ¢ Open: Tue by 
appointment only, Wed-Fri 10am-5:30pm, Sat 
10am-4pm, closed long weekends * COLLEC- 
TION 2006: New artworks by various artists 
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EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492- 
0166) * Open: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm © 


ICE/FIRE/WATER: Artworks by Sharon Delblanc _ 


© Until Aug. 16 


FAB GALLERY Aim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 
St, 89 Ave (492-2081) © Open: Tue-Fri 10am- 
5pm, Sat 2-5pm * UNDER THE SIEVE. Works 
by Michelle Murillo (final visual presentation 
for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in 
Printmaking) ¢ Aug. 8-26 © Opening reception: 
Thu, Aug. 10(7-10pm) 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley Milner Library, 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) © 
Open Mon-Fri Sam-9pm; Sat Sam-6pm; Sun 1- 
5pm © TRANSFORMATIONS: Acrylic artworks 

on paper by Jarom Scott © Until Aug. 31 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) 
© Open Mon-Fri 10am-5Spm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ 
WITHOUT END: Large-scale figurative photo- 
graphs Chantal Gervais ® Fromt Room: 
VISITANT: Photographs by Jill Watamaniuk * 
Until Aug. 26 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 
10831 University Ave (433-5282) ¢ Open: Mon- 
Fri Sam-4pm © Artworks by the instructors of 
Strathcona Place; until Sept. 21 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St 
(465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 
10am-5pm © Artworks by Phyllis Web Jeffery, 
Dave Ripley, Meta Ranger, Don Sharpe, stained 
glass by Ernest Douglas, clay/wood works by 
Shaz and bronze sculptures by Joan Nourry- 
Barry * Through August 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St 
(479-8424) ¢ Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 
9:30am-4pm © Artworks by Glenda Beaver, Jim 
Painter, Wendy Risdale and prints by Norval 
Morrisseau and pottery by Bob Blackmore ¢ 
Through August 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, 2nd FI (423-5353) 
© Open Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 12-5pm ¢ Main 
Space: THE EXPANSE; Series of drawings by 
Tony Baker ® ProjEx Room: STANDING UP 
FOR NOTHING: Drawings, digital prints and 
photographs. built around the ‘one-liner’ a visual 
exploration of humour and language by Kyle 
Beal (Montreal) ¢ Aug. 4-Sept.2 © Opening 
night: Aug. 4 (8pm) 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440- 
112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; 
Sat-Sun 1-8pm ¢ LIMITLESS POTENTIAL: 
Paintings by the members of the Canadian 
Society of Painters in Watercolour celebrating 
their 80th anniversary # Until Aug. 20 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) ¢ 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm ¢ 
JUST FOR FUN: Focus on Fibre Art Association; 
until Aug. 27 © Dining Room Gallery: 
Paintings by Madeleine Bellmond; until Aug. 24 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) © 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, 
Thu 6-8pm ¢ COME DREAM WITH ME: 
Artworks by Danny The Clown (Danny 
Tremoyne) ® Until Aug. 18 © Opening recep- 
tion, artist in attendance, Aug. 3 (4-7:30pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) © Open: Tue-Sat 
(10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) ¢ LIKENESS: 
Artworks by Sven Andersson, Pam Thompson, 
and Shelley Rothenburger; Aug. 3-26; opening 
reception: Thu, Aug. 3 (6-Spm) * YouthVentures 
Zine: Drop-in Wed and Thu (3-5pm); meetings on 
Thu (3pm): Art zine for youth; Zine release party: 
Thu, Aug. 3 (6-Spm) © ArtVentures: Profile 
Portraits; Aug. 19 for children 6-12; $2/child 


RED STRAP MARKET 10305-97 St * Open: 
Tue-Sun 11am-5pm * PSEA PHOTOGRAPHY 
EXHIBIT: Group show by members of the 
Photographic Society of Edmonton ¢ Aug, 19- 
20 (11am-5pm) 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800-661- 
4726) ¢ Open: Tue-Sun 10am-5pm © LIFE AND 
TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 17, 
2006 © $9 (adult)/$7 {youth)/$5 (child)/free 
(child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
www.royalalbertamuseum.ca © SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED: How consumer goods were 
brought to Western Canada from 1880-1960; 
until Sept. 4 FROM GEISHA TO DIVE: THE 
KIMONOS OF ICHIMARU: Kimonos, sashes, 
wigs, combs, fans, sandals and other belong- 
ings of Ichimaru providing insight into women’s 
history in Japan; until Sept. 4 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm ¢ AUGUST EXHIBI- 
TION: Featuring works by Carol and Richard 
Selfridge and new sculptures by David Mitchell 
© Aug. 4-Sept. 5 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) « 
Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm ¢ PRINT ARTS 
NORTHWEST, COMMON THREAD: Curated by 
Jill McElroy; until Aug. 16 © LOVE THOSE 
CLOTHES YOU WEAR: Music with DJ Aims, 
Turkish food, and an auction of clothing hand 
printed by local artists. Silent auction fundrais- 
er, proceeds to support SNAP’s programming 
Aug. 19 (8pm); free 


SUN AND MOON VISIONARIES ARTISANS 
GALLERY 12227-108 Ave (433-3097) « 
sagetawin sacred self: Artworks by the Sun and 
Moon Visionaries Aboriginal Artisan Society « 
Until Aug. 6 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House, 
10215-112 St (421-1731) * Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
4pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ ALBERTA WIDE SHOW 
2006: Award winning artworks by members; 
until Aug. 26 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452 
0286) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm Thu 10am- 
8pm © SUMMER GROUP SHOW: Recent works 
by artists including Isla Burns, Clay Ellis, 
Susanna Espinoza, James Lahey, Peter von 
Tiesenhausen, Robert Wiseman, Karen Cantine 
Linda Lindemann, Wesley Anderson, Barbara 
Hirst, Jen Bowes, and Carolyn Campbell 


LITERARY 


COWBOY POETRY GATHERING Stony Plain 
(963-5998) © Featuring poets Doris Daley, Sue 
Harris, Howard Norskog, Floyd Bear, Jake 
Peters and Ben Crane, Fred Miller, Frank 
Gleeson, Carmen Lindsay, Tammy Gislason, 
Stewart Macdougall, and Bryn Thiessen as 
well as many others * August 18-20 © $15 
(daily pass)/$30 (weekend pass)/$5 (Friday 
night no BBQ)/$20 (Friday night with BBQ) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave « 
Music, poetry, and performance art open stage 
hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra 
© Every Thu (8pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm 
Sat 8pm and 10:30pm ¢ Impr; Aug, 3-5; Kevin 
Foxx; Aug, 10-12 © Chris Warren; Aug, 17-19 « 
Bob Beddow; Aug. 24-26 . 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM 
8882-170 St (483-5999) * Open: nightly 8pm 
Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, 
Sun 8pm ® Hit or miss Mondays: amateurs and 
professionals; Mon, Aug. 7 * Get Hypnotized 
with Sheldon Fingler; Tue, Aug. 8 ® Rick 
Bronson—one night only, stand-up with guests 
Wed, Aug. 9 ® John Camponera from the 
Tonight Show and The Dennis Miller Show with 
Kelly Soladuka and guest; Aug. 10-13 © Hit or 
miss Mondays: amateurs and professionals; 
Mon, Aug. 14 © Alternative Tuesdays: Tue, 
Aug. 15 © The Fresh Faces of Stand-up; Wed, 
Aug, 16 © Robbie Printz from MTV and Comedy 
Central with Rick Bronson and guests 
Powerman and Just For Laughs hit Andrew 
Iwanyk; Aug. 17-20 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry 
Mall (481-9857) ¢ Open: Wed-Fri 8pm, Sat 8pm 
and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm © Wed Get Your Yuk's, 
professional comedy night: $5 © Sun: Pro Am 
Comedy Jam and Industry Night; $10 © Kevin 
Mcgrath, J.P Fournier, Todd Krepakevich, and 
Paul Sveen; Aug. 3-6 


THEATRE 


BUTCH, SUNDANCE AND THE GANG 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(484-2424) ¢ Aug. 18-Oct. 22 


EBONY Red Strap Art Market 10305-97 St 
(497-2211) ¢ Pounding Nails Productions pres- 
ents this theatrical adaptation of Edgar Allan 
Poe's The Black Cat and Masque of the Red 
Death, written by April Killins, Nicholas Mather 
and Daniel Anderson. Performed by Andrew 
Plait, Adrian Glass, Christina Hardie and 
Nicholas Mather © Until Aug. 6 (8pm) # Tickets 
available at the door 


EMERGENCY ROOM Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) © The staff of 
a hospital are putting on a talent show but 
patients, romance, accidents, lust, infatuation, 
fear and lave make it difficult. Featuring classic 
hits from the '70s and '80s ® Until Aug. 13 


HI YO FRINGE...AWAY Various venues » 
throughout the Old Strathcona area (409-1910) 
© Aug. 17-27 

IVANKA CHEWS THE FAT Mayfield Inn, 
16615-109 Ave * An hilarious musical revue * 
Until Aug. 27 
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JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
he restlessly prolific, multi- 
hyphenate creative 
machine that is 
Takeshi Kitano has, from 
very early in his career, 
capitalized on the allure of THISIS OK 
multiple personas—even if no single 
one of these personas was any more 
accessible than the others. 

To narrow down these faces of 
Kitano to two—those of director 
“Takeshi Kitano” and actor “Beat 
Takeshi’—we're left with a Janus head 
characterized by an even balance of 
tiber-cool opacity. 

Though he likes to surprise with 
bits of gleeful reverie (ie the merry 
dance sequence denouement to Zato- 
ichi), his camera generally strives 
toward stasis, his director's gaze con- 
spicuously detached, while his per- 
formances as actor are often most 
memorable for their stoic-teetering- 
on-catatonic reserve, a trait most evi- 
dent in 1993's Sonatine, where 
endless bullets fly from Kitano’s guns 
while Kitano's face barely moves. 

(I think of this style as having a 
certain kinship with filmmakers as 
distant geographically and culturally 
as Jim Jarmusch and Aki Kaurismaki. 
I's as though these deadpan stylists 
have collectively endeavoured to nur- 
ture the unlikely comic pathos that 
was always waiting to be exploited in 
the blank, model-as-actor aesthetic 
of the decidedly uncomical cinema of 
Robert Bresson.) 

After so many years spent cultivat- 
ing personae, it would seem fitting 
that Kitano might create a movie 
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founded in them, thus Takeshis’ 
sounds great—at least on paper. A 
self-reflexive fantasy in which Kitano 
the swaggering TV celebrity (Kitano’s 


THE DESCENT / 25 
THE BOMBER'S DREAM | 27 
ROMAN POLANSKI / 29 


eas”) 


been a fixture of Japanese television 
since the late '70s) meets another, 
much humbler Kitano (a struggling 
actor who works in a convenience 
store), Takeshis’ should have been 
the perfect foundation from which 
Kitano could unearth some new, per- 
haps all-encompassing facet, instead 
of merely run up against a hall of 
mirrors, which is what mostly hap- 
pens, resulting in one of his least sat- 
isfying films. 


IF YOU'RE WILLING to sit through a 


whole for the promise of its best 
parts, Takeshis’ does have numerous 
small rewards: the mysterious, WWII 
post-battle opening sequence (recall- 
ing Merry Christmas Mr Lawrence); the 
pair of overweight comedians known 
as “The 300 kilos”; the moment where 
Kitano sees a bald guy covered in 
blood in a plate of spaghetti; the 
repeated gag where Kitano’s neigh- 


Takeshis’ not just looking at you Kitano, he is you 


bours make cruel jokes at his ey 
... there's nothing if not as 
ment of laughs, often with a 
surrealism 

The problem is that the funny bits 
just keep coming to dim nishing 
effect, while the opportunities for 
reflections on the complex nature 
self or even the more interesting 
of Kitano’s life in show business are 
largely squandered. Just about 
thing Kitano has to offer is add 
in the film’s first half, if not earli 

The celebrity Kitano-inspire 
tasy world that the humbler Kitano 
gradually becomes immersed in 
seems based primarily on Kiteno’s 
Yakuza character from Sonatine, thus 
we get many, many extended 
sequences of Kitano driving flashy 
cars, whipping out heavy artillery 
and firing off enough rounds to rival 
the finale of The Wild Bunch. All 
tongue-in-cheek of course, but so 
limited in what it evokes, whether it’s 
meant to be ironic, absurd or blatant- 
ly superficial 

Doubtlessly, the mounting numb- 
ness is of apiece with the film's se 
of complete fantasy take-« 
there's no attempt to take it anywhere 
cathartic (unless the idea is Kitano 
trying to kill off his past Kitanos) or 
illuminating, not even toward the 
pleasing sentimentality that glazes 
over the finale of, say, 8 1/2 

Kitano fans with an eye for inter- 
texture, spotting the references and 
relishing his very odd sense of 
humour, will have plenty to argue 
about after the movie, but I’m not 
sure how many others need apply. w 
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Miami Vice puts shame to even the most charmed life 


THE MOVIEGOER 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 
moviegoer @yueweekly.com 


I've never been the type of person who 

_ enjoyed lounging at poolside, but since | 
moved to Key West, I'm starting to see 
the appeal of it. (I know, | know: enough 
with the Key West anecdotes already! 
Bear with me, though—I'm going some- 
where with this.) 

Lately, myself and my co-workers Brian 
and Emmy have taken to hanging out at 
the pool behind Southernmost House, a 
salmon-coloured 19th-century mansion 
that, if you really want to be technical 
about it, is actually only the second-south- 
Emmost house in the continental US. But | 
like it. The pool is open to locals, admis- 
Sion is basically free and you can see the 
wide, beautiful ocean only a few yards 
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away as you do your laps. It stinks a little 
out there, but you get used to it. 

We were there again last Saturday. 
And as | sat in my comfy lounge chair, 
drinking a gin and tonic and contemplat- 
ing the palm tree positioned directly 
across the pool from me, | had a sudden 
notion. | realized that, if any of my old 
friends back in Edmonton were thinking 
about me at that moment, wondering 
what my new Key West life must be like, 
the scene that they were enviously pictur- 
ing in their heads was probably almost 
exactly like the one | was actually in the 
middle of! Palm trees! Ocean! Blue sky! 
Sipping a drink in the sunshine! There 
were even pretty girls in bikinis! 

(One in particular fascinated Brian and 
me: she had a lower back tattoo, but she 
was too far away for it to be clearly fegi- 
ble. We couldn't decide if it was the word 
ORGASM printed in Gothic letters or just 


a row of Chinese characters.) 

| couldn't believe it: | was living out the 
fantasy version of my own life! This was 
how all those movies always ended— 
whenever directors want to show that the 
lovable bankrobbers’ plan was a success or 
their “ordinary Joe” hero has successfully 
outwitted the bad guys and gets to keep 
the loot he took from them, the last scene 
always shows them sitting on a tropical 
beach, wearing Hawaiian shirts, sipping a 
cool drink and grinning goofy grins, as if 
they can barely believe their good fortune. 
That was me! | finished my gin and tonic, 
and | celebrated by ordering another. 


LATER THAT NIGHT, Brian, Emmy and | 
went to see Miami Vice. There was a lot 
of excitement about the film down 
here—largely, | suspect, because the 
locals were thinking thoughts similar to 
the ones | had by the pool. We loved the 


idea of the rest of the country watching 
Michael Mann's glamourized images of 
South Florida and wishing they could live 
here too, in this land of palm trees, 
white-walled mansions, dangerous men 
and suntanned, sleek-limbed women 

Miami Vice is kind of exhilarating (it 
features some of the loudest gunfights in 
movie history), but in a strange way, it's so 
exhilarating that it’s kind of depressing 

Let me explain. The best part of the 
movie takes place between Colin Farrell, 
playing undercover agent Sonny Crockett, 
and Gong Li, who plays the beautiful moll of 
this big-time South American drug dealer. 
They've been quietly flirting with each other 
for a while, and now Farrell is offering to 
take her out for a drink in his “go-fast” boat. 
Gong asks him what his favourite drink is, 
and he tells her he’s a “fiend for mojitos.” 
She says she knows a place that serves the 
best mojitos anywhere: a little bar in 


Havana. And so off they go, purely on a 
whim, to Havana for mojitos. Farrell's boat 
barely touches the water. 

And suddenly, my little spree of 
watered-down gin and tonics amidst the 
smelly air and obscenely tattooed skanks 
at Southernmost Pool seemed like a very 
dinky way indeed to spend an aftemoon. | 
may be living only 145 kilometres away 
from Cuba, but I'll probably never take 
Gong Li there for mojitos in a go-fast 
boat. No matter how much of a fantasy 
life you think you're living, the movies 
will always be able to top you 

Miami Vice has been criticized for its 
murky, hard-to-follow plot, but | half-won- 
der if Michael Mann wanted to mystify the 
audience on purpose: he shows us a fanta- 
sy world so seductive that we can't help 
but want to live in it forever, but surrounds 
it with so much fog that we know we 
could never find our way there for real. w 
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John Tucker dies a painful death 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vweweekly.com 
ontrary to the title’s promise, 
no one in John 
Tucker Must Die is 
ever in mortal danger 
(though you might wish it 
otherwise), but rest THIS SUCKS 
assured—everything else in this par- 
ticularly insipid teen comedy is 
telegraphed well in advance. 

The redundant voice-over conven- 
tion found in many teen fiicks is 
probably meant to work as a sort of 
narrative shorthand but backfires 
drearily in this case, since it simply 
kills even the faintest hope of charac- 
ter development: if a character is 
introduced as the shallow, dumb, 
babealicious captain of the cheer- 
leading squad, rest assured that’s 
exactly how they'll stay no matter 
what happens 

To call vacuous high school basket- 
ball stud John Tucker (Jesse Metcalfe), 


HOW PLAYING 
JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE 
DRECTED BY BETTY THOMAS 

WRITENBY JEFF LOWELL 

STARRING BRITTANY SHOW, JESSE METCALE 
ASANT SOPHIA BUSH, ARIELLE NEBBEL 
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good-natured new girl Kate (Brittany 
Snow) or any of Tucker’s trio of 
revenge-seeking ex-girlfriends 
(Ashanti, Sophia Bush and Arielle 
Kebbel) one-dimensional would imply 
that writer Jeff Lowell or director Betty 
Thomas are even slightly concerned 
with anything but dutifully fulfilling 
the lamest of stereotypes—ones based 
not on real life but on, I don’t know, 
advertising? (The heaping stylistic 
clichés on display certainly indicate 
an addiction to bad TV.) 


IT RAISES THE QUESTION as to whether 


the filmmakers have ever met a 


thesmart.ca 


>>Well within your 


teenager, or even been a teenager, 
because actual teenagers must be 


more interesting than this. Another 
question: why do all these teen come- 


comfort zone. 


/ The fun and ultra-safe smart fortwo coupé & cabriolet cdi. 


Automotive Zen awaits you in the smart fortwo coupé and cabriolet. Boasting some of the world’s most advanced 
automotive safeguards, the smart fortwo features the tridion safety cell and a sophisticated crash management 
system that includes front and side air bags, electronic stability program (esp*) and ABS. The result is a car that 
not only gets you all over town, but one that does 
SO with your safety and comfort in mind. 


dies deal exclusively with fabulously 
tich kids who look like they're 25- 
year-old movie stars, who take their 
girlfriends out for dates on sailboats 
and have private birthday parties in 
what appear to be airplane hangers- 
turned-nightclubs? 

It's probably meant as texture that 
our heroine Kate is supplied with a 
big-haired white trash cougar for a 
mom (a suddenly very frightening- 
looking Jenny McCarthy), not that this 
gives the film any sense of life (or 
liveliness) aside from the weird real 
ization that hottie-of-the-month 
celebrities age badly. 

It all ends with Kate going from try- 
ing to humiliate the stud to merely 
inciting a group food fight, finally 
declaring herself “a legend.” I had no 
idea what she meant by this. 

John Tucker Must Die is, needless to 
Say, pure fantasy, a fantasy that I can't 
imagine anyone actually enjoying. v 


open your mind. 
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worry, everything is x 
to be okay,” it’s prob- 

Ane sign that the dead- TH ROCKS 
liest of terror is certain to strike at a 
moment's notice. That's just how film’ 
karma works; don’t tempt the 
temptress. 

The Descent plays such a game, 

giving the audience this kind of fore- 
sight while the unsuspecting victims 
plunge deeper into peril. 

Centred around a group of six 
female adventure seekers, the film 
follows the friends as they meet up to 
explore a remote cave in the 
Appalachian mountains. It’s the one 

anniversary since Sarah (Shauna 
Macdonald) lost her husband and 
daughter in a car accident, so the 
group has met up to try to rekindle 
that spark for adventure they all once 
shared. 

Soon they learn that hot-headed 
Juno (Natalie Mendoza) took it upon 
herself to up the stakes. When a tun- 
nel collapses behind them, trapping 
them deep inside, Juno explains 
they're actually inside a different and 
therefore unexplored cave system. 
That's when noises from creatures 
lurking in the darkness intensifies, 
and they realize that they're not only 
trapped in the darkness, but they are 
being hunted as well. 
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Ss WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY NEIL MARSHALL 
STARRING SHAUMA MACDONALD, 

NATALIE MENDOZA ALEX REID 


IT'S THIS LOSS of contro! over the 
environment that horror films love to 
play on, and it's been exploited here 
to its full potential. The film is a well- 
crafted, frightening look at group 
dynamics in a panic situation—while 
adding all the blood and gore you 
could possibly handle. 

In his follow-up to the break-out 
hit Dog Soldiers, writer/director Neil 
Marshall has taken the cliché and 
made something exciting out of it. 
This film is pretty much a rehash of 
the plot from The Cave, but his 
clever director's touch adds ele- 
ments that make the film much 
more interesting. 

His resourceful use of lighting and 
sound, for instance—from the scrap- 
ing of their helmets against the cave 
ceiling to the echoes of the creatures 
howling after them—heightens the 
highly claustrophobic atmosphere. 
When the women use the night vision 
function on their video camera to 
peer into the darkness, through the 
green hue of the view finder they 
finally see the creatures crawling 
around beside them. It's chillingly 
brilliant. 

The original ending, however, was 
changed for the North American 
release. It doesn’t make a lick of 
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sense because the film opened last 
summer in the UK to enormous suc- 
cess. However, the old adage of “if it 
ain't broke, don’t fix it,” wasn’t used 
here, and the new ending taints what 
could have been a nearly flawless 
horror film. 

Granted, it's an old studio trick to 


get us to buy the DVD—which 
includes the alternative ending—but 
what they forgot to do when re-edit- 
ing the film was cut out all the fore- 
shadowing for the original ending, so 
there's a bunch of scenes that now 
make little sense because they lead to 
an ending that has since been 


ifying Descent 


removed 

Despite this small setback, howev- 
er, Marshall is certainly an up-and- 
coming director who's worth keeping 
an eye on. Hopefully he’s learned his 
lesson, and in the future, he'll stick 
to what's worked so well for him in 
the past. w 


Williams’s Night Listener takes him to the dark side 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
n the past few years, Robin 
| Williams's roles have 

taken a dark tumn—from 
a disturbed one-hour photo ‘ 
developer to an even more 
disturbed memory editor in ASIS'OK 
Final Cut. The same laugh that healed 
a pediatric ward back to health is now 
haunting them in their adolescence. 

Williams reverted back to his goofy 
uncle roles for a short period of time, 
but now, after RV plummeted off a 
mountain cliff into a shallow lake of 
bad reviews, he’s back to what he 
does (second) best—giving us the 
heebie-jeebies. 

In The Night Listener, Williams 
plays Gabrielle Noone, a late night 
radio host. For years he has been 
hushing his sullen audience with 
hyperbolic tales of his on-again/off- 
again relationship with a HIV-positive 
male. Noone is idolized within the 
gay community and, in one scene, a 
flight attendant thanks him “for all 
you've done for us.” But Gabrielle is 
riding on empty, his recent breakup 
has left him with a lack of ideas and 
an abundance of grief. - 

What separates this sinister tale 
from Williams's previous work, is that 
there is someone in the world more 
discomposed than he is. Rory Culkin 
Plays Pete, a 14-year-old AIDS patient 
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THE NIGHT LISTENER 
DURETED BY PATRICK STETTNER 

WAITEN BY STETTHER, ARMISTEAD MAUI 
TERRY ANDERSON 

STARRING ROBIN WILLIAMS SANDRA OH, 
TOMI COLLETE 


who spent years being raped by his 
parents and their friends for the sake 
of internet porn. A devoted fan of 
Noone, he’s composed the shards of 
his life into a powerful manuscript, 
and his adopted mother Donna (Toni 
Collette) is also his agent. 

The boy and the radio host gener- 
ate a platonic friendship harnessed 
with a sky-clearing piano score. But 
somethin’ ain't right. There is no 
record of Pete's existence. Nobody 
has seen him, and every time they try 
to, he is staying overnight at the hos- 
pital. Added to the inscrutability is 
that Pete and Donna's voice sound 
eerily similar. 

And thus begins Gabrielle’s investi- 
gation into the boy’s legitimacy. 


THE FILM SEEMS inspired by James 
Frey's A Million Little Pieces. Only The 
Night Listener foreshadowed Frey's 
doom when it was written earlier as a 
novel, inconspicuously based on the 
Anthony Godby Johnson hoax. 

The film’s sudden turn into a thriller 


THRILLER 


had me perplexed but enthralled. 
Director Patrick Stettner's simple 
show-and-tell style allows the mystery 
to unfold naturally. The suspense, how- 
ever, is undermined by a patronizing 
score. As I alluded to before, the score 
is slightly on the nose. We see the body 
lurking outside the window, we know 


FILM 


they're going to drive their fist through 
the glass; a simple strum of the violin 
will not intensify the situation. 

The Night Listener lulls in the third 
act when there is no more informa- 
tion to give us, and everything 
becomes a confirmation of what we 
already know. 


At one point, Donna tells Gabrielle 
that “his story doesn’t have an end- 
ing.” Still, it’s a fresh concept amongst 
a genre of tedious plots. 

What makes this film especially 
commendable is that it doesn’t end 
with the revelation of Multiple Per- 
sonality Disorder. w 
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Strangers with Candy are really just 
the nerds of bittersweet comedy 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 


ith The Colbert Report, his 
no-spin-zone 
spinoff of The 


Daily Show, Stephen Col- 
bert has adopted a bear- 
baiting pundit persona in THSISDR 
order to turn right-wing rhetoric 
inside out, exposing the lunacy of 
conservatives’ logic. 

Colbert’s outFoxing and Snow 
jobbing of Bill O'Reilly and the Bush 
administration’s other media mouth- 
pieces hit a satirical high point with 
the 2006 White House Press Corre- 
spondents’ Dinner, where he entered 
the lions’ den and praise-roasted the 
president, just a few feet away, mak- 
ing the audience of real reporters 
look sheepish. 

Back in the late 90s, though, way 
under the radar, Colbert and fellow 
Chicago Second City comedy troupe 
alumnus Paul Dinello devised a 
series that would spoof after-school 
specials, starring Amy Sedaris as 
Jerri Blank, a 30-something ex- 
junkie prostitute who returns to high 
school after getting out of prison. 
Strangers with Candy ran three 
Seasons on Comedy Central, becom- 
ing a cult hit. 

The show’s particular flavour of 
comedy—squirmy, dark and so bit- 
tersweet it's almost sour—make it an 
acquired taste, and the feature film 
is no different. There’s a lot to be 
said for comedy that's hard to swal- 
low, but it’s too bad that the 80- 
minute comic effort here isn’t juicier. 
Guest stars like Philip Seymour Hoff- 
man, lan Holm and Matthew Broder- 
ick just dontwihave iui to chew on. 


Le | OPENS FRI AUG 4 


= | STRANGERS WITH CANDY 
ec | DIRECTED BY PAUL DINELLO 
| WRITTEN BY DINELLO, STEPHEN COLBERT, 

AMY SEDARIS 

STARRING SEDARIS, COLBERT, DINELLO 


The movie is a prequel to the 
series, showing Jerri’s release from 
jail and the driving force behind her 
return to Flatpoint High. With her 
heavily lined face, overbite and 
funky-grandmother hair, wearing 
turtlenecks and ‘80s pleated jeans, 
the transformed Sedaris is cringingly 
funny as Jerri, whose oily, feeble 
efforts to do good on the outside are 
always shivved by the cackling, 
cursing jailbird within. “You cross 
my chow zone again,” she tells her 
stepbrother at the dinner table, “and 
[turn your arm into a bloody stump.” 


JERRI RETURNS as Principal Black- 
man (another character whose 
palette of foibles and oddities in the 
series doesn't come across here) 
needs to improve the school’s intel- 
lectual reputation through a science 
fair. The plot is fairly thin gruel that 
has some odd, brief bursts of 
flavour—the stepmother’s 
boyfriend, Sarah Jessica Parker as a 
callous grief counselor who 
demands tips—but would have 
been better served by more meaty 
comic bits about school politics, 
student competitiveness and teach- 
ers’ eccentric lessons. The comedy 
labours at times, especially in Jerri’s 
scene with her father. 

Broderick is pretty much wasted 


per Av Edmonton 
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as a superstar science teacher who 
believes in injecting showbiz-style 
hype and pizzazz into the fair, and 
Philip Seymour Hoffman can’t fill out 
his brief cameo. 

Colbert steals scenes as Chuck 
Noblet, the tormented, born-again 
Christian science teacher who 
rejects anything in the textbook 
that’s post-Galileo and whose para- 
doxical lines reveal the shallow 
truths behind his break-up with art 
teacher Geoffrey Jellineck (Paul 
Dinello): “I know that this is hard for 
you—it would be hard for me if I 
were breaking up with me”; “I wasn’t 
pushing you away—I was pulling me 
toward myself.” 

The movie's casual xenophobia— 
which mostly comes out with Jerri’s 
racism concerning Megawatti Sacar- 
naputri (Carlo Alban)—seems point- 
less, unlike the double-edged 
sequence where Jerri’s brother goes 
on at length about why the varsity 
boys’ thrust and squat team isn’t 
homoerotic. 

The cracked, sordid style of 
Strangers with Candy—from Jerri’s 
talon-like toenails that clack on the 
floor to her freakout on pot and the 
presentation of the science fair proj- 
ect to the strains of an Indonesian 
dance—half-bewilders and half- 
appalls you into laughing. 

This isn’t the popular new kid on 
the campus of comedy, or the rebel- 
lious, countercultural professor—like 
The Colbert Report—but more like the 
little bit freaky, slightly sad, but 
oddly endearing student who's not 
sure what he’s doing here and where 
his classes are. W 


Bombs away 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


[ J sect var documentaries 
about war and its 
machines seem 
éver-timely. With major 

Wars raging in the Middle 
East, it is important for us TAS HOXS 
for us not to get caught up in mis- 
guided nationalism and arguments 
heavily laden with us-vs-them senti- 
ments, 

As the world is becoming increas- 
ingly uncomfortable with the rising 
body count in Lebanon, Israel, Iraq 
and Afghanistan, it is becoming more 
and more apparent that we need to 
take a step back and consider some- 
thing far more basic than who's right 
and who's wrong, that human lives 
are far more important than territori- 
al or ideological constructs 

Barry Stevens’s The Bomber’s 
Dream never loses sight of this fact. 
As he traces our history of bombing 
one of the most detached ways of 
conducting war, he always brings it 
back to the human cost of our war- 
faring actions. 

The film’s emotional core lies in 
the heart of Vesna Milenkovich, a 
women who lost her daughter, 
Sanya, when NATO bombed a bridge 
in the Serbian town of Varvarin. The 
bomber hit the bridge on a busy mar- 
ket day, and when locals went to 
help the injured, the bomber dropped 
another on them, killing and injuring 
dozens of innocent people. 

Her story is compelling in its own 
right; however, what gives the film 
direction is thatshe belongs to a 
small group of survivors who are 
doing something that’s never been 
done before—suing the bombers. 


AS STEVENS STRIVES to understand 
how the bombing of Varvarin took 
place—he goes on a hunt for the 
commanding officers, historians, 
lawyers involved in Milenkovich’s 
lawsuit and footage of tie bombing 
itself—he paints a vivid picture of 


> | HON AUS 7(6 Pa 
| THE BOMBERS DREAM 


a WRITTEN, DIRECTED, NARRATED BY 
HARRY STEVENS 
= HISTORY TELEVISION 


the follies of war. Although the 
pilot's footage of the bridge bombing 
"can't be found,” he is given footage 
of another bombing in that NATO 
campaign. 

And it is chilling. See, he's trying 
to ascertain whether a pilot can 
actually see people on the grouna=* 
and if the possibility of re-aiming the 
bomb exists. We watch as the pilot 
aims at a train bridge and fires; we 
watch as a passenger train enters his 
line of vision, and therefore into the 
line of the launched bomb. But it all 
happens in split seconds. While the 
pilot in this case could be excused 
however, he goes back for another 
kick at it and aims straight for it 

Stevens effortlessly weaves his 
narrative to include the history of 
bombing law and protocol, stories of 
war and bombing—from the Second 
World War to current day Iraq—and 
the growing body of technology that 
makes all of it possible. In a bit 6 
irony, he also relates his mother’s 
story of surviving the bombing of 
England by the Nazis against an inter- 
view with his 92-year-old cousin, who — 
flew with the German Luftwaffe dur- 
ing the Second World War. 

While the history of WWil doesn't 
hide the fact thatboth sides purpose- 
ly aimed at civilian targets in efforts 
to get their enemy to submit, these 
days we are only entitled to spin, 
that only military targets are ina 
pilots sights, that mistakes happen or 
that there will always be—that cold 
euphemism—collatoral damage. 

It is in this spin that we are able t=, 
be sold the with-us-or-against-us 
argument. But if there is one thing to 
be learned by Stevens's film, it’s that 
we can all become targets at any 
time. v 
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_ Spurlock’s 30 Days like a Happy Meal: you know what 
_ you're going to get, and it’s not entirely satisfying 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
fter braving a month of 
A McDonald's in Super Size Me, 
Morgan Spurlock added the 
self-sacrificing docudrama to the 
expanding menu of documentaries. 
Once he detoxed himself out of his 
trans-fat torture, Spurlock parlayed his 
masochismentary style into a TV series 
for F/X network, 30 Days, where vari- 
ous fish out of water flop around in 
other people's shoes for a month. 

These aren’t the leftie satires or 
hard-hitting exposés of Michael 
Moore’s short-lived cult TV series 
The Awful Truth. 30 Days is more like 
soft-liberal consciousness-raising. 
After all, a show where a white 
Christian lives as a Muslim man for 
four weeks is probably only going to 


Don’t Miss THE Sum 
Best REVIEWED THRIL 


| HOWAVAILABLE 

= | 30 DAYS 

= CREATED & PRODUCED BY MORGAN SPURLOGK 
= 


sway the open-minded conservative 
in the heartland or warm the blue- 
state blood of a card-carrying Demo- 
crat. The blowhards, bigots and 
dogma-spouters wouldn't be too 
likely to tune in. 

So 30 Days should abandon its pre- 
tense of bridging the gulf between 
factions of true believers. But even as 
an issue-driven reality show, Spur- 
lock’s series goes beyond the per- 
versely intriguing at times, offering 
some moving moments of frustration, 
frailty and creeping change. 
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STARTS FRIDAY! 


* DIGITAL SOUND 


It's a reductive spectacle 
when Ryan, a 24-year-old 
white Christian from a small 
Michigan town, moves in 
with Ed, a gay man in San 
Francisco's Castro district. 
Yet it’s heartening to see, 
thanks especially to Ed's 
relaxed guidance, just how 
much Ryan eases out of his 
uptightness. The show's 
insistence on surrounding 
Ryan with gayness is a fatu- 
ous way of shoving identity 
politics down his throat, so 
it’s nice to see Ryan geta 
sense of Ed as not just gay, in 
flaming capitals, when he 
visits his family or they play 
softball. 


THE MOST SPURLOCKIAN 
episode of self-flagellation 
comes when a Phoenix soccer 
mom knocks back the liquor 
every night for a month to try 
to show her college student 
daughter the danger of binge- 
drinking. Michiel’s gradual 
cracking is tough to watch 
(although the episode never shows 


TRY 


SOMEONE ELSE 


DAYS 


AN [AEX ORIGINAL SERIES 
fi i $i 


FROM THE CREATOR OF SUPER SIZE ME 


ed on her teenage audience. 


*S LIFE ON FOR SIZE 


deli without the cam,., 
being present? The dia; 
cam interviews (included | 
their entirety as special (¢. 
tures) should be interspers, 
throughout the acty. 
episodes to offer a bet, 
sense of the participan; 
day-to-day views 4, 
moods. And the manipy); 
tive music only undercy 
scenes’ basic power. 
Spurlock occasiona| 
jumps in to offer other pe, 
ple’s stories, which are som; 
times effective, but }; 
factoids often seem like we| 
meaning, simplistic pubj 
service announcements (a), 
what's the point of even oj) 
ing a second of air-time | 
super-homophobic zealots?) 
In its efforts to docume; 
newfound empathy, the nai 
30 Days generally can't ove 
come the quick-pace ay 
story-arc constraints o 
But in its tracing of a share 
experience and a \ 
respect and appreciation fo; 
different point of view, Spurlock 


show carves out a faintly politica 
fuzzy-hearted niche for itself in «| 
dingy, sordid world of reality TV. v 


As usual, it's unclear just how 
much the show itself is altering real- 
ity—would Ryan get a job at a local 


the last in a series of check-ups moni- 
toring the effect of drinking on 
health), but her message seems wast- 
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Roman Polanski captures frozen moments of director’s oeuvre 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweokly.com 
hough the integrity and 
endurance of his films rests 
partially upon their general 
resistance to ostentatious stylistic 
flourish, Roman Polanski has 
jonetheless developed a body of 
work highly conducive to dissection 
_and celebration through the survey of 

" spectacular stills. 

His camera most characteristically 
seizes upon the human face in vari- 
‘ous states of incomprehension, desire 
or dread as its anchor. But from the 
bold, thematically infused geometric 
compositions that utilized the claus- 
trophobic sailboat setting of Knife in 
the Water (1962) to the bombed-out 
ghost city with its funereal expanse of 
rubble in The Pianist (2002), Polanski’s 
accumulated images fracture experi- 
ence into stark emblems that can be 
easily recalled and meditated on long 
after the details of narrative are for- 
gotten 

For this reason, the luxuriously 
illustrated treatment offered in 
Taschen’s Roman Polanski is a most 
welcome addition to the growing lit- 
erature devoted to Polanski’s life and 
work. It’s not only the frozen 
moments selected from his films but 
also the impressive array of behind- 
the-scenes production stills that make 
this volume as rich as it is. 

With few exceptions, these dynami- 
cally arranged images avoid the pit- 
falls of text/image redundancy 
common to this sort of visual 


BY FX FEENEY AND PAUL DUNCAN 


= RO MAN POLANSKI 
TASCHEN (182 PAGES), $799 


overview. Quite often in Roman 
Polanski, an image and its accompa- 
nying caption will add layers to our 
understanding of FX Feeney’s text, 


ROMAN” 
POLANSKI: 


offering alternate perspectives—or 
fleshing things out instead of merely 
padding them. 


THE TEXT ITSELF is constructed as a 
broad overview, however, packed 
tightly with detail but often abruptly 
chugging along its busy chronology 
just as a particular subject will start 
getting juicy (ie while there are notes 
on various production issues regard- 


ing every individual film, so little of 
substance is said about Polanski’s 
relationships with his actors). 

Yet there are still brief detours into 
biographical analysis that prove 
insightful, such as speculation on the 
influence of the topography of Polans- 
ki’s childhood on the decidedly hori- 
zontal landscapes that keep 
appearing as bookends in his films. 
(Feeney should also be commended 
for not overemphasizing the more 
tragic or tawdry aspects of Polanski’s 
life when appraising his work.) 

Given the constraints of this partic- 
ularly image-heavy presentation and 
the considerable breadth of material 
to discuss, I guess the only strong 
point of contention comes from the 
book's tendency to waste precious 
space on numbingly thorough syn- 
opses of every film it examines. 

Whether you know Polanski's 
€very project intimately or haven't yet 
seen the bulk of them, | can’t imagine 
why going over so much of their nar- 
rative machinations, replete with 
spoilers, would be thought of as use- 
ful to anybody. So much can be said 
about what makes a film interesting 
or even great without having to 
explain its story. 

But who knows? Maybe there will 
be some future time when all these 
films will be lost to us and only with 
the aid of books like these will we be 
able to piece together their sequences 
of events and come closer to fathom- 
ing what the fuss was all about. v 


The world according to 
Roman Polanski 


The best dirt on Polanski I've come across has come from right from the horse's 
mouth: Polanski's out-of-print memoir Roman and The University Press of Mis- 
Sissippis oman Polanski: Interviews provide the most intriguing texts on the 
filmmakers art and life. But while scandals never die, the breadth of Polanski’s 
filmography is easily forgotten. 


CUL-DE-SAC (1966) Still unavailable on DVD, Polanski’s most simultaneously 

adventurous, chaotic and controlled feature condenses conflicts between gen- 

ders, classes and sensibilities into a brilliantly unlikely triangle of misfits in an 
isolated castle. Lots of desolate landscapes, broken eggs, cross-dressing and 
the beautiful, inimitable Frangoise Jorléac 


ROSEMARY’S BABY (1968) Those with scant interest in the supernatural often 
forget that what's truly frightening isn’t Satan but Ruth Gordon, ambassador for 
all nosy, imposing meddlers everywhere. John Cassavetes is scary too 


THE TENANT (1976) Terrifying and absurd, it revisits the dark place/privacy 
invasion themes of Rosemarys Baby but escalates the ambiguity of its prede- 
cessor to an even more frantically unnerving level of claustrophobic, hallucina- 
tory determinism fixed upon the figure of Polanski himself. Perfect first movie 
to watch in a new apartment. More cross-dressing too. 


TESS (1978) The most atmospherically rich of Hardy adaptations, technically 
perfect while uncharacteristically languorous, and a testament to the neglect- 
ed promise of the young and lovely Natassja Kinski 


BITTER MOON (1992) Both depraved and melancholy, funny and resonant, sex- 
ual obsession as understood by two very different men: the wonderful Peter 
Coyote in a role few others should even try, and Hugh Grant at his very best. w 
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Miami Vice cool is reborn darker, 
dirtier and more defiant 


DARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweekly.com 


e first caught wind of a big- 
screen remake 
of Miami Vice ¢y 


around the time we were 

etting a faceful of the Wil- 
Saige Starsky & Hutch TSSIK 
... were Crockett and Tubbs going to 
get the comic treatment? Second 
question: was Miami Vice to be a peri- 
od piece? 

If so, comedy—laughablity, any- 
way—may have been inevitable; the 
world’s long since gone mean on Don 
Johnson's wardrobe, as if linen blazers 
over pastel T-shirts and sockless web 
boat-shoes aren't the perfect sports- 
casual solutions for sea-level tropics. 

I guess it’s better, then, that all that 
shit seems to have been cleared off 
the table at the first meeting. 

Instead, Michael Mann's taken his 
sun-dappled undercover action- 
adventure into the places where 
undercover action belongs: dark 
places, dirty places, places that’re less 
like beer commercials and more like 
Scared Straight PSAs. 

Colin Farrell and Jamie Foxx, our 
21st-century duo, are still hanging 
around with their United Nations of 
usual suspects—white supremacist 
Nazi thugs, Central American narco- 
scumbags, squirrely informers, Russ- 
ian mobsters, multiracial foxes—and 
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| STARRING COLIN FARREL, JAMIE FOXX 


still surrounded with top-shelf luxe 
brands and mechanical and architec- 
tural excess ... but it’s not as much fun 
as it was back in the Reagan days. It’s 
scarier, sweatier, bloodier, fuzzier, 
higher-tech, more procedural ... 

... and pretty much interchange- 
able, plotwise, with most other guns- 
drugs-money underworld flicks. 
Brought into the nighttime indoors, 
the setting—remember the TV titles, 
with the palm trees and bikini 
bums?— becomes just a word in the 
title, part of the brand; if something in 
Hollywood's legal bowels had queered 
the franchise rights, Mann—or any- 
body—could have made this exact 
movie as simply Vice and maybe got- 
ten away with it. 


CERTAINLY, FARRELL and Foxx would've 
been just as good as “Carhart & 
Tibbs" or “Burkett & Dobbs” ... they 
both put in some top-notch cop- 
movie performances here—and the 
fact those performances are so often 
lovingly tic-perfect riffs on the charac- 
ters created by Don Johnson and 
Philip Michael Thomas is a compli- 
ment to a pair of actors often over- 
shadowed in memory by their 
wardrobe and motor pool. 

These are two edge-walking front- 
liners, living in a constant state of 
lethal improv—to play an undercover 
cop is to play an actor acting, and it 
takes a special kind of actor—under a 
special kind of director—to pull it off 
like this. 


FAVA is a not-for-profit, artist run resource centre for independent media artists. 


Another little triumph: talkino on 
the phone comprises about 60 pe; 
cent of the dialogue in Miami Vice, an¢ 
yet it’s watchable ... which is eve, 
more amazing when you consider (ha\ 
almost half—I'm just spitballing th 
numbers, here—of the lines in (hx 
film, over the phone and in pe; 
are mumbled police-speak, un 
plained acronyms and rattled-off tech 
nical/ tactical/underworld jargor 

Part of why this works is Mani 
faith in his audience's fluency in 
language he helped to shape, the Jan 
guage of cop shows—it all would 
have fallen to pieces the moment 
somebody paused in the middle of a 
seconds-count crisis (and the \ 
movie is seconds-count crises) to spell 
out AWACS or paraphrase a bi 
narco-patois. 

The other part of why this wor 
that Mann’s a fucking top-notch ac 
director who knows how to keep shil 
hot—you don’t need to know what a 
SecTec KWADS uplink (or whatever) 
is; all you need to know is thal |is 
fucking important and Crockett'll 
probably die if he doesn’t get it 

But ... is Miami Vice a good movie? 
Yeah, it’s good—it’s a good cop action 
movie. I mean, you've seen Miami 
Vice, right? You've seen deserted- 
dockside deals go sour? You've seen 
underworld staredowns in sect) 
backrooms? You've seen sports-cal 
chases? You've seen conflicted 
femmes fatale and tempted undercov- 
er cops? You've seen loved ones!" 
jeopardy? You've seen palm-sweating 
race-against-time climaxes? Well 
that’s what Michael Mann's giving y°" 
again, R-rated and shadowed 

It works ... but I do miss sunt) 
Miami. v 
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animated film about a 
vho must find the courage 
‘when the farmer 


LING Discordia directors 
and Samir Mallal take a 
jook at some of the young call centre 
Bombay, India. Read Car- 
s article on page 10. ZEIDLER 
(AUG 3 SUN, AUG 6 & TUE AUG 8 


THE DESCENT Shauna Macdonald, 
Natalie Mendoza and Alex Reid star in 
Dog Soldiers director Neil Marshall's 
thriller about spelunkers who become 
trapped in a cave that is home to strange 
predators. Read Steve Lillebuen’s review 
on page 25. 


THE FOREST FOR THE TREES Eva Loe- 
brau, Daniela Holtz and Jan Neumann 
star in Ebene 9 director Maren Ade’s 
drama about a idealistic rookie teacher 
who finds that her chosen profession is 


much more difficult than she imagined. 
STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY: WED, AUG 9 (7 PM) 


THE NIGHT LISTENER Toni Collette, Robin 
Williams and Rory Culkin star in The Busi- 
ness of Strangers director Patrick Stet- 
tner’s thriller about a radio host who 
befriends his youngest fan, only to have 
his life thrown into chaos when the boy's 
identity is thrown into question. Read 
Omar Mouallem’s review on page 25. 


NORTH BY NORTHWEST cary Grant, Eva 
Marie Saint and James Mason star in 
ear Window director Alfred Hitchcock's 
thriller about a man who's mistaken for a 
government agent by some foreign spies. 
ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM (102 AVENUE 8 128 STREET) 
MON, AUG 7 (8 PM) 


TAKESHIS’ Takeshi Kitano, Kotomi Kyono 
and Kayoko Kishmoto star in Zatiochi 
director Kitano’s comedy about a famous 
actor who meets his doppelganger. Read 
Josef Braun's review on page 23. ZEIDLER 
fae CVTADEL; THU, AUG 3- SUN, AUG 6 & TUE, AUG 8 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS Wit! Ferrell, Gary 
Cole and Jane Lynch star in Anchor Man: 
The Legend of Ron Burgandy director 
Adam MeKay’s comedy about a NASCAR 
facing star who is put to the test when a 
European Formula One driver wants to, 
take the NASCAR title. Read David 
Berry's review on page 32. 


WORLD TRADE CENTRE Nicholas Cage, 
Michael Pena and Jay Hernandez star in 
Alexander director Oliver Stone's film 
about two police officers who become 
trapped in the rubble of the World Trade 
Center. OPENS WED, AUG 


FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, AUGUST 4-THU, AUGUST 10, 2006 


wee 


~~ 


Ail showtimes are subject to change at any ti 
Phsaba contectitente tircorer eter a 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, Jauper, 852-4749 


DAS DESA NIGHT JHE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY PG. 


i Retr tae ial Tecommended for young chidren) (PG) Cally 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST [PG, 
fnghtening scanes, not recommended for young chidren) Day 
1:30, 6:30, 9:30 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE/NFB FILM CLUB 


Churchill Square 496-7070 
‘THE FOREST FOR THE TREES (PG) Wed 7:00 


eerie, 
THE OMEN (14/4, gory violence, frighlening scenes) Sat Sun 
Ths bay 208, 450) 795, 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES (G) Sat Sun 11:20 Daly 

1,55, = res 9:15 Fil Sat late show 11:25 Kids Kabin Fever: 

August 10 

THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT PG) wolence, 
Not recommended for cttlaren) Sat Sun 17:15 Dally 1:45, 4:15, 

7:25, 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


OVER THE HEDGE (G3) Sat Sun 11:05 Day 1:10. 2:10, 5:05, 
7:15, 9:25 Fn Sat late show 11:20 


INSIDE MAN (144, coarse language) Sat Sun 10:55 1:25, 
4:05, 6:55, O:80 Fr Sal te shoe 1248 oe 


RV (PG) Sat Sun 11:35 Dally 2:00, 4:35, 7:10. 9:30 Fri Sat late 
show 11:40 


THE WILD (G) Sal Suny 11:00 Dally 1:15, 3:20, 5:10, 7:05 


POSEIDON (714A) Sat Sun 11:40 Dally 2:10, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40 Fri 
Sat late show 11:45 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE Ill (14A, violence) Sat Sun 10:50 Daily 
1:35, 4:10, 7:10, 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:45 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Daily 1:40, 7-20 Fr Sat late show 12:05 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG) Sal Sun 11:10 Daily 1:20. 
4:00, 6:50, 9:20 Fn Sat late show 11:15 


‘SCARY MOVIE 4 (144, crude content) Daly 9:35 Fn Sat ete 
show 11.50 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG. coarse language) Sal Sun 11:30 Daly 
1:50, 4:40, 7-20, 9:40 Fri Sat le show 12:00 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Sat Sun *145 Daly 4.25, 
S45 
Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
THE OMEN [14A. gory viclenos, frightening scenes) Sat Sun 
19/90 Daly 1:45, 4:45, 7:25, 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


(GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES (G) Sat Sun 11.20 Daily 
1:05, 3:00, 4:55, 7:00, 8:50 Fn Sat late show 11:05 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT (PG, violence, 
nol recommended for chidren) Sat Sun 11:25 Daity 1:50, 4:40, 
7-20, 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


OVER THE HEDGE (Gj Sat Sun 11:05 Daly 1:10. 3:05, 5:00, 
6:55, 9:00 Fri Sat late show 11:00 


INSIDE MAN (144. comaslanguage Bet Sin 10:55 Dati 120, 
4:10, 8:45, 9:30 Fit Sat late show 11:55 


RV (PG) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:40, 4:30, 7:10, 9:25 Fin Sat tate 
show 11:40 


THE WILD (G) Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 1:95, 310 
POSEIDON (144) Daily 5.05, 7:30, 9:40 Fn Sat tate show 11:50 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE Ill (144, victence) Sat Sun 10:50 Dawty 
1:25, 4:05, 6:50, 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG) Sat Sun 11:00, Daily 1:20, 
3:15, 5:10, 7:15, 


‘SILENT HILL (184. gory scenes, disturbing content) Daly 4:15, 
9:45 Fri Sat tate show 12:15 


CITY CENTRE 
10200-4102 Ave 421-7020 
MIAMI VICE (144, violence, semal content) Fri-Tue 12:10, 3:25, 
6:30, 10:00; Wad-The 12:10, 3:25, 6:30, 3:45 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS; THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY (PG, 
coarse language, not recommended for young chicken) Dally 
12:50, 3:45, 7:00, 9:50 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG, sexval content, net recommended 
for young chadren) Dally 12:40, 3:35, 6:35, 9:10 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG. 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chilren) Deity 
12:00, 3:15, &45, 10:15 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG, sexual content) Dally 1240, 
2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:40. 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG, frightening scenes, nol recommended 
for young chadren) Fri-Tue 1220, 2:40 


CLERKS II (184 crude sexual content throughout) Pre Tus 5:00, 

7:40, 1020 

SCOOP (PG) Fri-Tue 1:00, 3.55, 6:50, 9:20; Wed-The 1:00, 3:65, 

&40, 9:20 

THE DESCENT (184, gory soenes) Dally 1:20, 4:15, 7.20, 10:10 
THE NIGHT LISTENER (144, corse lenguage, mature (hemes) 

Day 1:10, 4:05, 7:10, 9:30 


WORLD for young 


TRADE CENTER (PG, not recommended 
Wed-Thu 12:20. 3:40, 6:50, 10:00 
4211-139 Aye, 472-7600 
TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY (PG. 
‘coarse language, not recommended for young chidren) Daiy 1:30, 
4:30, 7:05, 9:30 


OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG. 
Peeeer eee ‘ol recommended for young chidren) Dally 
12:15, 3:20, 8:20, ae 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (3) Day 12:90, 
2:45, 4:50, 655, 9:10 


MIAMI VICE (144, violence, sexual content) Dally 1:00, 4:10, 
7210, 10:00 


THE NIGHT USTENER (140. coarse language, mature theres) 
Daly 1:10, 3:10, 5-25, 7:50. 10:05 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG. sexes! content 
3:05, 5:10, 7:90, 9:50 a 


PE EACENTIIEN Gory scenes) Daly 12:25, 2:55, 6:15, 7:40, 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG. seme! content. pot recormmendied 
for young chvidren) Fri-Tue 140, 4:00. G40. 9:15 


THE ANT BULLY (G) Daly 12:20, 290. 4:40, &5¢ 
(CLERKS Il (184, crude sexual content throughout) Daily 9:00 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG, frightening scenes. not recommended 
for young chicken) Daily 12.40, 3:00, 5:00, 7:20 


UNTTLE MAN (PG, crude content, not recommended for chiaren} 
Daty 920 


WORLD TRADE CENTER (PG. rot recommended lor young 
chicken) Wed-Thu 1:15, £00. 7:00. 955 
GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY (P<, 


coors Nok recommended for young chien) Fin-Mon 
12:10, 305, 7:00, 845; Tue-Thu 205, 7:00, 245 


THE NIGHT LISTENER (144 coarse lenquege, mature theres) 
Fri-Mon 17:50, 3:15, 6:45, 9:15; Tue-Thy 3:15, &45, 9 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (3) Fr Men 
1:00, 4:00, 7:10, 9:30; Tue-Thu 4:00, 7:10, 9:30 


MIAMI VICE (1.44, violence, sexual content, no passes) En-Mon 
12:00, 3:20, 7:15, 10-15; Tue-Thu 3:20, 7:15, 10:15 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG. seuel content) Frie-Mon 12.25 
3:50, 730, 9:55; Tus-Thu 3:50. 7:30, 9:55 


THE ANT BULLY (G) Fri-Mon 12:05, 2:10, 
3:40, 5:00, 7:05 


MONSTER HOUSE (FG, frightening scenes, not meornmended 
for young chikiren) FreMon 12:45, 4:15, 6:55, 920; Tue-The 4:15, 
655, 9:20 


5:00, 7:05; Tue-Thu 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG, sexe! content, not recommended 
for young ch¥idten) Fri-Mon 12:40, 4:10, 7:25, 10:05; Tue-Thu 
4:10, 7:25, 10:05 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST PG. 
frightening Sosnes. nol recommended for young cis jon 
1145, 300, 399, 630, 800, 1000 TUE OCA B30 300, 
10,00; Wed-Thy 00, 6:30, 10:00 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Dally 9.00 
CARS (G) Fil-Mon 12:30 


WORLD TRADE CENTER (PG, nxt recornrnendied for young 
Chien, no passes) Wed-Thu 3-30, 6:50, 10:05 


GARNEAU 


8742-109 St, 433-0728 


AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH (PG) Dally 7:00 9:00 
‘Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


(2950 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 


THE LAKE HOUSE (PG, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 4:30, 
7-00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30. 


THE DA VINCI CODE (144, violence, mature theme, Dolby 
‘Stereo Digits) Fri Mon-Thu 3:40, 640, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3.40. 
6:40, 9:35 


X-MEN; THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, mary tighten young 
Chllareny Fri More Thai 4:10, 7:10, 9:65 


XEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may tighten young 
Chidren, Dolby Stereo Digital) Sat-Sun 40, 4:10, 7:10, 3:45 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG, frightening sotnes, not recommend: 
ed for Chicken, Doty Stereo Digtat Fii Mon-Thu 350. 
7:30, 1000, Sat-Sun 12:40, 4:56, 7:30, 16:00 


SCOOP (PG. DTS Digital] Fri Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:50, 9°15; Sat-Sun 
1250, 4,00, 6:50, 9:15 


A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION (PG, OTS Digtal) Fi Mor The 
3:30, 6:30, Sat 1:00, 3:30, 630, SUN 1:00, 6:30 


OMKARA (14A, viience, DTS stereo) Fr-Sat Mon -Thu 8:45: 
SUN 3:90, 8:45 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (4. ude sexu language 
mature themes, OTS Dieta Fri Mon-Thu 2:60, 7:20; Sat-Sun 
12:30, 3:50, 7:20 


UTTLE MAN (PG, cruds content, not moommended for orien. 
DTS Digtal) Daty 850 
THE BREAK-UP (PG, coarse language. not recommended for 


young chidren. Dalby Stereo Digital) Ft Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:15, 255; 
Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:20. 7:15, 355 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Aye, St. Albert. 
453-9622 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (GiDaty 1:05, 
305, 5:00. 6:55, 4:45 

MIAMI VICE (140, vidienos, sexual content) Daty 1:5, 4:25, 7:00, 
935 

THE ANT BULLY (() Daty 1:20, 2:10, 205 

LADY IN THE WATER (PG. tigfilening scenes, not recommenced 
for young children) Daily 4:55, 9:00 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young) CicrenOsty 
12:55, 350, 645, 9:30 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY (PG. 
fecommended for young chicen, no passes) 


coarse language, not 


4762-50 St. Leciuc, 996-2728 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG, sexual content) Dally 12:50, 
3:30, 7:20, 9:30 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (Gj Disly 1:10, 
3:15, 7:10, 9:10 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG, sew.ci content, not suttabie 
Jor young chien) Dally 1:00, 220, 7:00 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY (PG, 
coarse Isnguage, not recommended for young chikiren} Deity 1-20, 


ALM 


3:40, BO. 9:05 


CLERKS I (184. crude sened content theo 
MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 
Camrose. 780-608-2144 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (G) Dat 
9:00 Sat Sun Yue Tha 210 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY (PG, 
Cosrie languags, Nol recommended for young chicken) 
Dally 6-55 G10 Sat Sun The Thu 200 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN : DEAD MANS CHEST (PG 


Feoiterey ommended for younger chien) Dealy 
30 Sat Sun Tus The 1:50 
THE ANT BULLY (G) Sat Sun Tue Thu 2 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG. 
for young chikdren] Daly 7:00 9:15 


YOU, ME AND Dt 


Content, ct suites for 
ys Ths 1:55 


205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2332 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (F 


tightens recommended for young ) Destly 


BOMBAY CALLING/THE DANISH POET (STC 
TAKESHIS’ (STC) Fri-Sun 9.00 
FAVA FILM CLASS (STC 


Thu 7:00 


8882-170 St. 444-1829 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Freon 1:40, 4.00, 850, 8:50; Tue-Thu 
4:00, 650, 850 


GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES (G) Fri 
6:45, Tue-Tho 4:10, 45 


TTHE OMEN (1A. gory Violence, frightening soanes) Frivion 1 
4:15, 6:40, 9:00, Tue-Thu 4:15, 6:40, 9:00 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT (PG. veces 
nol recommen cpilcnen) Fri- Mor wD, 945, 
Tue-Tha 4:45, 7:30, 9 


RV (PG) Fie Mon 


INSIDE MAN 


POSEIDON (1.44) Fri-Men 2:10, 4:25, 
7:10, 240 


TAD, 9:40; Toe-Thu 4:35 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE fil |! 4 gence) Fri-Mon 145, 4 
7500, 93 Toe-Thy 4:30, 7:00, 2% 


BEAR THE MELTDOWN 3) Freon 2:00, 4:20, 
Tre 42% 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Daily 9:1. 
NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY (P'S. 
‘coares language, not recommended for young children) Daily 
12:00, 2:30, 5:10, 7:50, 10:40 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (G) Daily 
19:55, 2:10, 4.20, 640, 6:45 


THE NIGHT LISTENER (1.4 coarse language, mature theres 
Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:20, 9:30 
THE DESCENT (124, gory 20, 8:00, 10:4 


scenes} Daty 1:50, 5 


MIAMI VICE (1.45 


1:20, 4:25, 7:30, 1030 

JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE ( weed Cor 
5:15, 7:45, 10:01 

THE ANT BULLY (Gj Daty 12:10, 220, 4°90, BS 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG, frighiewra 
for young children’) Daity 12:30, 2:40, 


2:00, 6:30, 8:10, 10-2! 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG. nant 
mended for young ohidren) Daily 9 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG, Se@nisl content 
10 for young chien) F-Mon Vit, 1 
4:10, 7:40, 10:15 Star and Strofer 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
fnghtering scenes. nt rox 
17-50, 1-30, 3:15, 450, 620 
60, 745 


‘SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Duty OL 


7306, 9:40 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (°G) Datty 1.00. 5 


CARS (G) Daily 12:50, 3:40, 7:00 


1Q557-82 Ave, 453-0728 
A SCANNER DARKLY (144, substance sume, 
Daly 9:00 Sat Sun Mon 3:00 


THE MISTRESS OF SPICES (/G, mature (memes) Daly © 
‘Sun Mon 1:00 


ares ENE 
00 Sat 


STRANGERS WITH CANDY (144. crude content) Daly 7-10 
$10 Sat Sun Mon 200 


ST. ALBERT CINEMAS 
490, 140 St. Albert Bd. St. Albert, 418-6999 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Fri-Sun Tue The 1215, 915, G25, 920 
THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) Fri-Sun Tue Thu 1235, 3:85, 645, 240 


GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES () Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12:30, 
3:30, 6:40, 235 


AN INCONCIENIENT TRUTH ( PG) Fr-Sun Tue Thu 1245, 395 
55, 9:50 


LITTLE MAN (PG) Fri-Sun Tue Thu 1225. $25, 6:35, 950 
(CUCK (144) Frt-Sun Tue Thu 12:40, 340, 650, 245 
NACHO LIBRE (PG) Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12:20, 3:20, 6:90, 9:25 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
ae wicive: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (P 


fright 


MIAMI VICE (144. viciencs, sexual mtn 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (FG. sex ti ota 
140 = 1 


SUPERMAN RETURNS: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE [PG 


MAX) Daily 4:00, 7-15 


THE ANT BULLY: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE 


SARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (3. 
ily 11:45, 2500, 4:15, 6:40, 2 


MONSTER HOUSE ( 
d fo 9 chide 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (°G 


THE ANT BULLY (G, Digital, RWC 


CLERKS II 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND 


mended for chidren, Digital 


LADY IN THE WATER Niening scene m 
mended for young chicire 7 25 5 


— 


THE NIGHT LISTENER (144, coarse language, (natu 


hemes, Digital) Daily 1:50, 4:46 


WORLD TRADE CENTER 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St. 496-8585 
TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 


190 language, NOK recor 
Daily 11 5 


THE NIGHT LISTENER (144 


aly 1.3 


THE DESCENT (184, gory 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS 


MIAMI VICE (1.4. violence, 
Dally 12:50,-4:00, 7:15. 10 


THE ANT BULLY (G) Daily 12:00, 2:10, 4:95, 6.90, BC 


Siar and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 
CLERKS Il (184. crue sexual content throug al 
45, 7-45, 10:20 


MONSTER HOUSE [F 


ed for young chiicren) £ 


YOU, ME AND OUPREE (P 
Nended for young chiciren) Fi 


PIRATES, OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD: MAN'S CHEST (P | 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Daly 12 $0, 1 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA SD. 6:40, 92 


CLICK (1 44. £5 10; MON 
00, 1 


CARS (Gj Fi-Tua 1 


WORLD TRADE CENTER 


111 Ave. Groat Rid. 455-8726 | 
TALLADEGA NaGHTS: THE BEAD OF RICKY BOBBY 
(PG, coarse langu: ice young children 
Daity 12:30, ? 


MIAMI VICE (144 sex 6 y 1285, 348 


TES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
2 recor 0 for young chlicren} Daly 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PC. 


mended for chidiren) Fri-Tus ? 


WORLD TRADE CENTER (PG. nol resonende fo young 
paciren) Wed 0, 7:15, 10:15 


MIAMI VICE (144. woter 
1245, RAO, 640, 240 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (5) Datty *:10. 
3:10, 7:10, 810 

MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG. sexust content, not sutar de 
thr young chien) Only 9-20 

TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY (PG. 
coarse Ienquage. not recormmendiad for young chicken) Daly 
4250, 3:30, £50, $30 


(CLERKS It (184, crude sexual content nrougnout) Day 1:00. 
20, 7:00 


AUGUST 3AUGUST 9,206 \ursweExty 31 


FESTIVAL 


mxpx 
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M 
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wy To PRE ile a ea ee 


Mui ldlladega Nights has enough 
comedians but no real drivers 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweokly.com 


he story of the Talladega 

Nights: The Ballad 

of Ricky Bobby is 
that it was pitched to ¢y 
movie producers with six 
words: "Will Ferrell as a 
Nascar driver.” 

Shrewd as those producers were, 
they immediately realized that those 
six words were all you needed for a 
script as well, green-lighted the thing, 
and here we sit. 

Up next: Will Ferrell as a figure 
skater (seriously, look it up). If you 
can complete the sentence with an 
easily mockable occupation, you too 
can see your name in the credits of 
your very own Hollywood comedy. 

Will Ferrell as jaded movie critic? I 
guess it’s harder than it looks. 

To be fair, though, if you’re going 
to just set up a tripod and let a group 
of people go hog wild, you could do 
far worse than the talent assembled 
here. Only Steve Carell is missing 
from the film's cadre of the most 
commited movie comedians working 
today. Gary Cole is their fourth 
option, for Lumbergh’s sake). Tallade- 

ga Nights is basically what happens 
when you let free-form comedians riff 
on a theme and try to patch together 
a story in the editing room. There’s 
probably 500 miles of hilarious 
footage on the cutting room floor, but 


THIS IS OK 


>— | OPENS FAL AUG 4 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE 


BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 
DIRECTED BY ADAM MCKAY 

WRITEN BY WILL FERRELL, MCKAY 

STARRING WIL FERBEL JOHN C REL, 
SACHA BARON COHEN, GARY COLE 


COMED 


the fact they couldn’t put together a 
tight narrative even with that is 
somewhat indicative of the lack of 
structure they went in here with. 

It's your basic tale of redemption, 
which gives a lot of leeway for funny 
scenarios. Ricky Bobby (Ferrell) over- 
comes his absentee Pops (Cole, who 
is actually largely wasted, though he 
looks pretty good with a too-tall in 
his hand throughout) to be the num- 
ber one Nascar driver. Trouble strikes 
when an espresso-sipping, Camus- 
reading, gay French Formula One 
driver (Sacha Baron Cohen, who's 
one of the few comedians who bests 
Ferrell in sheer devotion to ridiculous 
roles) takes his place on the pole— 
that particular joke is made rather 
tactfully, actually—and his best friend 
John C Reilly) steals his wife after a 
bad crash. Ricky Bobby eventually 
gets on his feet, gets another woman, 
and gets back to racing. 


THE PROBLEM, though, is that charac- 


ter development and narrative cohe- 


sion take a backseat to comedic 
value. It’s the movie equivalent of a 
greatest hits CD: sure, most of the 
scenes are funny enough (especially 
watching Cohen mangle the French 
stereotype), but without the sense of 
emotional attachment that was pres- 
ent even in Anchorman and (especial- 
ly) The 40-Year-Old Virgin, the laughs 
feel kind of empty, and if something 
misses, there’s no reason to sit 
through it. 

I’m sure two hours of the blooper 
reel would be funny, too, but shit, this 
isn’t a Dick Clark primetime special, 


and as such I only want to see Moll 
Shannon if she’s going to make m 
care about Ricky Bobby getting bac! 
on the race track. 

And so, producers, as hilarious a 
these people can be, and as fun as a 
movie like this is to make—I have no 
doubt every last cast member had a 
blast mugging for the camera—th« 
next pitch you thumbs-up really 
should be, “Will Ferrell as an actor 
who actually follows a script.” It'd be 
funny, see, and more fulfilling than 
renting his SNL Best-of. Just a 
thought. w 


Get thee to a nunnery, Viridiana 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
quick survey of Entertainment 
Weekly's recent “25 


Most Controversial Ni 


Movies Ever” proves that 

even terms like “controver- 

sial” can be baldly co-opted THS ROCKS 
by commercial interests. 

How else can we account for the 
presence of Ron Howard’s New Age-y, 
theologically egalitarian, soft-on-the- 
Vatican adaptation of The Da Vinci 
Code scoring Number 13? Was any- 
body actually offended by that movie? 
Did anyone take it seriously enough 
to be offended? Did Howard even take 
it seriously? 

I’m not proposing that anyone 
actually take Entertainment Weekly 
seriously, but it says something about 
the narrow range of the mainstream 
media's cultural radar when Da Vinci 
ranks so prominently, while Luis 
Bunuel’s Viridiana, newly released 
on DVD by Criterion, doesn’t even 
make EW’s final cut. 

Deliciously provocative, caustically 
insightful, hounded by censors and 
legal troubles, Viridiana was contro- 
versial in the richest sense. It's the 
work of a seasoned master, playfully 
confronting the deep-rooted socio- 
religious ideology that shaped his 
own life. 


NOW AVAILABLE 


DIRECTED BY LUIS BUNUEL 

WRITTEN BY BUNUEL, JULIO ALEJANDRO 
STARRING SILVIA PINAL, FRANCISCO RABAL 
FEANANDD REY 


After making such an early splash 
with the scandalous Un chien andalou 
(1928) and L’age d’or (1930), Bunuel 
underwent years of sporadic activity 
before reinventing himself in Mexico, 
where he made numerous films in 
quick succession, some of which (like 
1950's Los Olvidados) are among his 
masterworks. He'd garnered an inter- 
national reputation and proved that, 
with age, even the most maverick 
artists earn grudging acceptance by 
the establishment. 

A quarter century after the end of 
the Civil War, Spanish authorities 
decided to thaw their previously icy 
relations with their most notorious 
filmmaking progeny. Invited home 
under the auspices of the Franco 
regime he once fled from, Bunuel, a 
few restrictions aside, was given free 
reign. 

Viridiana was completed just in 
time for the 1961 Cannes Film Festi- 
val, where it won the Palme d'Or and 
was declared blasphemous by the 
Vatican’s newspaper. The director of 


ON DVD 


the Spanish Film Institute who 
approved the production was dis- 
missed, the film was disowned by 
Spain, and all prints were ordered 
destroyed. It was never shown there 
until 1977. 


PICKING UP thematically where 
Nazarin (1958) left off, Viridiana con- 
cerns a young nun (Silvia Pinal) who 
accepts an invitation from her Uncle 
Jaime (the marvellously melancholy 
Fernando Rey) to pay him a final visit 
before entering the convent. Jaime 
reveals his fetishistic obsession with 
his dead wife, whom Viridiana closely 
resembles, convincing Viridiana to 
dress as her before pleading with her 
to maintain the role permanently and 
live on his estate as his spouse. Viridi- 
ana leaves in disgust. 

Jaime eventually finds a perverse 
way of making Viridiana stay, but 
once settled she endeavours to trans- 
form his home into a house of Christ- 
ian charity, inviting vagabonds to 
work on the estate in return for food 
and shelter. The benefactors 
inevitably abuse Viridiana’s charity, 
making a wild party in her absence, 
climaxing in a portrait where the 
drunken bums are positioned at the 
banquet table in imitation of Da 
Vinci's Last Supper. 


AUGUST 3 - AUGUST 9, 2006 


FILM 


With characteristic cool, Bunuel 
claimed he never set out to blas- 
pheme, and to a degree, this seems 
genuine. Many of Viridiana's contro- 
versial details (the crucifix switch 
blade, the tortured dogs) are taken 
directly from Bunuel’s experiences of 
Spanish life. His characterization ol 
Viridiana isn’t mocking but sympa- 
thetic. Characters aren't judged 
morally, but rendered as complex and 
deeply human in all their weaknesses 
and strengths, their acts of malice or 
altruism. 

Guided by Bunuel’s increasingly 
elegant, quietly strange camerawork 
(highlighted by his jarring, erotic iso- 
lation of legs), Viridiana is unsparingly, 
blackly comic, but a keenly observed 
portrait of the follies of desire. 

Criterion’s edition features a beau- 
tiful, near-flawless transfer of lumi- 
nous silvers, terrific interviews, €ss2y> 
and a French documentary on Bufuel, 
with comments by a Jesuit priest from 
the seminary where Bunuel studied 

“Even in his most irreligious films, 
the priest says, “some traces of reli- 
gion can always be found.” 

If Bunuel could truly offend, it’s 
only because his films are founded in 
belief and wonder. And that’s some 
thing you’d never say about Ron 
Howard. w 


As I Lay Dying stays alive 
in the Underground 
HARDCORE ACT KEEPS ON DENYING BIG RECORD LABELS 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ounds of the Underground is a 
big deal. So big, really, that it 
seems more than a little disin- 
genuous to call it an underground fes- 
tival at all, to be honest. 

Although, San Diego hardcore band 
As I Lay Dying might disagree. The 
SOTU headliners may be the biggest 
thing in commercial hardcore right 
now, but they refuse to move from 
their independent label, Metal Blade, 
onto a major. 

“We've talked with some of the 
majors,” explains vocalist Tim Lambe- 
sis. “{But) the more we hear about 
major labels, the happier we are with 
Metal Blade.” 

The band, which formed in 2001 
and has undergone numerous mem- 
ber changes to arrive at their current 
lineup, are true to their founding 
ideals, which encompass both hard- 
core and Christian values. 

Lyrically the band doesn’t come off 
as very religious, and the distortion 
drenched music doesn't seem like an 
average Crystal Cathedral broadcast, 
but their attitudes towards animals, as 
well as other people, are influenced 


TUE,AUG (1) 
SOUNDS OF THE 


UNDERGROUND 

WITH AS LAY DYING, FLAMES TRIVIUM, 
CANWIGAL CORPSE TERROR, BEHEMOTH, GHAR, 
THECHARIOY, THROUGH THE EYES OF THE DEAD, 
THEBLAGK DARA MURDER, 

EVERGREEN TERRACE 

NORTHLANDS AGRICO, $3080 


by compassion and other Christian 
values. The group is so committed to 
their religion that when As I Lay 
Dying were forced to orchestrate a 
line-up reconfiguration, the band was 
careful to select members who shared 
their faith with them, 

“To me it was important because 
when we first started we were all 
Christian,” Lambesis says. “To change 
it would be sort of deceptive or mis- 
leading,” 


LIFE IN A TOURING band isn't entirely 
the giant party that local kids will get 
to see when they show up to the Agri- 
com for Sounds of the Underground. 
Lambesis claims that every time the 
band puts out a new album, they tour 
it for an entire year. This, he says, can 
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make for a very tough home life 

“Because we spend more time 
away from home than we do at 
home,” he says, “it gets hard to have 
the same type of consistency being 
around the people we love. I'd say 
that’s the number one difficulty of 
being in a touring band.” 

Inevitably for a band that has punk 
roots but has moved on to play larger 
travelling festivals, As | Lay Dying has 
sometimes found itself criticized for 
participating in these events, what 
with the corporate sponsorship and 
the merchandising tie-ins being at 
odds with punk and hardcore values 
Lambesis, like any good punk, takes a 
contrarian view. 

“For me personally, what I do isn’t 
any different from five and a half 
years ago when we started,” he says, 
noting that the only thing that’s 
changed is that bigger companies 
want to help promote the music he’s 
making. 

“if there was something forcing me 
to compromise, it would, of course, 
cross a line, but the goal has always 
been to make our music available to 
everyone.” W 
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‘Vancouver band likes their country-rock a little ony 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


ud River. The name con- 
jures up images of a land- 
= scape that has yet to be 


overrun by the pavement of the city. 
It's also the name of a Vancouver 
band with a sound fused out of rock 
‘n’ roll and country. 

The group’s name is not some half- 
hearted attempt at conjuring up a 
rootsy image, however; it’s more of a 
natural extension of the band’s ori- 
gins in northern BC. 

“That's where | grew up,” singer 
Nick Lawton explains. “It’s a small 

“rea just outside of Prince George. My 
grandparents moved there in late 
1948 and bought a ton of acreage out 
there and Mud River is the river that 
runs through our property.” 

Taking their inspiration from that 
earthy setting, Mud River emerged out 
of a series of Sunday jam sessions 
where a group of former punk and 
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metal musicians set out to challenge 
themselves with something a little dif- 
ferent. But while they were initially 
angling for a traditional bluegrass 
vibe, their various backgrounds led 
them to a sound that one could imag- 
ine coming from Neil Young and Crazy 
Horse if they made a country album. 

That's a comparison that Lawton is 
happy to hear, citing Young as one of 
his biggest inspirations. 

“He lives in the moment and actual- 
ly makes art,” Lawton says. “He does- 
n't write to buy a new swimming pool. 
Neil Young's always looking forward, 
and to see something like that gives 
you hope as an artist yourself. You can 
keep growing and you can be 60 years 
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old and still be making a radical politi- 
cal statement with loud guitars.” 


AS MUD RIVER PREPARE for their first 
wester tour, they're keeping one eye 
on the future and one on the past. 
They'll soon be finishing up the writ- 
ing of their second album with plans 


CUNT 
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to record it in late fall or early Janu- 
ary, although they have no desire to 
lay the songs down in a sterile 
recording studio. 

“The idea right now is to actually 
record it in Mud River at my parent's 
place,” Lawton says. “They have a big 
rambling place, and you can see the 


river through the windows there.” 
Lawton is hoping that the setti,, 
will provide just the right inspiratio,, 
for the sessions. “We've got a loi o; 
hopes pinned on the next record,” jy, 
offers. “We really want to take a si. p 
forward and put something out thai 
beautiful and heartfelt and honest.” y 
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Sixth Belushi is neither John nor Jim 


JARED MAJESKI / jared@vueweekly.com 
ust of your party shirts, your 
De shoes and your, uh, 
drinking trousers: the 
Belushis are coming to town. 

But it’s not John Belushi (obvious- 
ly), and it’s not Jim Belushi (thank 
god)—it’s a group of five rock ‘n’ 

| soulers from Vancouver; although, if 
you count the cooler of booze that 
accompanies the band on stage at 
most shows, I guess you would have 
to call the Belushis a sextet. 

“One of the other guys in the band 
calls it ‘the sixth Belushi,’” jokes 
Belushis’ drummer/songwriter Jason 
Kennedy, on the phone from Van- 
couver. 


THE BELUSHIS ARE what hard-working 
Canadian bands look like. They bring 
their lunch pail to work, they work 
overtime, and they don’t take any 
vacations. This attitude has rewarded 
the band with some crucial opening 
slots. Arguably one of their best 
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THE BELUSHIS 

WITH DEADITY SERPENTS, KAREN FOSTER 
SIDETRADK AF, $5 


shows, a performance with rock ‘n’ 
soul powerhouse the Bellrays in the 
winter of ‘05, remains a touchstone 
for Kennedy. 

“Coincidentally, it was our second 
bass player’s first show with us ever,” 
Kennedy says, noting that the Railway 
Club, one of Van City's most popular 
live music venues, was packed even 
before the headliners were on, “I'm 
guessing everything since has been a 
let down for him.” 


KENNEDY AND HIS fetiow Belushi- 
mates have been playing shows in 
Vancouver for nearly two years, and 
each summer is a chance for the guys 
to take a break from work, head out 
on the road, and play those venues 
that won't necessarily get played dur- 


ing the rest of the year (this year’s 
summer tour consists of nine shows 
in nine days, stretching from Kelowna 
to Lethbridge). 

With one album out, 2005's Rich in 
Broken Glass, the Belushis are now 
putting their efforts to finishing up a 
follow-up. Although the album was 
originally supposed to come out in 
the fall of '06, Kennedy feels that 
fans may have to wait until the win- 
ter to obtain the new EP; all the 
songs are recorded, but because of 
various scheduling conflicts, the mix- 
ing and laying down of vocals has 
yet to be done. 

And while the Belushis do have a 
connection to the rock ‘n’ soul genre, 
Kennedy feels that the soul in the 
equation lends itself more to the 
approach rather than the sound 
something Kennedy calls “swagger.” 

“It's not just having attitude, but 
how that attitude comes out in the 
music,” Kennedy says. “When I think 
of rock ‘n’ soul, | think of swagger.” v 
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REVUE / FRI, JUL 28 / SHOUT OUT OUT OUT 
OUT / STARLITE ROOM It was only 8 pm 
when | first passed by the front door of the 
Starlite Room on Friday night, but the antici- 
pation for Shout Out Out Out Out's CD release 
party was already palpable, with dozens of 
overeager hipsters loitering outside waiting 
for the doors to open so they could get their 
groove on. The teaming hoards weren't disap 
pointed once the band actually arrived 
onstage much Jater in the night—Shout Out 
Out Out Out's enthusiasm and energy were 
matched only by their showmanship. Drum- 
mers Clint Frazier and Gravy were stacked on 
top of each other with some clever (if not 
potentially tragic) scaffolding, and there was 
a huge lit block letter sign spelling “Shout” 
that flashed on and off in time with Nik Kozub 
and Lyle Bell's high-kicks. And aside from 
some douche who thoroughly sprayed me 
with a beer, the show was, as those overea- 
ger hipsters had predicted, so much fun. — 
NEAL WILDING / neal@vueweekly.com 


10081 Josper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Tim, 
Rotter 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BIG VALLEY JAMBOREE Kick- 
off Party: Hot Apple Pie, Neal 
McCoy; Songwriters Workshop: 
Cam Penner, Samantha King, Pear, 
Shane Chisholm, 3:30pm; tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Carrie 
Heyniw, Knstilyn Robertson 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
‘Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude, 6-10pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Bran Petch 

EXPRESSIONZ CAFE Open 
stage; 7-11pm. 

FOUR ROOMS Tom Golub 
JAMBAERS PUB Thursday open 
jam, 7-11pm 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-1230am. 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam 
hosted by the Wild Rase Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society, 7-10pm 
O'BYRNE'S Marco Clavenia 
Group; 9:30pmy no cover 
SIDETRACK CAFE Brock 
Skywalker and his Irregular 
Heartbeats; Birthday Show witih 
Paul Bellows, James Murdoch and 
Joe Bird, Grv!; Spm: $5 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Fuse: $5 (door) 
WILD WEST SALOON Larry 


Barrio 
DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE D.Js 
spinon two levels 


BUDDY'S DJ Squiggles. Yohko 
Oh-no 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, 
ShortRound, Echo, SpinCycle, 
BabyGirl and Touch It; Heritage 
Day long weekend Kick-off jam: 
Hosted by: KWAME (91.7 The 
Bounce) 


HULBERT'S Relaxing down- 
tempo, smooth jazz, and lounge: 
music with OJ Frederick, 7pm 


KAS BAR Uiban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Trasheteria: DJs Naz Nomad and 
Beard of Bees 

ON THE ROCKS Sais3 and the 
City 930pm dance lessons, Cuban 
salsa DJ to follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikes; Spm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock 
pop, hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexoxi Tronic, Drag 


Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
foating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 

STANDARD DJ Danny Howells 
{UK}; tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Treehouse, 
Underground (WEM), Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NAMLS WLCM: Electro, techno, 


Opposites 


URBAN LOUNGE Octane; $5 
(door) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Columbus (7” release party), 
guests; no minors; 8pm, $8 {adv) at 
www thesoundradio.com, 
Blackbryd, Freecloud, Listen and 
Megatunes/$10 (door) 


| PREVUE / WED, AUG 9 (8 PM) / THESE BRIGHT 
LIGHTS / URBAN LOUNGE, $5 

Recently dormant (I think they were without a bass 
player or something) emo kids These Bright Lights 
make their triumphant return with openers Dance 
Methodical, who have something to do with Change 
Methodical. | think. 


no wave, hip-hop with DJ Nik 7 
and a rotating cast of quests; no 
minors; 8pm (door) 


WUNDERBAR [n and Out: with 
DU Paul and Frank 


FAl 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 3 
Drops of the Pure 


AZUCAR X-Band, DJ Papi and DJ 
Touch It 


BIG VALLEY JAMBOREE Kory 
Wios, Lisa Hewitt, George Fox, 
Shooter Jennings, John Michael 
Montgomery, Montgomery Gentry; 
Songwriters Workshop: Aaron 
Goodvin, Jaron Rovensky, Vissia 
Sisters, Mike Gouchie, 1:30pm: 
Tim Hus, Kory Wlos, Big Mike 
Callan, Vissia Sisters, 3:30pm; tick- 
ets available at TicketMaster 


BLUEBERRY BLUEGRASS FES- 
TIWAL-STONY PLAIN EXHIBI- 
TION PARK Alberta Society of 
Fiddler's 2:30pm; Bix Mix Boys 
1:30pm; Riverdale Bluegrass Band 
2;30pm; Wood Bend 3:30pm, 
Foggy Minded Mountain Boys 
4:30pm; Restless Lester 5:30prn; 
IInd Generation 6:15pm; Opening 
Ceremonies 7pm; Tragically Hick 
7:30pm, Restless Lester 8:30pm; 
Lost Highway 9:30pm; jamming 
begins 10:30pm; tickets by phone: 
1-888-jamming (526-6464) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Lara Yule 
Singh, Alexia Melnychuk 
CASINO EDMONTON Allen 
Christie (country) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen 


Raieand Comerstone 
{country/rock) 


FOUR ROOMS D.a.d.s Trio 


HULBERT'S Thom Golub, Brett 
Miles, and Max Roach (jazz); 8pm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Helen Nolan 


(jaz classics); $7 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
D.LY Wednesdays in the Suburbs: 
Ripcordz, Knucklehead, On the 
Brink. Faty Maty; $5 


ROXY THEATRE Jay Crocker and 
the Electric Apes (10-Piece 
Ensemble), Mark Davis (Old 
Reliabla); 7pm (door), 8pm (show); 
$10 (door) 

SIDETRACK CAFE Ndici 
Onukwulu, Madagascar Slim, 
guests, Salt (Allison Russell from 
Po-Girl and Awna Texei of Barley 
Wick); 9pm; $10 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Collapsing 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DU 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element D'n’B/house/breaks with 
Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, Shortee, 
‘Sweetz and more 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S Dance party with DJ 
Alvaro 


CALIENTE'S Funktion Fridays 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text 
Messaging Singles Party: For sin- 
gles 25-40; completely anony- 
mous, totally addictive 
ESMERALDA'S D.! Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Friday 
Nights: 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with Du 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 


DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Funktion Fridays: 
Eskimos and Lions’ official after 
party 

HALO (od Club: indie rock, new 
Wave, Brit pop, and "60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm). 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
The Gong Show retums 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: 
Top 40, R&B, house with DJ Jay 
and DJ Spyder 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Fetro to New: 
classic rock, A&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday. indie 
fock and Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 

THE ROOST All Request Dance 
Party; with DJ Jazzy 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning. 

‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


STOLL'S Top 40, R&B, house 
with People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
guests; 1-7am 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 3 
Drops of the Pure 


AAZUCAR X-Band, DJ Papi and DJ 
Touch It 


BIG VALLEY JAMBOREE Brett 
Kissel, Steve Fox, Mel Tillis, Lee 
Ann Womack, Jeff Foxworthy, Terri 
Clark; Songwriters Workshop: 
Duane Steele, Alana Levandoski, 
Big Mike Callan, Sarah Beth 
Keeley, 1:30pm; Duane Steele, 
Alana Levandoski, Myrol, Craig 
Young, 3:30pm; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair 
of the Dog: Twilight Hotel; 4-6pm; 
No cover 


BLUBERRY-BLUEGRASS FESTI- 
VAL — STONY PLAIN EXHIBI- 
TION PARK Foggy Minded 
Mountain Boys 12:30pm; Spinny 
Brothers 12:45pm; Four Chords of 
Wood 1:45pm; Restless Lester 
2:45pm; Ilird Generation 3:45pm; 
Lost Highway 4:30pm; Hit and Run 
Bluegrass Band 6:30pm; Spinney 
Brothers 7:30pm; Del McCoury 
Band 8:30pm; Del McCoury Band 
9:30pm; jamming begins 10:30pm 


PREVUE / WED, 
gd AUG 9(7 PM) / 
HIGH JINKS / 

THE LOFT, $10 

Etown hardcore 
mavens High Jinks 

team up with buds 

Cold Blood and the 
Skitzos to rock “the 
Loft,” wherever the 
hell that is (you can 
find out by going to 
www.edmontonhe.t 
k, apparently). 


CANMORE FOLK MUSIC FESTI- 
VAL Craig Korth Band, H'Sao, Bob 
Brozman, Susan Aglukark, Eileen 
Ivers and Immigrant Soul; 5-11pm; 
tickets available at TicketMaster 


CASINO EDMONTON Allen 
Christie (country) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen 
Raie and Comerstone 
(country/rock) 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open 
stage, all ages; 2-6pm 

FOUR ROOMS D.a.d:s Trio 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 
Sat top rap groups; Spm 
HULBEAT'S Thom Golub, Brett 
Miles, and Max Roach (jazz), 8pm 


JAMIMERS PUB Saturday open 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


Jam, 37:30pm; country/roch ban) 
Spm-2am 
O'BYRNE'S On the Pati 


Wynters, Scott Peters; 3, 
cover 


SIDETRACK CAFE (2/0, 
quests, Turnstiles, The Red p, 
Spm; $5 (door) 
STARLITE ROOM ¢; 
Bette Machete, All El: 
minors; 8pm (door); $ 


URBAN LOUNGE 0¢t:; 
(door) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 

The Fact (An Independe 

Release); John Broomfield, f; 
Aid Kit, Peasant Makes Bip 
minors; 8prn; $7 (door\/$s 
the purchase of a book 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Barto 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE | 
band and dancing every 
10pm-1am 


DJS 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCL [ 
Top 40 with Latin b. 
Papi 


DECADANCE Sou) } 
Saturdays: Funky how t 
beatz with DJs T.-Ba i 
Funk and local/intemat 
guests presented by Ne 
Entertainment no mi 

3am 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB S31, 
Night Fever-Live to Air with 
The Bounce, DJ Shocks 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE 
Top tracks, rock, retro wit 
Damian 
GINGUR SKY S: 
Hustler's Jam: Rick 

felease party), The World 
Audiomaxx.cam, Dis Young ( 
and Snipa 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
Saturday: DJ Groovy 
‘guests 


ONE ON WHYTE Saturday 
Nights: With DJ Jay and DJ 
Spyder 

RED STAR Indie rock. hip | 
rock, indie rock, hip hoy 
Master F Loopin’ the 31 


THE ROOST Always like N\ 
Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retr 
downstairs and DJ Jaz 
music) upstairs 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, 
R&B, house with People’s 0 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER SKAT- 
ING DISCO Public skate 

$5; and 7pm-midnight, $6/S4 
(rentals) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 

Anthem: hard NAG/trance/funk 
with Jeff Hillis, DTDR 
STX. Tweek; 1am-8am 


WUNDERBAR Featured 0 and 
Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Relea: 
Saturdays 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND Gill 
Derina and Steve 


BIG VALLEY JAMBOREE 
Millar, The Cruzeros, Emerso" 
Drive, Darryl Worley, Savy’ 
Brown, Gretchen Wilso 
Songwriters Workshop: Li 
Drive, Clayton Bellamy, 
Shawn “Swifty” pen, 
1:30pm; Tracy Millar, C 
Bellamy, Aaron Goodvin, St 
Yellowbird, 3:30pm, tickels 2° 
able at TicketMaster 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 00" 


North (of Shout Out Out Ou! 


— 
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-MUSIC 


pegins 10:30pm: tickets by phone 
|.988-jamming (526-6464) 


SHOPPE Open stage with Rhea 
March, 7-10pm 

(CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Jam every Sunday; 7pm 
JAMAERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam, 48pm 
NEWCASTLE PUB Live Jam 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
The Accused, HomeWrekers, 
Thrashic Fibrosis, Paser Disposer, 
Panik Atak; all ages event, 
licensed 


O/BYRNE’S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: 
Open stage for all; 9:30pm, no 
cover 


(OSCARS PUB Open stage 
Sundays hosted by Chris Wynters 
‘of Captain Tractor (8-11 pm) 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
altemate weeks; 9-12 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Legendary 
Sidatrack Industry Night: with OJ 
Dudeman, Crust-X; 9pm; $B 
URBAN LOUNGE Rosco and the 
French Ticklers; $5 (door) 


DJS 


‘BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic 
Improv, Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Stardust 
Lounge: with Mz Bianea and Mz 
Vanity Fair, QU Eddy Toonflash 
CALIENTE'S Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: Swing it Away: Heritage 
Day long weekend gathering: with 
the World Famous, 
Audiomexox.com, Dus Young One 
and Snipa, and InVinceable, Game, 
Weapon X and BabyGirl 


HALO Popscene: indie hits, forgot- 


ten classics, underground 
favourites with S Master F 
Floormatt, Kyle, G-Spot, Jer-Lo, 
Travy D; Spm (door); no cover 
THE ROOST A fabulous Drag 
show every Sunday featuring 
Hostess Connie Lingua, rotating 
guests, singers, drag Queens; $2; 
free pool 

SPORTSWORLD ROLLER SKAT- 
ING DISCO Genesis: Gospel and 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old 
Time Fiddle Jam hosted by the 
Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Society; 7pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer; Spm; no cover 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 
Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no cover 


PREVUE / MON, AUG 7 (7 PM) / CAD! 

ai {all ages) 
Jmonton rap superstar (yeah, | know, it still sounds weird to me, too—h 

think he feels?) Cadence Weapon headlines a diverse all-ages gig with ae 

Ninja High School and fellow locals Bebop Cortez and Lazersnake. 


Christian tunes with DJ Chris; 
Spm-lam 


STANDARD 885 


STOLLFS Stolli’s House Arrest: 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Where 
Its At DJ Sweetz, Propa, Degree, 
2 Live Drew, no minors; no cover 
(8-Spm)/$4 (door)/$2 (industry) 
WUNDERBAR Trance, dance and 
fave styles with DJ Regan and Co 
Y AFTERHOURS Steve Smooth, 
Jojoflores 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


(CANMORE FOLK MUSIC FESTI- 
VAL Valdy and Gary Fjellgaard, 
Ndidi Onukwulu, Nathan Rogers, 
Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, Chip Taylor 
and Camie Rodnguez, FRUIT, Linda 
Tillery and the Cultural Hentage 
Choir, Finale; 4-10pm; tickets avail- 
able at TicketMaster 

LB.'S PUB House band: 9:30pm- 
‘Jam; no cover 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Clavena {samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 

O'BYRNE'S ON WHYTE 


SlowBum (blues/rock); 9:30pm- 
2am 


WHERE THEY ARE 


Jasper Aye, 420-0448 » TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0! 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St * URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 439-3: 
WILD WEST SALOON 1212-50 St, 476-3388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Chur 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * D' 
11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 « DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 » EXPRESSIONZ 
100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4 
10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 6102. 10324-82 Ave, 989-700 
* HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161 
R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 * JEFFREY’ 
J.J/S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 * J.R RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 
JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * 
2599 * L.B/S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 48 
METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 
413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW YORI 
RA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-109A Ave, 457-9417 * O'BYRNE’S 10516-82 Ave, 414-6766 * ON 
BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 
U of A Campus, 492-3101 * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 Universit 
of A Campus, 492-2153 « RED’S WEM Phase Il, 481-6420 * RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 « RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 * RIGOLET- 
TO'S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 « THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426- 
3624 * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 + SAPPH' 
10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St, 421-1326 » SPORTSW: 
DARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 « STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 » STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
BGO * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 
388 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 + 
hill Sq, 428-1414 WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 
466-8069 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, 


Trivium 1pm; all ages; $39.50 

{adv\/$45 (door); tickets available 
at Unionenvent.com, TicketMaster 
SIDETRACK CAFE Karen Foster, 


The Belushis, Deadcity Serpents; 
Spm; $5 (door} 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night; 
no minors; Spm-2am 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays every Monday with DJ 
Penny Tentiary; Wooftop: Reggae, 
hip hop, funk with Dus Special Ed, 
Culture Shock 


BUDDY'S Ashley Love and DUT 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 


‘O'BYRNE'S Best local musical 
falent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and 
guest 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted 
by Gary Thomas 


NORTHLANDS AGRICOM 
Sounds of the Underground: In 
Flames, As | Lay Dying, Behemoth, 
Cannibal Corpse, Evergreen 
Terrace, GWAR, Terror, The Black 
Dahlia Murder, The Chariot, 
Through The Eyes Of The Dead, 


CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae night with Bomb Squad, 
0.8, Chrome Nine and weekly 
quest DJs; no cover 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, 
A&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance les- 
sons 8-10pm 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLER SKAT- 
ING DISCO Retro night: music 
flash backs from the ’S0s, BOs, 
"70s, ‘80s and ‘90s; 7pm-12 mid- 
night, $5/$4 (rentals) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
TrainWreck Tuesday: Punk Rock: 
8pm (door); no cover 


WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister 
with Twister Board and Dus 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
‘Open mic with Duff Robison; 8pm: 
BACK ROOM VODKA BAR 
Soulful deep house with Nic-E and 
Smoov 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: 

COOK COUNTY Wednesday Nite 
Live: Shane Yellowhbird; 8pm (door) 
FESTIVAL PLACE Patio Series: 
Juba, Mad Dog Blues Band: 7:30 
pm; $5 at Festival Place box office 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
D.LY Wednesdays: Mud River, 
Wheat Pool, Matt Olah, The 
Cowpunchers; 8pm; $5 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9°30pm; no cover 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL 
Little Flower open stage hosted by 
Brian Gregg) 8pm 

SMDETRACK CAFE Tango Sierra 
The Ways; Spm; $5 (door) 


STOLLI'S Wild Cherry: 
House/garage with Trpswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity 


URBAN LOUNGE These Bright 
Lights, Late Slip; free (with tick- 
etl/$5 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Larry 


Barrio 
DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smooy 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch: with DJ Buster Friendly; no 
cover 


BUDDY'S Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with DJ Eddy Toonflash, 
Mia Fellow, Ashley Lave, Yohko 
Oh-no, quests 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
‘Wig Out Wednesdays. Psycho and 
fockabilly with DJ Seures 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, 
soul, disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip 
hop with Goo! Curt, Yuri, Junior 
Brown, Remo 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 


STOLL'S Wild Chery 
Wednesdays: house/garage with, 
Thipswitch, Rezidnt Funk, Steve 
Velocity, and Fusion 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lushious Wednesdays: Retro alter 
native dance with The JBOTS; no 
minors; 9pm (door), $4 


WUNDERBAR Found one 
Dancehall and Old School Rap 
with DJ Toma and Aminder Brown 


S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


106 St, 485-1717 * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUN! 
y Ave, 499-1271 * RATT (ROOM AT THE 


Ave, 436-1554 * WUNDERBAR 8120-11 St, 436-5586 * XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 


wwwyatterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 * YES 


KAS BAR 10444. 


3150 * ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 499-1271 * AZUCAR LATIN NIGHT- 
CLUB 11733-78 St, 479-7400 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Piain Rd, 484-7751 « BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 « 
BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * 
BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 * BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St. 708-6555 * BOOTS 
10242-106 St, 423-5014 « BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CALIENTE 10515 Jasper Ave, 425- 
0850 * CARGO AND JAMES TEA SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 570 St. Albert 
Rd, St. Albert, 458-8766 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * 
CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481- 
8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * DANTE’S BISTRO 
EWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 * DRUID 
CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre 

-3117 © FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 4264767 * 
841 © GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 
9 « HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-0397 
) * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451-8779 * JAND 
+ JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 * 
Stony Plain Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-97 Ave, 427-2760 * 
82 Ave, 433-6768 * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433- 
11-2786 « LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « 
‘Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 
K BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 * NORTH GLENO- 
IE ON WHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 » OVERTIME 
ITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * POWER PLANT 
TOP) 7th Fl, Students’ Union Building, U 


589 * ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429: 
IRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/7 10-1625 * SAVOY 
(ORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 472-6336 * STAN- 


TERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnagie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 


REG SAT, AUGUST! GG 
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; Columbus pops a 7 inch ... 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
gy olumbus is a pop band. | 
mean, sure, if we're getting 
technical, then “indie pop” is 
"probably a more accurate descrip- 
tion, but that’s pretty much just code 
for “not Nelly Furtado,” and, besides, 
even a cursory listen to the music of 
the two-year-old Edmonton quartet 
would confirm that their pop sensi- 
bilities are more classic than bub- 
blegum, more Pet Sounds than 

“Promiscuous.” 

But even with the woefully under 
descriptive (not to mention, unfortu- 
nately, cloying) “indie” caveat, on 
the eve of the release of their new 
7”, Grey on Blue, Columbus still find 
themselves having to defend or at 
least explain themselves to local 
music fans used to automatically 
associating “pop” with “suck.” 

“People don’t get it. They either 
think that we're like a contrived 
pop-ido! band or that we're some 
kind of sellouts,” admits Columbus 
drummer Jesse Sherburne, who 
thinks that discomfort and ambiva- 
lence with pop as a cultural entity is 
less a local phenomenon than a con- 
tinental one 

“I think Europe is a lot more 
receptive to the indie pop sensibility, 
while I don’t think people are as 
receptive to it here,” he postulates. 
“We grew up here, and we have 
good shows here, but the larger 


BS | fA AUG.4 (0 PM) 

= | COLUMBUS 

oe | WITH CIRCLE SQUARE HINTERLAND 
Ce | STARLITEROOM, S10 


community that is interested in 
music that has these classic pop 
sensibilities is elsewhere.” 


WHILE HE UNDERSTANDS that align- 
ing his band with a genre most 
recently associated with boy bands 
and teenaged sex kittens is bound to 
inspire no small amount of appre- 
hension in the mind of scenesters 
and hipsters, Sherburne reserves his 
own personal disdain and skepti- 
cism for the ostensibly sophisticated 
and post-modern music such groups 
tend to favour. 

“I'm really tired of ironic music—I 
find it really nauseating, and that it’s 
way more pompous and contrived 
than what we're doing,” Sherburne 
complains. “Some [bands] are going 
so far out of their way to try and be 
over-complicated and ironic. It’s 
very cynical, and I don’t get it any- 
more, and | feel like there’s some- 
thing very beautiful about working 
within this three-and-a-half-minute 
pop song sort of genre that we do 
instead. 

“I see that a lot in art,” he contin- 
ues (and with some authority, too— 
Sherburne teaches design at the U of 


A and is responsible for the Art Bar 
installation currently on display at 
the Art Gallery of Alberta). “If it’s 
purposely bad or crappy or so low- 
brow, it can’t be called on the fact 
that maybe it isn’t all that interest- 
ing, and I think a lot of music is the 
same way, which is kind of sad.” 

Discussions on the nature of art, 
however, risk entering the realm of 
the pretentious and academic— 
Sherburne is far more comfortable 
letting Columbus's poppy, summery- 
yet-vaguely-dark music speak for 
itself, irony be damned. 

“I want to contribute to a lineage 
of great pop bands,” he insists 
earnestly, “and whether people get it 
or not, maybe at some point in time 
they will.” w 


i 
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What drives 
Michael Rault? 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 

‘m sure Michael Rault is pretty 
I sick of people talking about his 

locally-famous dad (father Lionel 
is an accomplished blues guitarist 
and notable CKUA disc jockey), but 
I've just got to say this one thing: the 
weirdest thing about interviewing 
Michael Rault is that when you call 
him, his dad might answer the 
phone, and it’s fun to imagine Rault 
senior handing off the phone while 
saying “some bullshit reporter’s on 
the line, son” and the two of them 
snickering about the music press and 
what a necessary evil it is. 

But my own imaginary world 
aside, Michael Rault & the Mixed 
Signals have been rather busy as of 
late. They recently tried to record a 
full-length album in the Rault fami- 
ly’s basement, but it didn’t go so 
well; but in the garage rock milieu, 
roughness around the edges is not 
only permissible, it’s also somewhat 
desirable. 

Rault was a leader in the youthful 
garage rock explosion Edmonton 
experienced a year or two ago, and 
even though one might think that, in 
the intervening year, he might have 
grown tired of being considered a 
“cute garage rocker,” he explains that 
he actually finds the genre liberating. 

“| really like the term garage 


<7 ir 


QUATE < UNDERC 


WR at tera 


featuring AS | LAY DYING, IN FLAMES, TRIVIUM, 
CANNIBAL CORPSE and GWAR, plus many more! 


We've got TWO PAIRS of tickets to give away, so 
all you have to do is send us an e-mail with your 
hame and daytime number to SOUNDS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Do it before Friday August 4 at 4 PM! 


(winners will be randomly drawn and contacted by phone) 
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=| MICHAEL RAULT & 
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THE MIXED SIGNALS 
WITH RIFE RANDALL, LETS DANCE 
QUEEN ALEX HA, SAL AGES 


[because] it’s not a very constrictiy, 
genre,” he says. “Basically we cay 
pretty much do whatever we want ». 
long as we're not boring.” 


BEING ANYTHING BUT boring seer 
to come naturally to the grc up Wi , 
their skinny jeans stomping aroyy 
the stage and heads bobbing. +) 

band puts on an electrically charog, 
live show. Calgary’s Riff Randa\i: 
took notice and made sure their jis 
call when they needed an Edmoni 

show was to Rault. 

“We'd played together abou 
year ago at Victory Lounge, and we 
got along really well,” explains Raul, 
of how the two bands met 

Unfortunately, Michael Rault & the | 
Mixed Signals might not make 
Calgary anytime soon in ord 
have the favour returned, although 
they'd like to. Touring, it seem J 
little difficult for the band 

“So far we've only made it « 
Red Deer,” says Rault. “We're kind of 
young, and we don’t have driver 
licenses yet.” vw 
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MAC LETHA:. : Gentil 
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vail the members of Mark 
project have one thing to say 
of their fans: smashing things 
g arrested is not cool. 
“cording to guitarist/keyboardist 
petteridge, the local rockers 
in the middle of playing an all- 
show up in Drayton Valley when 
s quickly headed south, 

e details are a still a bit fuzzy, but 
ops were involved, fights were 
things were broken, and one of 
band members was left behind 
night to sit in a jail cell and think 
and hard about what he'd done. 
pparently, some of the neighbours 
complaining, so they called the 
. Betteridge explains. “And | 
s the cops in Drayton Valley are 
ly strict, so when they arrived, 
kids weren't cool with the cops— 


> 999 ) 
ae? ks 


es | THU AUG 10(8 PM) 


= | MARK BIRTLES PROJECT 
coe | WITH GERONIMO, LET'S DANCE 
2x | SIDETRACK CAFE $5 


or most likely the cops weren't cool 
with the kids—and some fights broke 
out and one of us ended up in jail.” 

Betteridge is keeping mum on the 
identity of the member who was actu- 
ally arrested (“It's not me—I'm the 
married one and, uh, the responsible 
one”), and he’s also not spilling the 
beans on the reason why the arrest, 
however unjustified, was made. 

“I'll tell you this much: we're in a 
rock band, and we like standing up 
for the kids,” he insists. “And when 
we see wrongs happening, we like to 
right those wrongs.” 


AFTER THE DUST HAD settled, the rest 


of the band didn't think twice before 


Instores 
August 8th 


>> FUTURE SHOP 


departing for Edmonton, even though 
it meant leaving one of their own in 


ton Valley? Yes,” he says. “C’mon, we 
were in Drayton Valley, so for us to 
stay out there overnight, it would 
have been in a smelly van. And for all 
we knew, all of the hotels could have 
been booked for the night.” 
Eventually the guilty (innocent?) 
party was sprung, and now 


“When you're in a band and you go 
somewhere as a band, it's conflicting 
We were in Drayton Valley and every- 
one wanted to go home, but did we 
leave one of our dudes in jail in Dray- 


clear conscience and a clean record, 
Mark Birtles Project is on a mission to 
prevent such an incident from occur- 
ring again, even though it took a while 
for them to get all of that bottled up, 
tock ‘n’ roll rage out of their system 

“After that show, we went through 
a phase where things were getting 
smashed every night, like a garbage 
can or a filing cabinet,” Betteric 
says. “A lot of the frustrat e 
would have taken out on the cops 
instead got taken out on these ran- 
dom objects. 


“But we're no longer sup 


violence because, in miost c 
always ends up in a buramer 

where we en don't get paid or we 
leave bro Ken microphones and/or 
bandmates in jail,” he continues, “so if 
I have anything to to our fans, it’s 
that partying and getting ro 

cool. But it’s not cool fo smash thin 


and get arrested.” w 
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hardcore thrash is supposed 
—tob and hard and stuff, but Jesus, 
this is a little ridiculous: not three 
s into life as a rock star (well, life as a 
| rockstar, anyway), Thrashtic Fibrosis 
‘arist Kale Hegberg already has scores of 
of hedonistic drinking leading to unre- 
ined stupidity. 
you'd think, at the very least, he could 
jt until his band at least has some tracks 
on their MySpace page or something 
we he starts into notorious misdeeds, but 
ybe the kid was just born to throw JD bot- 
at roadies. 
Well, it started as a stupid joke while we 
e drinking’—don't they all—“and one thing 
d to another, until finally Graeme (MacKin- 
), current TF bassist and former Wednesday 
ht Hero] decided we were going to have a 
bathroom-break night,” he explains. “We 
yldn’t really just piss our pants, so we went 
um to the Shopper's Drug Mart and bought 
feelves some Depends.” 
d then, uh, a night of unfettered drinking, 
g a house party and not using the wash- 
jm enveloped the band. Or, actually, it 
veloped Hegberg. 
ie other guys dicked out, so in the end, I 
the only one in the diaper,” he admits. 
gberg wouldn’t say if he’s going to start 
iking a habit of it—the foursome has already 
d naked people up on stage with them, so it 
ight just be overkill—but he didn’t entirely 
it out, either. 
it might just be the inner rock star shining 
ough, but according to him, holding your 


nce just one o 


of the many 


s of Thrashtic Fibrosis 


SUN AUG 6 (8 PM) 


fected 
> | THRASTIC FIBROSIS 
Ge | WITH THEACCOSED, THE HOMEWREKERS, 
| PANIKATTAK, POSER DISPOSER 

EW CITY, $10 (ALL AGES) 


effluent in close proximity to its origin for an 
evening isn’t as bad as you might think. 

“It wasn't actually as bad as it looks,” Heg- 
berg says matter-of-factly, before taking a 
pause. “Though it does look pretty good bad, 
I guess." Ww 
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‘good groove rock’? 


BILL RADFORD / bill @vueweekly.com 

n May, Saskatchewan's Rawlco Radio 
I announced a competition that would have 

them give $10 000 to 20 musicians or 
groups from Canada’s breadbasket for assis- 
tance in recording new albums. More than 240 
tapes were received, and Rawlco actually 
ended up selecting 29 recipients, including 
Tango Sierra who will bring their haggard, 
‘70s rock vibe to the ‘track next week (Aug 9). 

One of the criteria for receiving the $10 000 
award was that the new album has to be fin- 
ished by September. 

“It was pretty crazy for us,” laughs Tango 
Sierra frontman Hollis Brown. “We had materi- 
al for another album, but we were gonna 
record over the winter and release something 
in March. $10 000 is a pretty good piece of 
Excedrin though.” 

With cash in their pocket, Tango Sierra 
bumped up their recording schedule and are just 
about finished the new album. Singles are set to 
be released in September, alongside the 29 other 
winners, and their album will be out in March. 


THE GROUP’S ARST album, This Is It, has already 
been receiving local radio play on CJSR and the 
Bear, their concert in town is the day before the 
Edmonton Folk Music Festival kicks off, and 
Brown thinks that his band would fit in there too. 
“| would definitely say that we have a classic 
rock sound, but it’s hard to pigeonhole,” he 
explains. “You can also classify us as a roots 
rock band, but then we can go totally haywire 
I would say we're like the Band, hangin’ out 


FOR FULL INFO CHECK OUT ... 
WWW.EARTHFEST.CA 


From August 17-20, organic farmland near Athabasca, Alberta will be converted into 
Alberta's Only Organic All-Genre Music Festival. Featuring 10 Headliners, 75 Emerging 

Artists, and 18 Family-oriented performances on 3 continuous running stages, Delclayna 
Earth Festival provides every visitor with an extraordinary entertainment experience! 


Like a hot westem 


lowing across the plains, Rake has 
become an unavoidable presence on the Canadian rock map. 
Climbing each step of popularity and critical acclaim carefully and 
quickly with superbly crafied songwriting and a high energy show, 
Rake has become the next big thing coming out of the West. 
Working with such talents as Chad Kroeger, Danny Craig, Joey Moi 
and Matt Martone,Rake has carved out a distinguishable and 

the hard rock radio genre as Well a sizable following. 
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with Led Zepplin.” 

The new album strives to keep the vibe of 
the weary traveller that listeners enjoy in 
Brown, but aims to add some heavier grooves 

“The new album is gonna be different,” 
Brown insists. “You're gonna be able to identify 
the Tango Sierra sound, but one thing that’s 
gonna be different is it is quite a bit more 
rockin’ with a bit more edge 

“When we go out and play clubs, we've got 
this sound that’s really good to listen to, and it 
reaches a lot of people because there's a lot of 
soul in the music,” he continues. “But for danc- 
ing, to get people still comfortable dancing, we 
needed to just get some stuff that really 
grooved. And we've got some real good groove 
rock here on this album.” wv 


Now) with gigs most independent bands would kill for, opening for the likes of The 
Tragically Hip, Nickelback, Live and Default, Rake has. come out on top with their newest 
‘release "From Darker Days”, packed with fierce, inimitable songs ready to be heard by all 
‘of Ganada and beyond. Such'songs a5 “Without A Sound) and’! Been There” chart the bands 
| growth as well as the emergence of Chris “Maz” Ryan asa yocal force. 


= 2 = ¥ 5 

| e ake | teably the only indie band added tothe Nickelback 2006 tour 
eT ‘The amaring opportunity has tisen the band to all new 

i record sales and/an/ever increasing fan base. 


4 


r . 
Bes Check aut these Great Emerging Artists! i ion, Danielle Coey, Euphonic, Face First, Fistful of Nice, Forever and a Day, 
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Freeburn, GUNSHY, Jamie Calan, JFR Project, Joshuas Habit, King Ring Nancy, Krankcase, LIPHT, Living Illusion, Long Way Down, Makeshift Policy, Marble Engine, ie — 2 — a ‘aa Ato 
Rigveda, Samantha Schultz, Shattered Core, Shawndel, Side Step Fate, Smoothride, SOS, Starving Zealots, Stereo Therapy, Steve Rain, Stewed Roots, The Capitals, The February ’ ; 
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0.K.CADET 


COCKATOO / BETTY MACHETE / ALL ELSE FAILS 


SATURDAY AUGUST 5 {ii nams} 


AFTER THE FACT 


INDEPENDENT BOOK RELEASE 


JOHN BROOMFIELD = FR AD T/PEASINT MANES 


SATURDAY AUGUST 2 {lil} DOORS AT 4PM 


BLEED THE DR 


BLESS THE FALL AND GUESTS 


WETEH STINK RATT 


REONDAY AUGUST 14 (Tai) 


WOLF TRRARE 


W tEThH FROG EYES 


FRIDAY AUGUST 25 |i NHcuaD) 


CURRENT SWELL 


WITH JON MIDDLETON 
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 8 {iT} 


ATMOSPHERE 


MAC LETHAL/ONE PSALM 


| MONDAY SEPTEMBER 01 |W 
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NEW 
SOUNDS 


FROSTED TIPZ 
HEAD VS HIPS 
INDEPENDANT 


BILL RADFORD / bill@yueweekly.com 


A couple weeks ago, you 
wu) may have read about the tri- 

als and tribulations faced by 
THS ROCKS Frosted Tipz in creating their 
first EP, Head vs Hips. It’s been a rough 
journey so far, but if the new disc is 
any omen, the Tipz should be having 
better luck. They've been together for 
just 18 months now, but claim to be 
here for the long haul, and who 
knows, they could make it. 

Head vs Hips only has four songs, 
but each one exhibits their professed 
fixation with hooks—the songs are 
catchy and are filled with riffs that will 
make you want to move. There isn’t 
really any standard way of singing 
along to dance rock, so the Frosted 
Tipz opts for the sometimes sultry, 
always electric voice of Roz Christian. 
Her voice is laid back, but just urgent 
enough to do its job. 

I've heard metaphors are often 
helpful when describing music. Here 
goes; after listening to this disc a few 
times, the image of an exclusive joy 
factory springs to mind. You know, 
with, like, glitter and shit. But also 
smoke. Lots of smoke. And laser 
lights. Yeah, I think that captures it. 

Edmonton has a knack for turning 
out some great dance rock groups. 
Don’t make me name names. I'm sure 
you can do that yourself. The Frosted 
lipz are a great contribution to the 
local scene. They're fresh, and they've 
already shown endurance. Get used 
to hearing their name. 
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wolf eyes 


THE BREAKMEN 
THE BREAKMEN 
INDEPENDENT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


The Breakmen are rolling 
wu) out of Vancouver, travelling 
THIS ROCKS 


up the holler and around the 

end in an old car with a 
trunk full of acoustic instruments and 
some songs to sing. At least, that’s the 
impression that the album artwork 
gives off, and the music within does 
nothing to sway one from that con- 
clusion. The band is made up of four 
guys who know their stuff when it 
comes to picking a bluegrass tune, 
with producer Ivan Rosenberg adding 
dobro to eight of the tracks. 

The songwriting is shared between 
Lee Watson and Archie Pateman, with 
a few traditional tunes thrown in, giv- 
ing everyone a chance on lead vocals. 
Much like the Band used to do so 
well, each of the Breakmen’s vocalists 
covers his own area in a shared musi- 
cal territory that goes the distance 
from heartbreaking (“Sweetheart of 
the Rodeo” and “No More Cane”) to 
rambling (“Whiskey Hollow Bound” 
and “Becoming a Poet”). 

The album's rollicking opening 
track, “Km 19,” offers a good indica- 
tion of where the Breakmen’s heads 
are at, especially when Pateman 
sings, “Gonna get some Pilsner, drink 
it ‘fore the bar / Forget about the daily 
grind and maybe play a little bit of 
guitar.” This is workin’ man’s music 
and a little time spent with the Break- 
men will surely do the soul some seri- 
ous good. 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords. net 


bill fay group 


tomorrow tomorroy 


top 10 sellers 


01. not saying/just saying shout out out out out 


02. the avalanche sufjan stevens 
03. the eraser thom yorke 
04. happy new year oneida 


05. retum to cookie mountain tv on the radio 


and lomor 


06. s/t ladyhawk 

07. pink boris 

08. the looks mstrkrft 

09. out of cold storage this heat 
10. silent shout the knife 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


MAYBE SMITH 

SECOND BEST 
SIR HANDSOME 
JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 
Where do you get your ne 
indie music fix? How do yoy, 
find the next Clap yo, 
THS HOS Hands Say Yeah Rare ‘ 
Monkeys, the next “it” band to play 
all your music snob friends and hen 
smile knowingly to yourself? May 
you check out Pitchfork, or yy 
Music Canada and Radio 3, ot an 
one of those slightly creepy Big Brot 
er music recommendation websit 
like Last.fm or Pandora. 

Maybe Smith, the bedroom proj 
of Saskatoon musician Colin Skra; 
currently barely makes a blip on 
of those music resources, bu 
probably won't last long. His lat 
release, Second Best Death, cai| 
mind equal parts Death Cab for « 
Buck 65 and Saint Germain. |: j 
lovingly hand-crafted Dly af 
veined with a quiet genius. 

If Skrapek does wind up catchin 
the attention of the popular cliqu 
Indie High, they'll have more than 
enough to fawn over. Smart lyric 
smattered with obscure references ai 
matched with accompaniment that 
ranges from jittery jangles on 
“Favours for Favours” to mellow 
acoustic guitar on the title track “Sec 
ond Best Death.” 

Second Best Death is a refreshing 
honest record in the wacky worl: 
indie. That bodes well for Maybe 
Smith, and for your listening pleasu 


THE MINIATURES 
DEAD FLOWERS 
MAPLEMUSIC 


JOHN ESQUIVEL / john@vueweekly.com 


‘ The Miniatures are like 4 


big sack. You drop in the 

Pixies, Gang of Four, Inte! 
THSIS OK pol, an Elvis comeback spe 
cial, a jangle of mod, some s) nth 
and a bit of radio rock and let them 
fight it out, then cool off enough thal 
the survivors make babies that mak 
music like this. 

The recording is immaculate an¢ 
polished without being terribly dis- 
tracting. The vocals are good the 
arrangements are swell, and there 
nothing that you wouldn't like abou' 
the whole thing. 

All in alll, it’s a good record, but, '° 
be perfectly honest, I can’t hear an) 
thing that would make them stand ol" 
against other alt.rock.bands on Much 
Music. The whole album just com: 
out as middle of the road. It’s perfect! 
camouflaged to blend in with the t°° 
of the modern rock radio acts 0" 
there, but there’s no orange hunter 
hat. Without that hat, they're ye 
gonna get shot by Dick Chene 
instead of getting noticed or remen” 
bered by the public. 


44 
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STEVE EARLE 


FDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
¢y There have been two parts 


to Steve Earle’s career. The 

first was the early, pre- 

prison years, when he went 
rom a sort of new country sound to 
walking the line somewhere between 
ard rock and country. This was fol- 
Jowed by the current part, which has 
been an evolution in a grungier style 
of writing that has seen Earle taking 
on every sound from reggae toa 
cover of Nirvana's “Breed.” There has 
‘been a live album for each of those 
periods, but the one thing missing 
‘until now has been a document of the 
solo acoustic shows that have been a 
mainstay throughout his career, tying 
the two periods together. 

Live at Montreux 2005 is heavy on 
the latter part of Earle’s career, with 
only “The Devil's Right Hand” and 
“Copperhead Road” representing the 
early years. Both songs are fine ver- 
sions. As for the rest of the material, 
the results are somewhat mixed. Some 
ol the songs are good, if not particular- 
‘ly inspired (“Dixieland” and “Rich 
Man's War”). Others, like “Jerusalem” 
and “What's a Simple Man to Do,” 
actually work better as solo pieces 
than they do in their original full band 
arrangements. A sluggish version of 
*The Revolution Starts Now” is the one 
dud here, but Earle’s reworkings of 
“Warrior’ and “Condi, Condi” make up 
for it, showing an artist who's still will- 
ing to take chances, even if he some- 
times falls a little short of the mark. 


PAUL WELLER 
CATCH FLAME! 
YEP ROE 


JOHN ESQUIVEL / john@vueweekly.com 
Paul Weller’s career has 
¢y spanned four decades, 
including his involvement 
THSIS Ok with seminal punk bands 
the Jam and Style Council. His musical 
tastes have taken a lot of turns 
through that many years, and with 
Catch Flame, Weller has arrived some- 
where that | doubt he could have pre- 
dicted when he was in the Jam. 

The Weller of the new millennium 

is grounded in a rootsier, more soul- 
filled style while still showing hints of 
the fire that he had in the Jam. The 
live setting under which this double 
album was, recorded is perfect for the 
very up close and personal nature of 
this music, with its listenable and 
Well-thought-out arrangements. 
The notion that many rockers burn 
Out or become irrelevant could not be 
@pplied to Weller. He could easily 
Share the stage with contemporaries 
like Wilco or Ryan Adams. In fact, 
they could learn a few things about 
§reat pop hooks from a master. 


‘Ryan Hall discussés 


Nirvana's In Utero 


DISTANT REPLAY 
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E> | STEVEN SANDOR 

CE | distantreplay@Qvueweekly.com 


Anoetic, a power trio that mix in influ- 
ences of alternative rock and punk, is 
busy showing off its revamped line-up 
on stages around Edmonton. 

Fresh off gigs at the Velvet Under- 
ground and New City, the band is 
working to earn recognition around 
the area, while at the same time 
working on demos that will one day 
grow up to be tracks on a forthcoming 
CD release. 

That revamped lineup includes 
brothers Ryan (guitar) and Cale (bass) 
Hall, with Liam Montgomery on drums. 

Like so many young guitar players 
whose formative years came in the 
‘90s, Ryan Hall was weaned on the 
songwriting, angry vocals and frenet- 
ic playing of late, great Nirvana front- 
man Kurt Cobain. And while the 
world will remember 1991's Never- 
mind until the end of time, thanks to 
the grunge anthem “Smells Like Teen 
Spirit,” Hall picks the less commer- 
cially appealing /n Utero, which came 
two years after Nevermind, as the 
album that had the greatest influence 
on his musical career. 

Produced by Steve Albini, famed for 
giving records fantastic low-end and 
volume—but not being crazy about 
over-the-top pop hooks—/n Utero was 
Nirvana's attempt to return to its 
punk-rock roots, to establish once and 
for all that, despite the chart-topping 
success of Nevermind, the band was 


QUICK SPINS 
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HAM COXON 
in TRAVELS AT ILLEGAL SPEEDS 


Old Blur guitarist 
Channels Buzzcocks and the Jam 
Kicks Albarn in Balls 


oan 
ia GREATEST HITS) 
More syrupy than 


IHOP and Denny's! You will 
get diabetes 


IDLAKE 
THE TRIALS OF VAN OCCUPANTHER 
BELLA UNION 
Mike Siek likes this and 


He just likes Fleetwood Mac and 
Steely fucking Dan 


THELONG WINTERS 
PUTTING THE DAYS TO BED 
BARSUK 

Hummable guit-pop 

Meats and potatoes style 
Bland but quite filling 


Not interested in becoming pop stars. 
Cobain's heroin use and his tumul- 
tuous relationship with Courtney Love 
were often brought right into the stu- 
dio, and legend has it that Albini and 
Love often exchanged words over the 
direction the music would take. 

The lead single, “Heart Shaped 
Box,” showed Cobain's penchant for 
combining melody with punk (not to 
be confused with Green Day-ish pop- 
punk, which is another animal alto- 
gether), but the way he squealed out 
the chorus came off as defiance, as if 
he was daring radio programmers to 
yank the band's music from their play 
lists, to restore Nirvana to the under- 
ground. If that wasn't enough, the 
angry blasts of “Milk It" came off as 
a middle finger pointed directly 
towards the music industry that had 
turned the band into pop-culture 
icons 

“I've had the album for years and 
it continues to be one of my favourite 
records,” says Hall. “It's got very 
catchy melodies but it is very heavy, 
as well. | think it has a timeless 
quality.” 

Where producer Butch Vig 
smoothed over the band's rough edges 
for Nevermind, Albini accentuated the 
raw, live-off-the-floor feel for /n Utero. 
Listen to the two records back-to- 
back, and you will have a new appre- 
ciation for how much difference a 
producer makes in the studio. 

And that's not lost on Hall. 

"To me, [/n Utero| seems more like 
how | think the band would have 
sounded live,” he says. “It sounds a 
lot more raw than Nevermind.” w 


FUCK THE FACTS 
STIGMATA HIGH-FIVE 
RELAPSE 

Fuck the facts, you say? 


Fact is, this sucks big dog balls 
And that's the fact, Jack. 


bie SLEEPY JACKSON 
ERSONALITY. a WAS A SPIDER, 
fay WAS A BIRD 


Pretentious, pompous, 
Grandiose, over-the-top 
And not bad at all 


MAPS OF THE NIGHT SKY 
MAPS OF THE NIGHT SKY 
LOCUST MOUNT 

Understated pop 

Meaning, | may have dozed off 
A couple of times 


BRIAN POSEHN 
LIVEIN: NERD RAGE 
AELAPSE 


Comic tiber-nerd ; 
Presents discourse on dinks, tits, 
Metal, nerds and tits 


DAMONE 

OUT HERE ALL NIGHT 
ISLAND 

Modern day Joan Jett 


Wants to drink, fuck and party 
Like it’s ‘82 


all 4 
Atta, 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APA 19) 

Reading this horoscope could not only 
stimulate waves of pleasurable endor- 
phins in your brain, it may also fine-tune 
your immune system, increase your calo- 
rie-burning power, promote relaxation of 
the smooth muscles of the digestive tract, 
enlarge any part of your body you want to 
enlarge, and cut down the risk of heart 
disease, diabetes and delusions about 
romance. To activate the potential health 
benefits contained herein, all you have to 
do is love everyone and everything with 
more compassionate ingenuity and play- 
fui zeal than you ever have before. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

Writing in the San Francisco Chronicle, 
columnist Jon Carroll told the story of 
educational activist Diane Mintz. When 
she began tutoring elementary school kids 
in the Bay Area's poorest neighbourhoods, 
she was shocked to realize how thorough- 
ly poverty had shrunken their horizons. 
Many had never glimpsed the Golden 
Gate Bridge, a wonder of the world that’s 
a few miles from their homes. Some didn't 
even know this marvel existed. On occa- 
sion, those of us who aren't so destitute 
suffer from a similar diminishment. For 
example, | suspect that many of you Tau- 
ruses are in danger of letting your vistas 
dwindle right now. As a pre-emptive anti- 
dote, | suggest you make pilgrimages to 
intriguing sights and exhilarating places 
that blow your mind in the best ways. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Ocean Dome is a huge indoor beach and 
water park on an island in Japan. Fabricat- 
ed to create the ideal seaside conditions, it 
features artificial white sand and machine- 
generated waves that are high enough to 
surf. Air and water temperatures never 
waver from a comfortable range. There's an 
amusing irony about the place, though: less 
than 1 000 feet away from its metal 
facade, there's an actual ocean and beach. 
Does this remind you of any situation in 
your own life, Gemini? It should. In my 
opinion, you'd get more enjoyment out of 
the real thing than the synthetic substitute. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Thanks for being one of the 9.4 million 
readers who are making 2006 another 
record-breaking year for Free Will Astrolo- 
gy. The number of people turning to this 
column for guidance and amusement con- 
tinues to climb. Should | therefore ask for 
more money from everyone who publishes 
my column? I've decided against that 
because—surprise!—I'm quite happy 
with how everything's going. You, on the 
other hand, should think about raising your 
rates. Those of us who are born under the 
sign of Cancer the Crab are in a phase 
when it makes sense to acknowledge our 
accomplishments and make sure we're 
being compensated properly for them. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

“Sometimes it's not how good you are but 
how bad you want it,” read the t-shirt of 
a guy buying a lottery ticket at the con- 
venience store. While | don’t think he was 
making the best use of that philosophy— 
playing a game of chance heavily weight- 
ed against his success do think it's a 
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Aliens spurt blood from their genitalia 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena @vueweekly.com 

hose of you planning to wear a 

‘white shirt to this week's 

Edmonton stop of the Sounds 
of the Underground tour should be 
prepared to have it turned a nice red- 
dish-pink by the end of the show, 
unless you were planning on skipping 
out for a beer during GWAR's per- 
formance. 

But why would you miss this? It 
wouldn’t be a GWAR show if spec- 
tators didn’t come out drenched 
from the faux blood that is 
spurted from the grotesquely 
fake—but terrifyingly life-like— 
genitalia of lead singer Oderus 
Urungus. 

To most, GWAR is more 
known for their outrageous 
image—with their elaborate 
sci-fi costumes, politically 
incorrect lyrics and graphic stage 
performances—than their music. 

Remember the early 90s? Talk 
shows such as the Jerry Springer 
Show had the band on as guests, if 
only to further shock crowds of upset 
suburban parents frightened by the 
idea of GWAR infiltrating the lives of 
their bored teenage children. Mem- 
bers of Generation Y, though, are 
more likely to remember the band’s 
loud cameo in the cult film Empire 
Records. But as infamous and ubiqui- 
tous as the band remains, and while 
most of us have “heard of’ GWAR, few 
could even name a single GWAR 


principle worth meditating on, especially 
for you right now, Leo. Your skill and 
understanding are certainly not irrelevant 
as you push to the next level of your 
quest, but they are less important than 
the intensity of your longing. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

“If you are going through hell, keep going,” 
said Winston Churchill. Let that advice be 
your inspiration in the coming week, Virgo. 
But before you jump to conclusions about 
what I'm saying, know this: your tests and 
trials will be far, far less hellish than the 
ordeals Churchill faced as he led England 
through World War lI. It's true that you 
may feel a bit tortured in the heat of the 
moment, though. So don’t you dare slow 
down to feel sorry for yourself or scream 
at the chaos-makers: Keep plodding for- 
ward, secure in my assurance that you'll 
cross the border and exit out of the infer- 
nal regions well before you're exhausted. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Elizabeth 
Bishop was determined to let each of her 
poems fully ripen before she published it. 
Rather than give her gifts to the world 
prematurely, she was willing to wait 
decades to make sure she had truly cap- 
tured their diamond essence. | hope 
you're prepared to be as patient, Libra. 
You've been gestating a valuable labour 
of love, and it deserves to be blessed 
with the lavish totality of your careful 
attention before being unleashed. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

The Colorado state legislature tried to pass 
a law requiring public schools to put 
wholesome food in their vending machines. 
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track, let alone an album. 

“We've always had a chip on our 
shoulder that people know us more 
for the image than our music,” says 
Urungus with a monstrous metal roar 


over the phone while on the road in 
the States. 

“We're the only band that has been 
invited back to Sounds of the Under- 
ground,” he bellows on. “If people 
want to hear some good quality 
metal, they know they're getting it 


But the governor vetoed the bill, declaring 
that schools need the revenue from nutri- 
ent-free chips, sodas and candy bars to 
finance their sports programs. Besides, he 
said, kids would much rather snack on junk 
food than the healthful fare. If you're faced 
with a similar choice this week—whether 
to do what's good for you or else indulge 
your vices and seek out meaningless expe- 
riences that provide no fulfillment—please 
go for the former option. The astrological 
omens suggest that this is a tuming point, 
for better or worse, in your relationship 
with your bad habits. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC21) 

In 1993, my American friend Mark started 
playing music on the streets of Copen- 
hagen. His parents regarded it as a 
tragedy. “This is what you do with the 
fine education we bought you?” they 
mourned. Mark was hurt, but didn’t shrink 
from his mission, eventually expanding 
his open-air performances to Ireland and 
Holland. Thirteen years later, Mark has 
accumulated so much wealth from his gig 
that he has been able to buy homes in 
Ireland and Hawaii. Though he still busks 
part-time, he spends nine months of the 
year writing books. He’s your patron saint 
in the coming weeks, Sagittarius. May he 
inspire you to follow your dreams no mat- 
ter how much that bothers the people 
who think they own you. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Are you a force of nature right now, or are 
you a freak of nature? | think the truth is 
that you're a freaky force of nature. You're 
just about as anomalous as it’s possible for 
a Capricorn to get, and yet you've also got 
the equivalent of a thunderstorm’s energy 


with GWAR. People are going to hear 
a band thatis absolutely amazing” 


DESPITE THE LACK of familiarity with 
the band’s music, GWAR is cleaty 
doing something right, having retaing; 
and expanded their loyal fan base for 
over 20 years now—Not too bad for 3 
band that originated, funnily Enough 
with five eccentric university studen. 
sitting around in 1985 joking aboy, 
what their ideal band would be 
“We decided to design a band It 
would be a bunch of creatures 
from outer space that would soz} 
the crowd in blood. No one wa, 
doing it, so we did it ourselyex 
says Urungus, who was insisten; 
throughout the interview that h, 
is a creature resurrected from 
planet GWAR and not actually 
“human.” 

For the life-long, die-harg 
GWAR fans in Edmonton (an: 
believe me, there are more than 
few), Sounds of the Underground 
will be a rare chance to see th 
veteran outer space creature 

plumbing the dark depths of thras| 
metal. And for those not overly fam 
iar with the music, this will de 
be a show to peak the curiosity of any 
imagination. 

Perhaps the final word, tho 
should go to Mr Urungus himsel! 
imparts this mantra, a motto he ! 
all of us earthlings will live by: "HAIL 
METAL, HAIL GWWWARRRR"” v 


1 


at your command. The funny thing is, the 
two factors are related. Your eccentricity is 
feeding your power, and vice versa. My 
advice is to refrain from questioning and 
worrying about this unusual state of 
affairs, and instead just capitalize on the 
odd advantages you have at your disposal 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 
This is a favourable time for you to con- 
jure up an imaginary friend who also hap- 
pens to be a muse. You can pretend that 
he or she is perfectly real, just invisible 
Or you can fantasize that he or she is a 
mostly buried part of you that you rarely 
express, or maybe your ideal of what a 
friend should be. | urge you to give this 
ally a name. Visualize his or her vivid pe'- 
sonality and appearance in detail. See 
the world through his or her eyes. Have 
dialogues, exchange confidential informa- 
tion, hold hands and soak up the balm of 
your tender communion. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 
Some of the most gorgeous animals on 
the planet are also the most toxic to eat, 
writes Carol Kaesuk Yoon in The New 
York Times. iridescent butterflies and flu 
orescent frogs are among the beauties 
that fit this description. Many are dow" 
right poisonous, and others are just plain 
foul-tasting. Keep that in mind as a help- 
ful metaphor during the coming weeks 
Pisces. Attractive people and enticing 
invitations may not always be whet they 
seem. Sometimes they may be exactly 
what they seem, however, which is wh 
it's so important for you to be exceedingly 
discriminating, Enjoy the view for a while 
and get a sense of what's beneath the 
surface before you taste them. ¥ 
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‘That's why there’s only one 
doorknob on the closet door 
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=| TOTALLY GAY 


=> | LUKEFOSTEA 
S| iotalygay@vueweekly.com 


In terms of coming out, there is one 
golden rule that every person should fol- 
low before making the decision to tell 
people that you are, in fact, a homosexu- 
al. A very wise older woman gave me 
this rather simple piece of advice. Sure, 
«she charged me $120 an hour and wore 
a feather boa, but let me tell you, it was 
worth every penny. : 
“Coming out can be 
complicated and 
each person's situ- 
ation is different 
and they should 
do whatever 
feels right for 
them. But in my 
experience, I've 
found that all of 
my clients in this 
particular situa- 
» tion eventually 
arrived at the point 
where keeping the secret 
of their sexuality became hard- 
er than it would be to let it out. And 
that's when it's time to come out: when 
it takes more of your effort and more of 
your time to keep it in than it would be 
to face whatever the result may be.” 
Now she wasn’t some sort of hooker 
with a heart of gold. As much as | like to 
imagine that a well-wom woman of the 
streets would have just as deep—if not 
deeper—an insight into the matter, this 
lady was actually a well-respected psy- 
chologist who just happened to dress 
like a drag queen on a regular basis. Yes, 
she was one of those “unconventional” 
therapists, and her flamboyant attire was 
just the tip of an extremely interesting 
and colourful iceberg. But | trusted that 
she knew what she was talking about. 
Not because no less than three of her 
office's walls were filled with diplomas 
from expensive universities and accredi- 
tations from different institutes and 
organizations, but because her take on 
the subject actually made sense. Some 
people can handle living in the closet. 
Probably not forever, but until the ques- 
tion of whetver or not they should dis- 
close their sexuality becomes too 
consuming, it's no ane else's responsibili- 
ty to answer but theirawn 
| strongly believe outing someone 
(telling people a person isgay without 
the person's permission) is the worst of 
all gay-related offenses. Far more crimi- 
nal than gays substituting dogs and cats 
for children or even gay boys wearing 
man-pris in public, | get extremely angry 
when someone takes it upon themselves 
to tell other people what is probably the 
most personal, private and important 
disclosure anyone will ever have to 
make in their lives 
Coming out on your own terms means 
you are the one in control. It means that 
you ve reached a point where the only 
relief for that sick feeling deep down in 
your stomach is the words “Yep. I’m 
gay.” Outing someone takes that control 
away. It invalidates everything the outed 
person has worked through to come to 


terms with their sexuality. 


APPARENTLY, though, I'm among the 
minority who believe that there may be 
such a thing as a good reason for stay- 
ing in the closet; the least of which have 
to do with worrying about what your 
family and friends might think, or the 
general assumption that coming out as a 
homosexual means inheriting a lifestyle 
filled with loneliness and alienation. 
Some people just’aren't ready, aren't 
mentally prepared for it. It takes time, 
and no matter how frustrating it may 
be for you to be around 
someone who, at the 
moment, isn't 
capable of com- 
ing out of the 
closet on their 
own, it’s not 
your duty to 
push them 
out. Of course, 
you can prod 
and poke them all 
you like. Offer as 
much support and reas- 
surance as you can. But when it 
comes to actually making it official, seri- 
ously, step off bitch! 

The weird thing is that it's gay people 
in particular who just don’t seem to get 
this. (If you've been reading any sort of 
entertainment-related blogs or tabloids 
lately, you'll know what I’m talking 
about.) Coming out is not a group effort. 
It's a one-person, internal operation. And 
now, the shame and guilt associated 
with coming out is coming directly from 
the people who should know better. The 
current mentality out there is that, by 
remaining in the closet, you are hurting 
the minority. Without more visibility, 
without more positive examples of suc- 
cessful people that just happen to be 
gay, those proverbial doors will never be 
opened and homosexuality will never 
become a non-issue. Fuck that shit. 
Those people should think back to how 
hard it was to come out themselves, the 
almost physical pain of their struggle, 
and how liberating, how amazing it felt 
once they were able to release that bur- 
den. They should think about how they 
would feel if that decision was made for 
them by someone else. 

When it comes down to it, when you 
take away all of the bullshit about “social 
responsibility” and “making progress,” 
you will see that sometimes there are 
good reasons why people decide not to 
tell other people who they're fucking until 
they're ready and prepared for the conse- 
quences, good and bad. 

Because revealing you're gay really 
means only one thing: it means people 
will automatically know your partner will 
be from a certain group of people (ie the 
same gender). Of course, there are cer- 
tain people who think two people of the 
same sex not making babies together is 
an abomination, which makes things a 
bit more sticky. But gay or straight, at 


some point, everyone gets involved with — 


someone that they don’t want anyone 
else to know about. An ugly girl, a pretty 
boy, a smoker, a second-cousin, a con- 
testant from the Amazing Race. 
Sometimes, it’s just embarrassing. w 
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CLUBS/LECTURES 


BUDDHISM-PHILOSOPY OF LIVING 10711- 
107 Ave © Lecture presented by Tony Meers, the 
Director of SGI Canada * Thu, Aug. 3 (7-8:30pm) 
© Free 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton 
Church, 13212-106 Ave * Meeting presented by 
Rev. Yvonne Racine © Every Tue (1-3pm) 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS (WALKING) 
www.edmontonghosttours.com ® Meet in front of 
the rescuer statue, next to Walterdale Playhouse, 
10322-83 Ave * Take a ghostly walk through Old 
Strathcona while true stories are told about 
Strathcona’s ghosts and hauntings * Until Aug. 31, 
Mon-Thu (Spm) # $5 (each) 


(MEDITATION 11403-101 St. www.gadensamten- 
ling.org (478-0014) © Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society by Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamchoe; Beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed 
(7pm); advanced Sun 11am-1pm) 


MENTAL HEALTH & WELLNESS New Hope 
Christian Assembly (old Sherbrooke School) Rm 
100, 12245-1317 St (476-8790) * A community 
outreach educational seminar with Rawle Carter 
{clinical mental health specialist/ researcher, 
Royal Counselling Services Sat, Aug, 12 (1:30- 
4pm) © $25 


SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (4956-59-30) « 
For women who are experiencing chaos as a 
result of a life crisis and who feel isolated © 
Group meets each week 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall kids 
playground, 9231-100 Ave © Potluck picnic * 
Sun, Aug. 13 (5.30pm) 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION © (672- 
2873) Free guided hike, approx. 8.5 km at 
Camrose city trails; Aug. 6 (9am); meet by the 
Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave © (458-6904) 
Free quided hike, approx. 10 km at Middle Coal 
Lake; Aug. 13 (9am); meet by the Bonnie Doon 
Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave * (469-7948) Free guided 
hike, approx. 9 km at Strathcona Wilderness 
Centre; Aug. 20 (Sam); meet by the MacDonald's 
at Capilano Mall, 55 St, 101 Ave 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old 
Strathcona Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil every 
ist and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in silence for a 
world without violence (10-11am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © 
Sex, sexual, gender differences in education and 
culture focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton © 
Social group for bi-curious and bisexual women © 
2nd Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423- 
5014) ¢ Large tavern with pool tables, restau- 
rant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488- 
6636) © Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 © Mon: Amateur 
strip contest (12:30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: 
Free pool, Malebox, DJ Arrowchaser « Wed: Guriz 
Gone Wild Midnite: with DJ Eddy Toonflash, Mia 
Fellow, Ashley Love, Yohko Oh-no, guests * Thu: 
Wet Undies Contest (12:30); with DJ Squiggles, 
Yohko Oh-no © Fri: DJ Alvaro dance party, male 
strippers ® Sat: Theme parties, leather/fetish dun- 
geon, free pool, pool tournament, DJ Arrowchaser 
* Sun: Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz 
Vanity Fair (11pm), DU Eddy Toonflash 

DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 
Jasper Ave (482-7960) © Open 24/7 * 
www.gayedmonton.com 

EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after busi- 
ness mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT 
business community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456 Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact? @hived- 


EVENTS 


_ monton.com * Programs and support services for 


people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 
related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support 
groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and 
public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-iden- 
tified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff © 3rd 
Thu ea month (fall/winter terms); Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edm- 
livingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) © 
Providing confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV © Every Tue {7-Spm): Support group ¢ 
Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
St. Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3- 
18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS preven- 
tion, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages © Every 3rd 
and 4th Sat (9am-5pm) © Free (member)/$10 
(membership) ® Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

‘Www .geocities.com/makingwaves_edm © 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices © Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave 
(488-3234) Open 10am-10pm * Open 10am-10pm 
© Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun ea month 
{1-6pm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group: 
Support and education for transsexual, transgen- 
dered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning indi- 
viduals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with 
Cody * Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: 
Mens social and discussion group; every Sun (7pm); 
Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends 
and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) 
with Noelle, fnendsandfamilyplaygroup- 
owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: 
Movie nights with themed movies and discussion 
afterwards; every Mon * Community Potluck Dinner: 
2nd Mon ea month (7pm) © Bisexual Discussion 
Group: Mixed social and discussion group drop-in; 
Ist. 3rd Tue ea month (7pm) Rm A, with Vanessa 
edmbigroup@yahoogroups.com * TTI Alliance: 
Support meeting for transgender, transsexual, inter- 
sex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqual- 
liance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 # GLBT Seniors Drop-In: 
Every Wed (10:30am-3:30pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488- 
3234 © HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu 
{7pm) * In Together Out Together Get Together: A 
welcoming group for GLBT members in their 20s, 30s 
and 40s 1st and 3rd Fri ea month, hosted by Robert 
Blatchford * Youth Understanding Youth: Youth sup- 
port and social group; every Sat (7-9pm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * NDP 
LGBT Caucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) « Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu 
Sun 8pm-3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am * Thu: Gorgeous 
featuring hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic. Featuring Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and rotating game 
shows. Bands upstairs monthly © Fri: All Request 
Dance Party every Friday with DJ Jazzy © Sat: 
Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * 
Sun: A fabulous Drag show every Sunday featuring 
hostess Connie Lingua. Rotating guests, live 
singers and drag Queens, with contests. $2 cover; 
free pool all night long © Weekends: $4 (mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed; With Annie and Tizzy (7- 
12pm) © Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BIG VALLEY JAMBOREE Camrose (1-780-672- 
0224) © Featuring Hot Apple Pie, Lisa Hewitt, 
George Fox, Brett Kissel, Terri Clark, Tracy Millar, 
The Cruzeros and many more * Aug, 3-5 * 
Tickets available at TicketMaster 


BLUEBERRY BLUEGRASS MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Exhibition Park, Stony Plain (922-5527) « 
Featuring The Del McCoury Band, Lost Highway, 
Riverdale Bluegrass Band, Restless Lester, 
Tragically Hick and many more * Aug. 4-6 


CANMORE FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL Centennial 
Park, Canmore (403-678-2524) * Featuring Susan 
Aglukark, Jane Siberry, Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, Bob 
Brozman, The Cottars, The Duhks, and many more 
* Aug. 5-7 © Tickets available at TicketMaster 


CARIWEST FESTIVAL-FEVER IN THE 
STREETS! (420-1757/421-7800) © City Hall, 1 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, Main City Rm, Fever in the 
Streets Kick-Off: Tue, Aug. 8 (10m-12:30pm); free 
* Shaw Conference Centre, 9797 Jasper Ave; 


Cariwest Presents: The Global Costume 
Extravaganza: Fri, Aug. 11 (7pm); $10 © Dow, 
Jasper Avenue from 121st Street to Church) 
Square; The Cariwest Grande Parade: Foy., |, 
the Streets: Sat, Aug. 12 (12:30pm); free « Shay 
Conference Centre, 9797 Jasper Ave: The 
Cariwest Saturday Night Fete: Sat, Au |) 
(8pm); $20 (adv)/$25 (door) * Churchill Squaye 
Cariwest's Fever in the: Sun, Aug. 13 
(noon-8pm); free * Tickets for events availabjs » 
the Cariwest Office, or TIX on the Square 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL Hawrelak Park ® A 1, 
cultural sampling of food, performances, crf, 
and clothing ® Aug. 5-7; Sat (12-9pm), Sun, 
(10am-9pm), Mon (10-7pm) 

HISTORICAL BUS TOURS Buses leave from \), 
north side of City Hall, bus stop 1123 © The fir, 
tour of the day will be to the Highlands area an, 
second tour of the day will be to the Glenora aie. « 
Until Aug, 17 (Tue, Thu at 1:30pm and 7pm; ands.) 
at 10:30am and 2pm) ® $5 at TIX on the Square 
TRI-A TASTE Rotary Park, Stony Plain (963-27) 
© Sat, Aug. 5 (Sam-1pm) ; 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (451-2244) © Every», 
and Sat (9pm): James, Mr. Entertainment © fyo, 
Sun (7pm): James, Mr. Entertainment 
CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 16753-100 St © Every 1y, 
(Spm-lam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (42: 
4298) © Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns py 
(472-7696) © Every Thu 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne § 
© Every Tue (9pm): with Sonia, Prosound 
Productions 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Every Mon (Spm) 
with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every 
Tue-Wed (9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-989 
Every Fri (8pm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot 
Karaoke Productions 

HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave ® Every Thu 
(8:30pm): with Prosound Productions 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (451 
0587) © Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best 
Live Singing Show 

LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 
Gateway Blvd (431-5815) * Every Sun (8pm) 
With Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) « Fridays 
karaoke (5pm-late): with Chris 


MO0JO'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan 
© Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) 
Every Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469- 
8165) © Every Thu (Spm-1am) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4757) * 
Karaoke Mondays: Every Mon (9pm); Hosted by 
Mr. Entertainments’ Scott Parsons ® Salsa and 
the City Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa le 
sons; every Thu (Spm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 © Every Wed (Spm-tam): with 
Off-Key Entertainment 


ORLANDO'S 3 6104-104 St © Every Mon (Spm 
Tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall (W), 135 St, 113 Ave 
(451-8022) © Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with 
Gord from Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St. 
U of A Campus © Hey, What Are These Tunes 
Called?: Name That Tune every Tue with Colin 
Krieger © Karaoke, baby: every Wed (9pm): with 
Colin and Darrell 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longes! 
running Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL » Downtown, 10504 
101 St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun 
(7pm): with Ruth * Highstreet, 10315-124 St 
(482-1600); daily (9:30pm) ® Old Strathcona, 
10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat (9:30pm 
1:30am) 99 St, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (9pm 
1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) * 
Every Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1 -Spm) 
YESTERDAY'S St. Albert * Every Thu (9:09 
2am): with Off-Key Entertainment 

ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (432 
5853/436-5047) © Karaoke Nights: Every F 
(1G0pm-Zam) 


Se 


HELP WANTED 


Seen ee EEE 
Full time receptionist wanted. Apply in person or call 
for more details. 
0536-124 Street, phone 496-9977. 


VUE CLASSIFIEDS 
PH: 426-1996 


ee 

Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed {nigh Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have minivan or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


ee 
WANTED: GRAPHIC DESIGN/PRODUCTION person for 
marketing and promotions 
division of an international book publisher based in 
Edmonton, Contact: 
ktdavis@lonepinepublishing.com 


jinal Joe's Restaurant & Bar 
Now Hiring all positions 
Competitive wages, tips & benefits. 
Apply in person at either Icoation 
12520-102 Ave or 2323 Rabbit Hill Rd. 


Help Wanted 


Are you a music fan looking for part-time 
work? 
Come join our team! 
Please drop a resume off in person 
‘Tuesday through Sunday after 8p.m., and 
Thursdays from 12p.m. on, at: 10030-102 
St 
Or call 428-1099 for more info 


Hiring all positions 


The Starlite Room and 
Velvet Underground 


12 POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE 


Your new Career Starts Here! 


Days 9-4:30pm Mon-Fri 
P/T Days 9-1:00pm Mon-Sat 


Evenings 5-9:00pm Mon-Sat 


Paid by hour 
Paid weekly every Friday 


CALL 702-5519 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


VUE CLASSIFIEDS 
PH: 426-1996 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


_ MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options, Music Posters 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 139-0408 


SERVICES 
SLOW COMPUTER? On-site computer repair starting 
at $40. Training, set-up and network help available. 


Virus, spy-ware and ad-ware cleanup. Give us a call 
953-4985 www.wriley.ca 


PHONE DISCONNECTED? 


FANTASTIC RATES 
GUARANTEED APPROVAL 


1-877-446-5877 


EASY RECO ( 
ORINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 
MAKE MONEY! 


people, great pay, 
all while supporting the aris? 


STUDIOS FOR RENT 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 200-500 SF. 
Great Downtown location at the Great West Saddlery 
Bldg, 10137-104 St. Call Mike 429-4092. 

REN Jul 27-Aug 24 (4wks) 


VUE CLASSIFIEDS PH: 426-1996 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 
2 bedroom bungalow. Hardwood 
floors, large living room, 
bedroom and bath in basement. 
Steel fence. $132,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


~ ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Jezz/tunk trio needs additional percussion, 
horns, keys, female vocalist (appearance and per- 
sonality important). Leave message 473-0610 


VOLUNTEER 


LATITUDE 53 is looking for volunteers for upcoming 
bingos on August 28. Contact lisa.tougas@lati- 
tude53.org or Ph 423-5353. Check 
www. latitude53.org/opportunities/volunteer.htm! 


Volunteer et Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Contre: Volunteer Pottery Instructor. Ph Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


WANTED: male (18-24) actor for short film. 
Call 423-4914. 


Music photographer seeking solo artists to build port- 
folio on a time for prints basis. www.davenoel.com 


Poetry by New Canadians, a contest to feature and 
encourage writing by newcomers. Submittion dead: 
line: Sept 30, The contest is open to adult 
immigrant men/women, residents of Edmonton. e- 
mail: leocamposa@aol.com, ph 474-6058. 


The luxurious newly built Century Dinner Theatre is 
Now holding auditions for its grand opening fall pro- 
duction of “The Three Musketeers’. Actors with 
strong singing and movement abilities are being con- 
sidered. Comedic talent is an asset. Please call 619- 
6193 for an audition appointment 


Planet Ze Design Centre seeks models, actors, 
singers, dancers, visual artists, performing artists and 
other talents in regards to fashion week. Call 428- 
3499 for info, 


Fringe Vaudeville Review seeking 
contortionists, accordion players, ata 
Please leave detailed message 455 5521. 
ART XPRESSED! Weeklong art camps for creative 
kids at Harcourt House. For more info call 
426-4180 or see hittp://harcourthouse,ab.ca 


Justice and Fair Trade in St. Albert Call for Fair 
‘Trade vendors/groups. Ph: 459-5511. 


sitcom/screenwriter w/qood humour and 
conceptual continuity. Infl Duckman, Drew Cary, 
Futurama, and Family Guy. Mike 634-1134 


Call for Alberta Artists for the Open Art 
oo at the Little Church Gallery, Deadline: 
Aug. 2. Ph 962-0664 or e-mail to alliedac@shaw.ca or 
visit www.members.shaw.ca/alliedac. 


Cortex, a visual art show for the Edmonton Poetry 
Festival igueeking poste seed viene! artiste Call 
Philip 437-5014, e-mail satoreye@shaw.ca. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV, Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


MUSICIANS 


Singor wanted for metal band. Phone 445-8779. 
www.myspace.com\inoathoshere. 


Country Female singer/ wanting 
country musican’s asap. www.ambrehaydey.com 
780-914-9813 


Lead singer Bassist, Drummer and 

Guitarist for hard rock/heavymetal band. Crack 

Daddy Princess. Loyal and hardworking only! Contact 
Justin 1-780-352-3965 or justinic@telus.net 


Former fead singer of the Las Vegas Crypt Keepers 
for serious band to some covers 
originals, Contact Paul at (780) 634-9553 


Lead singer for guitarist, drummer, bessist 
to form bar metal band. Looking for 

hardworking, loyal bandmates to start original band 
Wetaskiwin. 1-780-352-3965 or justinic@telus.net 


modem metal band seeks experi- 
mental bassist. Influences: Too!, Deftones, old 
Incubus. Pro gear, pro attitude. Casey 221-0419. 


Volunteer in Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Contre Dining Room, Ph Terrie Shaw, 433-5808. 


Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. 


Volunteer at the Hispanic Arts Socisty’s Fuego 

Latino Gaia at the Winspear, Sat, Ang. 19. Info at 

Www hispanicars.com, or at the offica 9704-27 Ave. 
Unit 211 


ESL Tutors urgently needed. Cal) PALS. 424-5514 
Help someone learn English as a second language 
Training materials provided 


Mentors for Children/Youth. Supportive adult role 
models needed to share time and interests with kids in 
care. Evening or weekend placements, 2-3 hrs/wk 
Various locations. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357 


Human Rights City Edmonton: Take part in a new 
survey: www.johnhumphreycentre.org 


CPAWS Edmonton Boreal Education: Volunteer 
Presenters needed. Contact CPAWS Ed. Team at edu- 
cation@cpaws-edmonton.org for info. 


Help weed and transplant for Edmonton 
Naturalization Group. Ph 465-7570, e-m 
cadGtranscena.com for info. 


Living Positive, looking for vol 
programs and fundraising activiti 
m: info@edmlivingpositiy 


begin in Sept or Nov. Ph The 
6648. www.thesupportn 


Donate unwanted items to the Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre for the Falling Leaves Bazaar: Sat, 
Sept. 30. No clothes or large appliances. 10831 
University Ave (Sam-4pm) 


Red Cross is seeking energetic, caring & com- 
mitted community members to become Volunteer 
Prevention Educators for its RespectED; Violence 

and Abuse Prevention program. Receive an inten- 

Sive 10-day relationship violence prevention training 

session this fall. Trained volunteers are certified to 

deliver Relationship Violence Prevention presenta- 

tions. Contact Deanna Key (780) 423-2680, E: dean- 
na.key@redcross.ca, www. redcrss.ca 


na jul 27 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from severe PMS for 
tesearch study. Ph 407-3775. 


Brain atU of A 
seeks individuals suffering from ATTACKS jor 
research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement provided 


Brain Neurobiology Research ram at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from $0! PHOBIA for 
research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement 


Brain Neurobiology Research atU ofA 
seeks individuals suffering from ARTUM 
DEPRESSION for research study, Ph 407-3906. 

Reimbursement provided 


Become a friend to e NEW Canadian. Dulari at 474 
8445 or wwweisa-edmonton.org 


Donate items to Change For Children, 

DVD player; Mini DV Camera; Photo/art frames; LCD 
Projector, digital camera: External hard-drives; office 
supplies; photocopier & printer, lap top computer 
(minimum 512mb/1GH2) ; VCR player; TV with DVD 
connections; book shelves and Plants. Change For 
Children, 2nd Flr. 10808-124 St, (780) 448-1505. 


Volunteers needed to teach English as as Second 
Language to newcomers during the summer 
Morning or aftemoons at the Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 


teers aged 21+ interested in working wit! 
youth, drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-594 


osyo@telus.net 
Volunteer Yoga Instructor wanted st Strathcona 
Place Senior Ph ita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs vol- 


unteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. For 
information and upcoming training dates ph 423-4702 


Holp to broadcast news nationally forthe blind 


and print-restricted! Email edmonton@voiceprintcana- 
da.com, or cal! 451-8331 


Volunteer for the Canadian Birkebsiner Society 
E-mail: info@canadianbirkie.com/ 
wwwe.canadianbirkie,.com / Ph: 430-7153 


THREE LINES Bo4b 


HEADLINE oaax 20 cuars:: 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Teach classroom English to a 
Flexible daytime, $3 


Local Food Basket Seeks Volu s 
Wecan Food Basket, Ph (780) 413-4525 
www.wecanfood.com 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Ed 
unteers to take calls on their 24-hour ( 
423-4102 for training dates 


Volunteer Drivers needed fo: the 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph A’ 


We believe that all children have a right to 
ilies and schools, and that all adults de 
Teal jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 a 

open the gates to community living in your area 


Society of Seniors Caring About Seniors (SSCAS), 
rivers needed to assist frail seniors to appoint- 
ments; $8/ride. Ph Val 465-0311 


TEACH COOKING: Share recipes with immigrants, 
Thu or Sat. Ph Judy 424-3545, ext 249. 


Teach survival English to adult immigrants, Tue, 7 
Spm. Ph Judy 424-3545, ext. 249. 


LET'S GO! Help newcomers learn about their commu- 
nity. Summer only. Ph Judy 424-2545 ext. 248 


Wecan Food 
Opportunity fo 
quality nutritious 
needed in the B 


If you would like to reconnect with your volunteer 
cooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other retumed volunteers visit www.voleall.org 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA CAN HELP! 424-5900 


AUGUST 3 - AUGUST 9, 2006 


wu 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


open minded. Call 413-0580 
Lic. # 56958547-001 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE 
WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY. 
413-0294 (24/7) 


™ | FRENCH. 


(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


ASHLEY 486-5381 
Unbelievably Beautiful, Thick Blonde Hair, 
Green Eyes, 25yrs, 5'10", 120 Ibs, 36C-27-34 
Extremely Fit. 
# 40529145/S04S0Z35 


ZOIE, Dolly blonde, petite. Fun, tan loves to tease, 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 


| FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 


ae le From 4 


GIA 486-5783 
Mediterranean, Black Hair, Green 


, 105tbs, 51” 
20yrs, 32D-24-32, Implants, Wild & Crazy. 
#55595151/S04500295 
JADE 486-5381 
FULFILLS FANTASIES 


Long Brunette/Blonde, Blue Eyes, 22yrs, 32C-25-29 
Dom & Fetish. 


# 50450295, 


MIA 443-5954 
BUSTY BLACK BEAUTY, 36DD, 29°/38" 
Long Black Hair, Available 24/7, Call Now! 
# 45920901-001 


NATASHA 486-5652 
YOUNG, FUN & SPORTY! Long Brown Hair, Blue 
Eyes, 5'2", 105 Ibs, 32B 26"/29", 20 yrs 
# 57782733-001 


Busy AGENCY 
looking for 
RELIABLE ESCORTS 


that want calls 
and want to work 


Call Marci at 
310-GIRL (4475) 


BLONDE, 


310-GIRL 


443.5954 
BARELY * 
LEGAL 


WWW.310GIRLS.COM 


Young & fun college girls, newly licensed 
beauties available for you. Anytime. 
Costumes & mistresses also available. 


Time to say ‘uncle’ on pathetic obsession 


=| AUSEX.COLUMN 


= ANDREA NEMERSON 
<< | altsex@altsexcolumn.com 


DEAR ANDREA: 
I'm a 50-year-old man who has gone 
without sex for too Jong now. To me, my 
ex-wife's 35-year-old niece is the true 
personification of the "MILF." She's had 
her two kids, got divorced and still looks 
as hot as she did at 18, when | first devel- 
oped an incredibly deep infatuation. 
Since | was still married to her aunt | 
couldn't indicate this in any way. Now, | 
can't stop thinking about her. | know it's 
holding me back from pursuing other 
opportunities, but I've found that | really 
need her... bad! 

| guess my questions are, how appro- 
priate would it be for me to make my 
thoughts and overwhelming feelings 
known to her? If appropriate, how should 
| approach this? | don't want to freak her 
out, but how should | tell her that I've had 
the hots for her for 17 years now and 
would do anything to go to bed with her 
at least once? 
LOVE, NOT REALLY HER UNCLE! 


DEAR UNC: 

We'll get to your questions, but first, 
while I've got you, this MILF business has 
got to go. First off, nobody looks as good 
as they did at 18 and frankly, we could all 
live without the pressure. Secondly, what 
does “MILF” even mean? By specifying 
the "mother" in "mother I'd like to fuck," 
does the speaker intend to make a dis- 


tinction between the rare mother worth 
fucking and the unfuckable masses? Or is 
it really the "mother" part that intrigues, 
that sexy whiff of fecundity, that milk- 
shake that brings all the boys to our yard? 
My personal suspicion is that it's the lat- 
ter masquerading as the former, that the 
fascination with the pregnant or baby-tot- 
ing Heidi Klum or Angelina Jolie is not 
fueled so much by the fact that they still 
look "hot" as by the implication that if 
somebody knocked them up then so, by 
extension, could you. But | may be getting 
a little theory-addled here. 

| bring all this up not so much out of a 
wish to render my readers walleyed with 
boredom as because | was so touched by 
a new blog called "Shape of a Mother" 
(shapeofamother.blogspot.com) that I'd 
take pretty much any opportunity to men- 
tion it, even in a column about wanting to 
fuck your ex niece-in-law. The concept is 
elegantly simple: have a baby or have had 
a baby or in a few cases don't have had a 
baby, take a picture of your transformed 
body, write a few notes about how you 
feel about the changes, and Bonnie, the 
blogger, will post it. The result is an 
extraordinarily moving document, 
whether you see it as political or as mere 
documentation or even as art. It reminds 
me, in a gut-punch way, not a “wasn't 
feminism fun?" way, that sisterhood not 
only was, but can still be powerful. It also 
reminds me, when my absolute best self 
is not in ascendancy, that my own recent- 
ly ravaged body is not really so ravaged, 
comparatively. In your faces, stretch- 
marked bitchez, | got off easy! 


HOT MALE CHAT + UNCENSORED ER@TIGISTORIES - TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


All Man, 
All Live. 


_CruiseLine. 
a Fe 


Use FREE trial 


No, seriously, this sort of Normalization 
by exposure—see Joanie Blank's pis, 
picture book, Femalia, for a Similarly el 
cessful tool for fostering self-respect 44 
even self-love among women who May 
have been feeling freakish, ugly an 
ashamed of their perfectly normal bod 
tes—works, It may be the only thing thay 
does work, and it's way cheaper than 
therapy. All it takes is seeing unretouche, 
women who don't have a modeling co, 
tract or sex with Brad Pitt. It works op 
men, too, although men as a group seer, 
less inclined toward this sort of collectiy 
feel-betterism. They can still be cured of : 
lifetime of self-loathing by mere exposys 
to the unglamourized truth {it's five and 3 
half to six and a half inches, dudes) 

Let's get down to it: this woman js jot 
your relative, your ex-wife is not your 
wife, and nobody cares. Oh, and she 
doesn't want to fuck you, so it's time tg 
give it up already. 

What you have here is not a crush or a 
fancy but something verging on obsession 
and by definition unhealthy. If you insis, 
upon trying to get somewhere with tay. 
you should really leave out the part about 
thinking dirty thoughts about her since 
she was 18. That's pretty skeevy, pops. | 
| were her I'd change the locks 

Ask her out, decently. Emphasize intey 
est over obsession. Try not to sound |i) 
you have a secret room in the basement 
plastered with her photographs, and then 
take no for an answer. We can only 
that her rejection breaks the spel! 
isn't the one holding you back, you knov 
LOVE, ANDREA 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
ice 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


7712 104 St 
(Calgary Trail Southbound Across from Save-or 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


780.413.7122 


$24.°/75 minutes: 1.900.451.2853 


code: 2315 


_ For Women Seeking Romantic 


Affairs & the Men Who 
Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 970,000 
Ad Profiles 


SIGN-UP 
_ FREE! 
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Safe « Discreet Anonymous 


CLASSIFIEDS 


VOLUNTEER 


of eeoroebla a el oe 
‘ ‘serving of meals every Sunday. 
515 ra roodnobombsedmonton@hotall com 


hb Group: looking for creative, leaders 
ym more about liver health. Computer 
promoters, public speakers are wel- 
ovide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 
Over I nal Talk to us! No- 
Walk-In aunselling 482-INFO (4636) The Suppot 
Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


‘Volunteer opportunities are now available for 
the Hispanic Arts Society's Expo Latino 2006. 
Where: Sir Churchill Square 
to pee: August 20 
‘an application at www. hispanicarts.com or 
. i og poe al no South Edmonton 
unit 211. 


XPERIENCING INFERTILITY? Female participants 
sed 18+ wanted for UofA study exploring women's 
neriences of infertility. Ph Rachel 451-9005, infertil- 

ityresearch@hotmail.com. 

YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alborta 

Seals, Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4hc.ca 


Volunteer for the New Neighbours i ae at 
Simonton immis Services Association. Become a 
friend toa Canadian. Ph Dulari 474-8445, 


you OR your brother/sister has schizophrenia, ph 492- 
a3 to be in research study. Expenses paid. 


Networks Activity Centre provides a safe, sup- 
portive environment for adults with brain injury 
to volunteer Ph (780}479-1757 . e-m: George 
Kapetanakis nacentre@telusplanet.net 


‘Adult Day Support provide seniors with 
sre with a recreational/educational day 
program Donna 434-4747. 


id Cross is seeking energetic, caring & committed 
Iommunity members to become Volunteer Prevention 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


} Unless otherwise specified, 
} the following will apply: 


1 - the winner must he 18 or older 

| - prize must be accepted as awarded 
- no one may enter any contest more 

H than once 

}- you may win nly once every 6D days 
} - Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


}- the persona information of thase who 
} enter will not be sold but may be pro- 

vided to contest sponsors 

~ the chances of winning depend on the 
numberof entries received 

| ~ by entering, entrants consent to the 


Eduators for its RespectED: Violence and Abuse 
Prevention program. 2006. 
Deanna Key 780-423-2680, e-mail: dkey@redcross.ca 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International; human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. WWw.cciorg.ca . 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay 
the gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving 
for more information at 732-1221. 


Adult volunteers needed during day (esp. Wed) to 
help seniors at non-profit Puan with activities; 
cards/ crafts/ games. Ph Yvonne, 434-6747 


Devonshire Care Centre (long-term care centre) 
looking for volunteers to help out. Recreation, occu- 
pational/physical therapy, nursing, gift shop. Ph 
665-8050. 


Volunteer drivers needed for Meals on Wheels, 
weekdays 10am-1pm. Also Kitchen volunteers need- 
ed. Ph 429-2020. 


Volunteer for the St. Albert Arts and Hi 
Ph Jennifer 459-1194; Profiles Gal 
Ph Joanna 460-4310; Musée Heritage Museum P! 
Debby 459-1528. 


Have you ever intentionally harmed yourself? Share 
your experience, If you are 18-29 yrs old, have self- 
harmed within the last 2yrs e-m Sandra 
sandra_reasearch@hotmail.com, ph 695-9169. 


H you have always wanted to be a brosdcaster, 
here is your chancel VoicePrint Canada js looking for 
volunteers for Local Broadcast Centres. Donate your 
time to read local newspapers to the blind, low-vision, 
seniors. Voiceprint Canada broadcasts nationally on 
CBC Newsworld’s SAP, and worldwide at www,voice- 
printcanada.com. Audition: call 451-8331, e-m: edmon- 
ton@voiceprintcanada.com 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton js in need 
of volunteers to take calls on cur 24-hour Crisis Line. 
Hours are self-determined, you can work from your own 
home. Ph 423-4102 


Counselling Services for Canadians of Easter 


European Background: The Bishop Budks Charitable 
Society, 11717-97 St., Ph: 471-5606/471-4477. Fax: 
477-0617. e-m; simcisin@yahoo.ca Appointments avail- 
able day/evening weekend at home or office. Services 
in English, Ukrainian, Serbian, Croatian, Polish. 


= . 
ADGAST ARTS 


| 


Vanc 


Volunteer with your dog! Dogs should be >1 year 
old, obedient and follow commands. The Chimo Project 
needs immediate volunteers for Animal-Assisted 


Therapy: 452-2451 


The Learning Contre Association is 
looking for people to help adults develop thelr literacy 
skills. Contact Phyllis at 429-0675, 


Help an adult improve their reading/writing skills. 
Frontier College—Student for looking for 
volunteers to train as literacy tutors. www frontiercal- 
lege.ca Ph 492-4066, e-m: frontier@ualberta.ca 


Madeleine Sanam Foundation looking for volun- 

teers: project developers, fundraising coordinator for 

local/International projects: Send résumé to Chantal 
at Ide_production@telusplanet.net 


FunTeam Alberta, 2 non-profit sport organization, is 
currently seeking Volunteers for the Recleam 
Program. www.funteamalberta.com Ph Riana 490- 
0242. e-m info@tunteamalberta.com. 


Bring hope to men in prison. Become a volunteer 
sponsor with Community Justice Ministries, a pro- 
gram of Mennonite Central Committee Alberta. 
Call Gary at 908-6292. 


Enjoy Driving? Volunteers needed to assist seniors to 
and from medical appointments, mileage reimbursed. 
Call Home Care @ 496-1300. 


Make a difference for a senior, child or family. Home 
Care Visit isolated neighbours, go for 
walks, help with errands. Ph Capital Health Home 

Care, 496-1300. 


The Elizabeth of Edmonton is looking 
for committed, caring individuals to volunteer some of 
their time to assist individuals in the criminal justice 
system. Ph Christine 422-4775. 


Become a friend to a new Canadian. Share info on 
Edmonton's attractions, help practice English. Ph 
Dulari, Edmonton Immigrant Services Association 

474-B445, 

The Assured Income for the Severely 
Handicapped Network of Alberta Society (AISH 
Network of Alberta) |f you are interested in joining 

our volunteer team please call (780) 482-8921 or 
email us at aishnet@michetti.com. 


Healthy FEMALE volunteers aged 40-55 needed for an 
MAI study. Expenses paid. Call 407-6626 for more 
information. 
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DJANIMATION © 
‘Classes start soon 


‘Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


Vani 
TOLL FREE 
1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


GrajeVine. 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 


702.2223 
WUEWEEKLY 


NEEDS YOU! 


We are looking for a Part time : 


DISTRIBUTION REPRESENTATIVE! | 
If you have: 


* excellent attantion te detatl | 
- an ability to werk independently 


WE offer: 


* An excellent product 
*Awonderfull working environment 
+ Competitive remuneration 


send resume to: ROD Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, T5! 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 


or e-mail: admin@vueweekly.com 
(NO phone calis, sieasa) 


ravity Pope provides Canada with the most forward footwear and 
clothing fashions available emphasizing modern, unique style. 
Gravity Pope is hiring for the following full-time positions: 


Manager Clothing Department 
Stylish, confident, experienced 3 late w ad To manage and grow clothing 
depart 
© Retail management experience is an asset, but i 
* Some travel required 


not essential 


Sales Associates 


© Het xperience is an asset, but is not via 
Shipper Receivers 
© Physically fit individuals ed - capable ot Jifting iving, p d shir 
* Experience is Ted 
© Computer fiteracy raquirad. Experience wit 
management systems pr 
General Shipping and Administration Clerks 
Physically fit individuals required - capable of {ifting, rece 
© Experience ii train divid 
@ Computer literacy E rOs¢ ' it J. Sor 
with computerized accounting and inventory management s\ prefe 


e Own vehicie 


All individuals applying for the above positions must 


e fe abl prone. 


exible 


® Possess superior customer-service skills. Love working with the pub! 


Compensation for the above positions is r 


ase forward cover latter and resume by e-mail to stella@gravitypope.com oF 
Bi itypope.com, or by fax to (780) 433-1082. State which position applying for in 2 
cover letter. NO PHONE CALLS. 


» gravityoope 


AUGUST 3 - AUGUST 9, 2006 


THE PINK SPIDERS 


PINK SPIDERS 


TEENAGE GRAFFITI 


Seating the hit single “Little Razorblade” 
is smashing it up on the rock and roll 
music scene. Their untamed guitar assault 
and uninhibited energy draws inspiration 

| from the attitude of 70's punk, 80s 
«/ new wave and the swagger of vintage 
Sunset Strip rock. The Pink Spiders are 

a band you NEED to know. 


Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


On G. Love’s second release for 
Brushfire Records, this Philly boy 
offers up “Lemonade”, featuring the 
hit single “Hot Cookin’. A series of 
soul drenched tracks pouring out blues 
infused hip-hop, which people have 
been trying to label for years. The best 
advice...don’t try to tame it or claim 
it; its simply his sonic trademark, 
instantly recognizable and addictively 
delicious. Seven albums, thirteen 
years, and a million worldwide units 
later, “Lemonade” is the most cohesive 
and rewarding album Garrett Dutton 
- a.k.a. G. Love has ever delivered. 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


“Through Glass”, a ikea 
honest, and dark. Stone Sour's first 
album in four years finds the band 
firing on all cylinders, and primed 
to capture the attention of the rock 
and roll masses. Corey Taylor, former 
frontman of Slipknot, brings the hard 
edge the rock world loves, balanced 
out by tight, crisp, rowdy rocker 
numbers. This album has a pulse 
that cannot be ignored. 
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is 


( 


umMmMusic-ca 


"See in store for details, Prices in effect until August 2, 2006 or while quantities last. HMV reserves the vight to limit quantities. 


‘music ¢ DVD e more HM 


give ts 


the “hb gift card 


